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Learn Korean Ep. 1: How to say "Have to~" in Korean

O 2{& (this means "everyone”), welcome to the wonderful language of Korean! Actually, if
you're reading this it probably means you've already been learning the Korean language, or
at least learned ot= ("Hangul,” the Korean alphabet) as well as a few grammar points, and
are looking for ways to improve your Korean further. I'm here to help! I've studied Korean
the hard way — by studying it hard, and for a long time! And I know what parts can become

obstacles for Korean learners. 13, A|Z&771R7? (“Well then, shall we start?”)
Today's lesson will cover how to say the following:

o "Have to~" (As in, "I have to do something.")
o “Need to~" (As in, "I need to do something.")

o "Must~" (As in, "I must do something.")

Let's go over each of these concepts one at a time.

“Need to~" or “Have to~"
verb stem + (O}/0{/etc) + Of E|C}

This form can either mean “need to~" or "have to~." Although "need to~" and "have to~"

have a different feeling in English, there’'s no need to distinguish between the two in Korean.

What is a verb stem? A verb stem is just a verb, minus the "C}" at the end. The verb stem
of B}, "to eat,” is just "H,” and the verb stem of “=LC}," “to hang out” or "to play,” is just

"=." Simple, huh!

What does the middle part, “(0}/0{/etc)” mean? The middle part is determined when
conjugating the 8 form of a verb (e.g. H{CI=>H0{ R, EC}=>=0}2). That middle part that's
created when conjugating the 2 form is what I am referring to here — it's essentially the 2
form, minus the Q. If you don't already know how to conjugate the & form, don't worry!

Episode 2 covers this topic completely.

Common ways to conjugate &|C}:

1 E |—| E|‘ (formal, as a statement)
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EIL|7}? (formal, as a question)
EHR (normal, as a statement or a question)

EH (casual, as a statement or a question)

v b W

E,_| E|‘ ("Plain Form,” as a statement) — “Plain Form” is covered in Episode 17
Let's go over some example sentences.

2= Hojof EL|C}.
"I need to eat.” or "I have to eat.”

As this sentence uses "& L|LC}t," it would be considered formal (extra polite).

oA HX|E MOF ER.
"I need to write a letter to my friend.” or “I have to write a letter to my friend.”

& L= sHor EL P

"Do you really need to work?” or “Do you really have to work?”

uan

2" literally means “surely” or "at any cost,” but can also be translated as “really.”

Lt w2 7}OF Ej!

"I need to go quickly!” or “I have to go quickly!”

" is a shortened form of “L}=," which is used in casual speech with friends of the same

age, or to people you are well acquainted with who are younger than you. Leaving off the

{ at the end also shows that this sentence is casual, and not for speaking to people older

than yourself or who you are not well acquainted with already. To make this sentence more
polite, you could change “Lt=" to "AM+&," and add a & to the end ("X = 2| 7I0F T L.").

“Must~"
verb stem + (O}/0{/etc) + Of S}C}

The difference between this form and the last one is tone — "must” sounds stronger, and a
tiny bit more serious than "have to~" or "need to~." In Korean, the difference between the

two forms is small (smaller than in English). However, feel free to use either one.
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Common ways to conjugate S}C}:
1. BtL|LC} (formal, as a statement)
SEL|77}? (formal, as a question)
'5H_9_ (normal, as a statement or a question)

1| .
OH (casual, as a statement or a question)

v ok wN

SEC} (“Plain Form,” as a statement) — “Plain Form” is covered in Episode 17
Let's go over some example sentences.

7(|E|L St of 7tof s K.
I must

go to school now.”

He 9Ye ofgsiof guct.

“I must travel Europe.”

Ne d=5 WS0{of 8.
"I must make a present.”

K SRS o Yok FLCt.
“I must learn more Korean.”

I've given examples using various forms of both Z|C} and &}C}, ranging from formal to
casual speech. If you're not sure which one to use, pick either of these two:

> ~OF B2 “need to~" or “have to~""

> ~Of 82 "must~"

I hope this PDF lesson will be helpful in addition to watching my videos on YouTube. As
always, I appreciate your feedback! Leave comments, suggestions, or requests for future

lessons.
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Learn Korean Ep. 2: Conjugating the ~2 form
In this lesson we'll learn how to conjugate the “~Q form.” I don't normally like to pick
favorites, but this verb is probably the most important verb form to learn in Korean; that's
because the concepts we'll talk about in this lesson will carry over into other grammar forms
later on. If you haven't learned much Korean yet, trust me on this — it's important to learn

the @ form before moving on. 1 &, A|&t2t77tQ7? (“Well then, shall we start?”)

How to conjugate the ~2 form
1. Remove the C}
2. Add O}/0{/etc
3. Add £

First, take the verb that you want to conjugate, and remove the C} at the end.
Congratulations — you have now created what we call the verb stem. You'll see me talk
about verb stems quite often, and they're an important piece for making other grammar

forms as well.

Next, look at the last vowel in the final syllable of that verb stem. If it's either — or }, then
you'll be adding O}; if it's anything else, you'll be adding Of. Simple, isn't it? Umm, we'll get
back to this.

Finally, add & to the end to be polite. You don't need to add a & if you're speaking with
close friends who are the same age as you or younger, small children, and animals. For all
other situations, add the 8.

Let's practice with a few examples:
Take the verb "®HLC}" “to eat.”
1. Remove the C} & ™

2. The last vowel is 1, which means we add O = H{
3. Adda 2 totheend 2 HOQ
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Let's try with "Z£L},” "to be good.”
1. Remove the C} & &
2. The last vowel is -, which means we add O} = Z£0t
3. Add a 8 to the end = £0I2

That's the basic rule for conjugating the ~& form, but there are several exceptions to this
rule. The exceptions are good though in the long run — they make the finished product a bit

easier to say. Let's take a look at the first exception.

Exception 1: Ends in a vowel with no consonants

After removing the C}, anytime the verb stem ends in a vowel with no consonants (meaning
there are no consonants on the bottom of the last syllable) the Of or 0 ending will combine

into the verb, instead of attaching to it. Let me show you what I mean.

Take the verb "7tCt," “to go.”
1. Remove the C} = 7}
7} ends in a vowel (it has no consonants on the bottom)
2. The last vowel is |, so we add Of = 7|0}
But because 7} ends in a vowel (Step 1), we simply combine the Of = 7}
(Here, it appears that the additional OF goes away, but it's actually being combined)
3. Adda 8 totheend = 7|2

Take the verb "QLC}" “to come.”
1. Remove the Ct & @
2 ends in a vowel (it has no consonants at the bottom)
2. The last vowel is —, so we add O} = 20}
But because @ ends in a vowel (Step 1), we simply combine the Of = 2f
(Here, you can see clearly that it's actually combining)
3. Add a 8 to the end = 2R

Take the verb "Z=C}," "to give.”

1. Remove the Ct & F
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Z= ends in a vowel (it has no consonants at the bottom)

2. The last vowel is T, so we add O = F0{
But because F ends in a vowel (Step 1), we simply combine the 0f = F
(Here it is also easy to see that it's combining together)

3. Adda 2 totheend = FQ

This rule makes these types of verbs easier to say — who wants to say “7}0tR" anyway?
Exception 2: Ends in |

When the verb stem ends in a |, such as in A|, or X|, to name a couple, it combines
similarly to Exception 1. Since | is not — or }, normally you would add O to the end.
However, to make it easier to say, this Of will combine together (becoming 7). Here are

some examples:

Take the verb “OFA|C}H” “to drink.”
1. Remove the C} = OfA|
(Al ends in |)
2. The last vowel is |, so we add O = OfA|Of
Because OFA| ends in | (Step 1), we combine the 0 = O}
3. Add a 8 totheend = Ot 2

Take the verb "7}2X|C}" “to teach.”
1. Remove the Ct & 72 X|
(X] ends in |)
2. The last vowel is |, so we add O = Z}2X|0f
Because 7}2X| ends in | (Step 1), we combine the O = 7}2X
3. Adda 2 totheend = 7128 Q

Exception 3: Ends in —

When the verb stem ends with the — vowel, in order to know whether to add Of or 0f you

need to look back one more space (the 2" to last syllable) to see what that syllable’s last
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vowel is. Then, remove the — and conjugate appropriately. It may sound confusing to read

it, but after you see it, it's not that hard.

Take the verb "HEECEH" “to be busy.”

1. Remove the C} = Hfte
(8 ends in —)
Because the verb stem ends in —, look back one more space (H})

2. The 2" to last syllable (H}) ends in |, so we will be adding Of = Hftt + Of
But first, remove the — = H}un
Then add the O} = HtHtf

3. Add a 8 to the end = H}ittR

Take the verb "0J| BEC}," "to be pretty.”

1. Remove the C} = 0f e
(B4 ends in —)
Because the verb stem ends in —, look back one more space (04|)

2. The 2" to last syllable (0f]) doesn't end in — or |, so we'll add Of = 0Of|ee + Of
But first, remove the — = 0f|
Then add the O = 0j|tH

3. Add a 8 to the end = 0OjjtlH{ 2

“But what if the verb only has 2 syllables? There is no ‘2" to last syllable’ to look at!”
In this case, it's actually easier. Because there is no 2" to last syllable, you don't need to do
any extra steps to find it. Simply remove the — as before, and add a 0 (because — is not

L or }).

Take the verb “"AALCL" “to use” or “to write.”

1. Remove the C} 2 M
(M ends in —)
Normally you'd look back one more space, but this is all there is.

2. The last vowel is — (which isn't — or }), so we always add Of = M + 0§
But first, remove the — = A
Then add the O = W

3. Adda 2 totheend = MR
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Exception 3: Ends in 2

This rule is a companion to Exception 2. Although Z technically also ends in —, this is a
special case. If you find the verb stem ends in £, there's one more thing you have to do in
order to conjugate it. After removing the —, if you see a 2 left alone, the 2 makes a copy
of itself and moves to the bottom of the 2" to last syllable. It sounds strange, but don't
worry! There are only a few of these verbs, and you'll hear and use them so often that

you'll probably never worry about how to conjugate them when speaking Korean.

Take the verb "2 2LC}" “to not know.”

1. RemovetheC}=> B2
(22 ends in £, and £ also ends in —, so many of the rules are similar)
Because the verb stem ends in —, look back one more space (&2)

2. The 2" to last syllable (2) ends in L, so we will be adding Of = T2 + Of
But first, remove the — = E =
There is a = by itself, so make a friend for it to play with at the bottom of the 2" to
last syllable = =2
Then add the O} = Z2}

3. Add a 2 to theend = ZE}I2

Take the verb "&2LC}" “to call” (as in "to call someone’s name”).

1. Remove theC} =2 EZ
(22 ends in 2, and £ also ends in —, so many of the rules are similar again)
Because the verb stem ends in —, look back one more space (&)

2. The 2" to last syllable (£) ends in T (which isn't . or }), so we will be adding Of
before we're finished = E2 + O
But first, remove the — = E=
There is a 2 by itself, so make a copy and put it at the bottom of the 2" to last
syllable = =2
Then add the ¢ = 28

3. Adda 2 totheend 2 882
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Exception 4: Ends in & (Descriptive Verbs)

When you're conjugating a descriptive verb (a descriptive verb is basically an adjective in

"nou

English) — not an action verb (such as “to go,” “to eat,” etc) — and the verb stem ends in a &,
there's an extra step. Remove the =, and add a %; then add O (since % does not end in
or ). Also add a 8 at the end like normal in order to sound polite. You can imagine that
we are trading the = for a 2. Just remember that this rule only applies to descriptive

verbs — /f you're describing something with it it's a descriptive verb.

Take the verb "2 &LC}," "to be jealous.”

1. Remove the C} & E&
(28 ends in &v)

2. Since there's a & here, we will be trading it away for a 2, and € is not — or | so
we will be conjugating this by adding O = £& + 0
Remove the & = E2{
Adda 2 = 22
Now add on the o = 2220
But wait! £2{% ends in a vowel with no consonants on the bottom, so we should
combine the ending here = £2{ %

3. Adda 2 totheend = HE2{& 2

Take the verb "BiLC}" "to be spicy.”

1. Remove the C} = T
(M ends in &)

2. Since there's a & here, we will be trading it away for a 2, and £ is not - or | so
we will be conjugating this by adding O = # + 0f
Remove the = = 0Of
Add a & = 0%
Now add on the 0f = O§-20f
O % ends in a vowel with no consonants on the bottom, so we should combine the
ending here too = O R

3. Add a 2 totheend = O 2
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Remember that this only applies to descriptive verbs, and not to action verbs. For example,
take the verb "AIC}" "to chew.” "To chew” is an action verb, so when conjugating it, here is

all that you have to do:

Take the verb “"RICt" "to chew.”
1. Remove the C} = }
2. The last vowel is | (not — or ), which means we add 0 = 2IQ{
3. Adda 8 totheend = X Oa

Exception 5: S}LC}

"=

SEC}H is one of the most commonly used verbs in the Korean language, and has a special

"= =

way of conjugating. Fortunately for us, it's easy. "S}Ct" simply becomes “lf,” to which you

can add & onto. All verbs that end with S}C} also conjugate this way, such as "S<3}LC},

"to be smart,” or "ZESIC}H" "to study.”

Take the verb "S}LCt”
1. Remove the C} = &}
2. This is a special verb, so it does not add Of — it just becomes Bfi*
3. Add a 8 to the end = 3|2
*Sometimes you might see "S}0{" used instead of “8}|,” and this is common in older written

materials — you won't need to use it yourself, but just be able to recognize what it is.
Exception 5: O|C} and OfL|LC}

As "O|C}L" "to be," is also one of the most commonly used verbs in the Korean language, it
too has a special way of conjugating. It's simple, but it has a couple of rules to it. "O|C}"
becomes “"0|0f| 2" when used after a consonant, or "0 2" when used after a vowel. However,
you cannot simply remove the 2 here to make it casual; if you want to say it without the &
(for casual speech), it becomes “O|OF" when used after a consonant, or “Of" when used after

a vowel.
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"OFL|C}" is a bit simpler to conjugate. It becomes “OtL| 0| ,"” whether it comes after a
consonant or a vowel. To make it casual, it becomes "OfL|OF," also whether it comes after a

consonant or a vowel.

“o|C}" “to be”
e Consonant + 0|0 &
e Vowel + 0 &
Casual:
e Consonant + 0|Of

e Vowel + Of

“OFL|C},” “to not be”
o OfL0|R
Casual:
o OfL|O}

Exception 6: ?2?

Just kidding, there’s no Exception 6. But there are some other irregular verbs that have their
own way of conjugating — for these, you'll simply learn them on a case by case basis, and
there are not a lot of them.

nou

One example of a common irregular is the verb "ZLCt,"” "to walk.” If this verb wasn't irregular,

it would conjugate as "H0O{ R,” but for many verbs that end in © (such as ZL}), the =

changes into an Z. Therefore, this verb actually becomes "H0{ 2." However, the verb "&LC},

“to believe,” just conjugates as "HO{ Q."
I know that this lesson was a lot to process, so I highly recommend reading it over again.

Also, practice conjugating a few verbs on your own. The best way to get fast at these is to

practice them. And although it seems like there are a lot of rules, over time you'll develop a
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sense that will let you feel how verbs should conjugate based on how they sound. Until

then, these are the rules you'll need to train that sense.

And that's it! These are all of the rules for conjugating verbs to the ~2 form. I hope this

lesson was helpful as well. Your feedback is more than appreciated.
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Learn Korean Ep. 3: “Want~" and “Want to~"

They might sound similar at first glance, but “want” and “"want to” are two separate
grammar forms in Korean. In English we could either say “I want an apple,” or "I want to
eat an apple.” Notice that "want” is followed by a noun that the speaker desires, and "want

to” is followed by a verb — this is the difference.

“Want~"

noun + (/) + fo|C}

Let's break this up a bit first. Begin with a noun (think "I want something”) — that
something will come first. Then add the object marker; this will be either "&" if the noun
ends in a consonant, or “£" if the noun ends in a vowel. I put the object marker in
parentheses because it is optional when speaking casually — just know that it normally
should be there for speaking politely. Finally, the verb “to want” is "2 &}Ct." Conjugate this

verb any way you'd like.

Let's go over some examples.

OlZt= AL S Aol 8.

“Girls want love.”
02 ME2R X E dL|CH

“The citizens want a new government.”

"= 81" means citizen (or citizens), and & X| means "government.”

J2fA Falo] fsks Aol Roa?

“So what is it you want?”
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Here, "&S}IC}" is being used to describe "Zd0[|" (Zd + the subject marker). "&35t= A"
literally means “the thing that (you/I/etc) want.” I'll go over how to use verbs in this way in

another lesson.

L= HE #ol.

‘I want you.”

This sentence uses "Lt for “I/me,” and “L4" for “you,” and does not use & at the end of the
verb "ISILE” This sentence would only be used in casual situations with someone you're

close with, and with whom it's okay to use slang around.

42 == FIE At ?

"What do you want for a birthday present?”

== )

"M " means "birthday,” and “M&" means "present,” so together they mean "birthday

"=

present.” The ending, "StM|K," is a polite ending, so this is a polite way to ask the question.

"Want to~"

verb stem + 11 AIC}

Remember that in order to get the verb stem, you take the verb and simply remove the C}
at the end.

After you've got the verb stem, simply attach 11 to the end of it. Then follow that with the
verb "2!C}" which you can conjugate any way you'd like (don't worry about the actual
meaning of the verb "&!C}," since it's a bit of an advanced verb).

Let's go over some examples.

7ta Aoje.

“I want to go."

=1 o8

"I want to play.”
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"=L}" means “to play,” but when used by teenagers or adults it can translate as “to hang
out.” However, it is not the verb used when you want to “play” a game — for that, just use

the verb "S}LC}" "to do,” after the game or activity you want to play.

HIEES Ha H08.

"I want to eat bibimbap.”

B2 IIIAO.I-QJ

“I missed you!”

"HLC}" literally means “to see,” so this sentence means "I wanted to see you!” In Korean, "to
see” is the verb most often used for “to miss.” If you miss someone, you can say I want to
see you.” This would be "E211 4l0{Q."

Mol 51 Mol

"I want to be a teacher.”

You can use the subject marker (0| when used after a consonant, and 7} when used after a
vowel) after a noun, followed by the verb Z|C} to mean “to become.” This sentence could

therefore also be translated as “I want to become a teacher.”

OftH AMEO| =21 HSL M
"What kind of person do you want to be?”

"0{™" means "what kind of,” and is used as an adjective.

You can see how “"want” and “want to” are used differently. I hope that you'll be able to
distinguish them as well, and that this lesson can be helpful. As always, I recommend that
you practice these concepts on your own, because practicing will make these concepts

become easier and easier.
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Learn Korean Ep. 4: “To be” and “To exist”

Of course "to be” and "to exist” are different verbs, but they're often confused by beginning
students when learning Korean. In English we sometimes use the verb “to be” to mean “to
exist,” such as in the sentence “there is a book on the table.” The “is” in that sentence
comes from the verb “to be,” but we understand it to mean “there exists” when we read it.
In Korean, "to be” (“O|C}") and “to exist” ("RULC}") are two separate verbs entirely, so it's
important to know when we're referring to something "being” (equaling something else) or

“existing.”

In this lesson we'll go over the differences between “O|LC}" “to be,” and “OfL|LC}" “to not be.”

"non

We'll also cover "QILCt," "to exist,” as well as its opposite, “QICt," "to not exist.”

O|C} “to be”
OIL|C} “to not be”

"O|CH" means “to be,” but you can also think of it as meaning “to be equal to.” If you
wanted to say “That is a cat,” you would use "O|C}" because what you are really saying is

“That is equal to a cat.”

42 1ol L.

“That is a cat.”

N Ol= AtEolo .

“I am an American.”

N F2 stk

=
III

Q

a good student.”

When using “O|C}," it attaches directly to the word it comes after, as you can see in the

example sentences above.
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"OFL|C}" means “to not be,” and is therefore the opposite of “"O|C}t.” While English simply
turns words like “"to be” or “to exist” negative by adding “not,” Korean sometimes has
separate words for them, as you'll see again when we go over "QIC}" and "8I LC}." Because

"OFL|C}" is the opposite of “O|C}," you can also think of it meaning “to not be equal to.”

A2 A¥0|7} otLo L.

“That is not a cat.”

When using "OfL|C}," the subject marker (0| when followed by a consonant, and 7} when
followed by a vowel) comes after the noun you are describing (the subject marker may be

left off in casual speech). “O|Ct,” however, does not use the subject marker.

't Ht &= OfL|OF!
‘I am not stupid!”

"t is an abbreviation of “L{=." This sentence would be for casual situations only.

M= Ol= ALEo] ofLofl 8.

“I am not an American.”

When using “OtL|C}," there will be a space between itself and the word it comes after, as

you can see in the example sentences above.

Common conjugations for “O|C}” and “O}L|LC}”

“o|C}”
o QL|C} (more polite)
o QL|Nf? (more polite — as a question)
e 00|82 (polite — when following a consonant)
e 02 (polite — when following a vowel)
e O0|Of (casual — when following a consonant)
e Of (casual — when following a vowel)
“oL|C}”
o OfulL|C} (more polite)
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o OfYL|7}? (more polite — as a question)
o oOfLolg  (polite)
e OfL|Of (casual)

Note that while “O|C}" has different conjugations depending on whether it follows a

consonant or a vowel, “OfL|C}” does not.

OIC} “to exist”

2IC} “to not exist”
Just as "O|C}" and "OfL|Ct" are opposites, "Lt and "GiCH" are also opposites.

Because "QIC}" means "to exist,” it is commonly used to mean “to have,” as in "I have

money.” "QIC}" is also commonly used to mean “to not have,” as in "I do not have money.”

When using either of these, it's most common to use the subject marker after what it is that
you're saying exists or doesn't exist. It is also fine to use the topic marker (2 after a
consonant and & after a vowel), though this usage is less common and has a slightly
different meaning; I go over the differences between the subject marker and the topic
marker in Episode 9, but for the time being just use the subject marker with “Q!C}” and

u gi EI'."

M= =0| ol Aoja.

‘I have a lot of money.”

This seems to mean “As for me, there is a lot of money,” though because "QIC}" and “giC}"
can mean "to have,” this sentence would better translate to “I have a lot of money.”

"Br0|" is an adverb that means “a lot (of).” An example would be the sentence, "Ef0|

HAQ!" — "I ate a lot!”

M= =0| #o| glofe.

"I do not have a lot of money.”

7| 1go[7t 2ol L.
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“There is a cat there.”

"

X 7| means “there,” as in “over there.

A= otuof Act.
“He is at school.”

Although we're saying “is” in this sentence, what we mean is “exists,” so "QULC}" is used in
this sentence and not "O|C}L." If we were to write this sentence using “O|LC}," it would mean
something like this: “"He is equal to at school.” Even if we remove "at” from that sentence, it
is still incorrect.

"0 is a marker that shows where something or someone exists at. It is also used to mean
to, as in "to a location” (e.g. "I go to school.”) I'll go over this marker more in a later lesson.
Q& stmoj gict

“He is not at school.”

You can also think of this sentence as meaning “He does not exist at school.”

TR 20| $lLIE gloja.

"I don't have even one clean article of clothing.”
"TLSICH means “to be clean.”

"2" means “an article of clothing,” or just “clothes.”

"SELFE" means “even one,” since “SFLE means “one” and “E" means “even” or “also.”

L= F[0f AlR0] doja.
“T have a test after a week.”

"OE'—’F— I” means "a week” or “one week.”
"&|" means “after,” and is also used after the word you're referring to.

A& means “a test.”

d= gy stuof A= AHE ool ].

“He is a person who is always at school.”

Note that this sentence uses both “QIC}" and “O|C}.”
"at A" is an adverb that means “always.”

"U="is just "RULC}" changed into a different form so it can be used to describe something

or someone. Here, it's describing “a person” (“A}&t"). Changing verbs like this to describe
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other people and things is more of an advanced topic, and I'll go over it later in another

lesson.
Common conjugations for “QIC}” and “giC}H”

IIQAIErl’

o AsHLCH (more polite — as a statement)

o QAZLIN? (more polite — as a question)

e 02 (polite)

e Q0 (casual)
"éﬂAE}”

o Sl&ULCH (more polite — as a statement)

o SUASLIIN? (more polite — as a question)
e Sl0jQ (polite)

e Q] (casual)

Well, that's all for this lesson. Practice by making your own sentences using what we've
gone over today. I hope this lesson could be useful in helping you to achieve your goals for

learning the Korean language.
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Learn Korean Ep. 5: “Also” and “Again”

Let's go over how to say two important and common words in Korean, “also” and “again.”
"Also” can be either "&=" or "EESH" and "again” can be either "EE” or "CHAL" I'll explain how

each one of them can be used.

Also
= /st

Both "&=" and "EESH" can be used to express “also,” but each in different ways.

"I2" is used to mean "also” when it's attached to the end of a noun. In this way, it has the
meaning of “also” (as in "I also like kimchi”), but it additionally means “even” (as in “Even

you can speak Korean”) and "too” (as in "me too").

ME LXK E £0t8) 2.

"I like kimchi too.” or “I like kimchi also.”

Notice that using “I=" replaces the topic marker or the subject marker (or the object marker).
Without using "= here, this sentence could begin with “X+& or "X|7}."

I AR ZHAOf 2tof 8.

“He went to the store also.” or "He went to the store too.”

M Q2|87 st

"I even cook.” or "I cook too.” or "I cook also.”

The verb "8 2|3}Lt" “to cook,” can change to become “Q2|8}7|,” which means “cooking.”
For a full lesson on verb nominalization (changing verbs into nouns, such as in this example),

check out Episode 10.
"I" always comes after the noun it refers to, and never before it.
"CESH means "also,” and can also translate as “furthermore,” or “in addition.” It can be used

at the start or in the middle of a sentence.
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ESH M= O|= ARO[ 2.
“Furthermore, I am an American.” or “In addition, I am an American.” or “Also, I am an

American.”

1 A g OFEEL

“That is also beautiful.” or “In addition, that is beautiful.” or “Furthermore, that is beautiful.”

Again
I/ CHAl

"EE" and "CHA|" both translate to “again,” but are used in different ways.

"EL" means “again,” and has a literal meaning similar to “"EES}” ("also”); but the difference is
this: “EE” is used as an adverb. In addition, "5 has a slight negative connotation to it — it
is often used when someone is complaining about something, or when someone feels

embarrassed (e.g. “Oh no, I can't believe it happened again.”)

JE E o) 29018,

"He was late to the appointment again.”

2ty el

“You came again!”

Although "EE" is often used in negative situations, it can also be used when speaking
sarcastically or in a friendly tone. This sentence could therefore either sound quite friendly,
or rude; this depends on the relationship between the speaker and the listener — you know

when your friend is joking or not.

"CHA|" is used when you want to express “again,” but don't want to convey any sort of

negative feeling. “CtA|” is also used as an adverb.

ChA] ot 2HE7HR?

“Should we meet again once more?”
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"Bt means "one time” or "once.”

JH= CRA| 20| A| BHEERHCY
“She kissed him again.”

"HHBHSLCE means “to kiss,” as in a light kiss (not making out).

LECHA|

There's one more way to say “again,” and that is with "EEC}A|." As it appears, "EECHA|" is a
combination of both “"EE” and "C}A|." Its meaning has more emphasis (it sounds stronger)
than using either of them individually. Like "EE" and "C}A|,” “EEC}A]” is also used as an

adverb. "EECHA|,” like "EE," also has a negative connotation.

"EECFA|" can also be translated as “ever again” and can be used when telling someone not
to do something. If you're not certain how to use “EEC}A|,” just use “EE” or “C}A|” since
"EECHA|" is not used in all of the same situations as "EE” and “C}A|.” But it's important to

recognize it and know what it means.

EECEA] O 7|0f K| OFM[ 2.
"Don’t come here ever again.”

I hope that you'll be able to use "E=" and "EEBL" as well as "EE” and “CHA|” in your Korean
sentences more often. I recommend that you practice these words by making sentences of

your own. Good luck in your Korean studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 6: “Already”

Korean has two ways to say “already” — "0|0|" and "2 M|." They're a little different, but the

difference is pretty simple.

Already
o|Of / &M

"0|0]" is the regular way to express “already.”
"HI" means "already,” but it also expresses surprise or shock.

So whenever you want to express surprise or shock, use “&HAM{,” and for all other times use

"0[0]." It's simple, right?

Lt= oln] =/ HO.

"I already did the homework.”

o|O] A[EHOIR.
"It already started.”

M AIZRHOIR.
"It already started.” (“... and I'm surprised that it did!")

W AZS ZUAX|T olo] 2ot F ULt
"I found my first love, but it was after already getting married.”

"H" is an adjective that attaches before nouns to mean “(the) first.”

d22 EM L7talofe.

"He already left.” ("... and I'm surprised that he did!")

"J12" means “that person,” and is a polite way to refer to someone who you are not
directly speaking with.

"L}71410{ 2" is the past tense of the verb “L}7FA|CL” an extra polite way of saying “Lt7}C}.”
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gM =507
"Is it finished already?”
Since this sentence is lacking a "2" at the end, it is informal and for casual use only.

2N Y W7 = AL
“It's already time to graduate.”
"Z ASICH means "to graduate.”

This sentence literally means “Already it became the time to graduate.”

That's all for this lesson. As always, I recommend that you practice making your own

sentences using “0|0|" and "HM" in order to get a good feeling for how to use them in

regular speech. Good luck in your Korean studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 7: Negative Sentences

What is a negative sentence? In English we might say "I study Korean” — this would be a

normal sentence. A negative version of the same sentence would be "I do not study Korean.”

There are two ways to make a sentence negative. One way is by taking the verb stem
(remember that the verb stem is just the verb with the Cf removed) and attaching "X| QfCt”
and then conjugating the "&LC}" part at the end. Another way is by simply adding “¢t”

before the verb, and conjugating the verb like normal.

Is there a difference between “~X| QfC}” and “QF?” Yes, but it's not a big difference; “Qt”

sounds a bit more informal than “~X| QfCt"

verb stem + X| QC}

You can make any verb negative by taking its verb stem and attaching “X| 2LC}" onto the

end. Then, simply conjugate "L} anyway you'd like. Here are some example sentences:

X

rr
ok

=S A3 SEOSHX] fbotR.
"I do not study Korean often.”

W7t EX| &L

Lo

“The weather is not good.”

O™ LiseX] o}
“It's not that bad.”

"JHA" means “that” or “so,” and is used as an adverb.

You can also use “~X| &LCt" when asking questions to convey the meaning of “Don't you?”
or "Aren’t you?” In English, you'd have to rearrange the words in a sentence when asking

questions like this, but in Korean the word order stays the same.

B E EOISHx| pfota?

“Don't you like kimchi?”
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—1 OjXtE AbHSHX| Bor?

“Don't you love her?”

Sometimes you might see other particles attached between the “X|" and the "QtLC}" parts,

such as "I,"” the subject marker (0]/7}) or the topic marker (£/+). This is perfectly normal.

= stulof 7Hx| & ghote.

“He doesn't even go to school.”

And here are some common ways to conjugate "24LC}" as well:

o QbXL|C} (more polite — only as a statement)
o QU7 (more polite — only as a question)
o Qo2 (polite)

o OO} (casual)

OF + verb

The other way to make a sentence negative is by adding “@t" before the verb. Before 1
explain when it can be used, here are some examples (these sentences are for casual use

only):

Stwof e 7f?

“Aren’t you going to school?”

174 ot gjof?

“Aren’t you going to eat that?”

"7{" is a common abbreviation of “Zd"

Which one can I use?
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So you've now learned how to use both “~X| &Ct" and “Ot" to make negative sentences,
but the question is often asked, “Which one can I use?” There is a simple answer, and a not-

so-simple answer to this question.

You can use “~X| 2&C}” with any verb you’d like. You can use “2t" with many verbs, but

not with all verbs.

This is the simple answer. If you're not sure which verbs can use "Qh" then use "~X| L} to
make them negative. If you'd like the not-so-simple answer for exactly when you can use
"Ot" then keep reading. If you're a beginner who's learning Korean, you may want to ignore

the following section, which I've written in purple below.

About 60~65% of the Korean language comes from Chinese. Before $t= was created, the only way
to write was using the Chinese language, and only educated people could read and write Chinese.
Due to China’s long history with Korea, over time many words came into the Korean language — we
call these words “Sino-Korean” (“Sino” means “China”). You can see an example of Chinese in Korea if
you look at their numbers. "2, 0|, 4" is how Koreans count “1, 2, 3,” but Koreans also have their

own "“Pure-Korean” numbers, which begin with "StLt, =, All.” These words did not come from China,

which is why they're called “"Pure-Korean.”

So why is that important? Because only Pure-Korean verbs can use “Qh" and Sino-Korean verbs can
only use “~X| QC}L." However, Pure-Korean verbs can also use “~X| Ct," which is why I say that if

you're not sure if you can use “Qh" just use “~X| 2C}” to make a verb negative.

There are some exceptions. "4 SICH" and “S38|Ct" are Sino-Korean, but can also use "¢t.”

How can I tell a Pure-Korean verb from a Sino-Korean verb? The short answer is “you can't,” but
there are some tricks that can help. For example, all verbs that only contain two characters will be
Pure-Korean verbs. This includes many of the verbs you may already be familiar with such as “7}C}"

"QL}" "B LC}" etc. However, this rule does not always include “SICt," since “SFCH appears in both

Sino-Korean and Pure-Korean verbs.
Unless you're interested in learning which verbs came from China and which ones are Pure-Korean

(even most native Koreans will not know) you will have to rely on what you've heard before, and use

“Ot" with verbs that you know are okay to use them with.
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Okay, we're back now. To summarize what I've written above, you can use "@" only with
verbs that you know it is okay to use “Qt" with; for all other verbs, use “~X| 2LC}L." If you're

not sure whether you can use “Qt"” with a verb or not, just use “~X| QC}.”

I hope this lesson will help you to make better negative sentences in Korean. I recommend
that you practice by making your own example sentences with what we've gone over. Good

luck in your studies!

— 2%, thLell E Y
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Learn Korean Ep. 8: “To” and “from” a person

This lesson will cover how to say “to a person” and “"from a person.” This is different than
how to say "to a /location” and “from a /ocation,” which I'll explain in a later lesson. There are

three ways to say "to a person,” and three ways to say "from a person.”

“To" a person

“To" a person:

> A (extra polite)
> oA (normal)
> S| (casual)

All three of these are used directly after the person (noun) that they're referring to.

MY HAE MLt

"I wrote a letter to the teacher.”

Since I'm using "7H|,” it shows extra politeness toward the teacher.

SREHH 2AHAH L.

"I told my parents.” (Literally, “I said it to my parents.”)

Although "7H|" shows extra politeness, it does so only to the person you are referring to,
and not to the speaker. This is why the verb can still have regular "~8" ending — it could

even end without a "8" in casual situations.

oAl == =M.

"Please give me money.” (Literally, "Please give money to me.")

L= J0f|AH d=& FUALCE

"I gave him a present.” (Literally, "I gave a present to him.")
LA =7tset €2 Sl

“Nothing is impossible to me.”
"LHA|" is an abbreviation of “L}0j|A."
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"= 7S SICH means “to be impossible.”

Lighe] 2ol .

“Tell me.” (Literally, "Tell it to me.")

off At LtoHH| S 0{ 2= #OF?

"Why do you keep asking me?” (Literally, “"Why do you keep asking it to me?”)

"XH" means “to keep~ (doing)” or "repeatedly,” and is an adverb.

"S 0| ELCH" means “to ask.”

In English, when using verbs such as “to ask” or "to tell,” we remove "to” when the verb
comes immediately before the person we are speaking to (e.g. "I asked him a question”
versus "l asked a question to Aim."). In Korean, "to” is always added, even if the English
translation does not contain it.

Since this sentence uses "L}" and ends with "OF" it is casual, so "SHE|” fits nicely.

“From” a person
All three of these are also used directly after the person (noun) that they're referring to.

“From” a person:

> A (extra polite)
> O|A[(M) (normal)
> SHE|(A) (casual)

Note that “74|" remains the same, and the other two are also the same, but with “A{" added
in parentheses. The "A|" in parentheses is optional, and is only needed when necessary.
Most often, the context of the sentence alone can tell the listener whether the speaker
means “to” or “from.” Here's an example to show what I mean:

d=M EFSLCH

"I gave it to him.”

"1&" is a polite way to say “him" or "her.”
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"CE 2|C}" is a more polite way to say "=LC}," "to give,” and is used when the speaker is giving

something to someone he or she wishes to show extra respect to; it is also quite common.

dA2H 2pAS LT

“T received it from him."

Notice that there is no confusion that the first sentence means “to” and the second

sentence means “from.” It is easy to distinguish from the context.

o KOYAM Hei7t St
"I got a call from an old friend.”

"Q@ a2l XIF1" means “an old friend” (as in the time you've known him or her, not age).
"M37F @LCH means “to get a call,” but literally it means “a call comes.”

This sentence is a good example of a time when you should add the "A{.” Without "A{,” this
sentence could mean “an old friend got a phone call” (literally, “a call came to an old
friend”). If the meaning could be vague, or if you're not sure, then it's best to add the

“M" when you want to say “from.”

1 Of7| =7LEHE| SRA0?

"Who'd you hear that from?”

"0 7|" is a casual abbreviation for “0|Of7|.”

Since the verb is "EL}" "to hear” or "to listen,” it's clear that this sentence could only mean

“from,” so the "A{" is not necessary.

I'd recommend reading this lesson over again and practicing making your own sentences
using what we've gone over, until you're able to use “to a person” and "from a person”

without difficulty. I hope this lesson was helpful. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 9: Topic and Subject Markers

Topic Markers (2/+) and Subject Markers (0|/7}) have been a large source of confusion
among Korean learners; even most native Koreans can't explain how to use them, although
they are able to use them perfectly. The Topic Marker and Subject Marker are actually quite
simple, and their usages and meanings are well defined; much of the confusion revolving
around these comes from Korean lessons that are lacking in explanation, or that gloss over

important details. Let's clear some things up.

Topic Marker

The Topic Marker is either "2" if it comes after a consonant, or “&=" if it comes after a
vowel, and is placed directly after a new topic. If I'm talking about my best friend ("my
best friend” will be the topic of my sentence for this example), and I want to say "My best

friend went to the store,” I'd place the Topic Marker directly after “my best friend.”

‘L 7hy et TFE ZHA o ZkE
"My best friend went to the store.”

Remember that “L}2|" often shortens to “LY.”

Since the topic of the sentence has now been established as being “my best friend,”

anything else I say afterward will also be in reference to the topic (“my best friend”). If 1
wanted to then say in the next sentence, "Yesterday my best friend bought an apple,” 1
wouldn’t have to restate the topic — I wouldn’t have to add “my best friend” in this next

sentence — since we already know what the topic is. This is the function of the Topic Marker.

"O{ M| At2tS MCE
"Yesterday (my best friend) bought an apple.”
We don't need to restate “my best friend,” since it was already established as the topic in

the previous sentence.

I should note that saying “My best friend went to the store,” and “Yesterday he bought an

apple,” isn't how anyone would naturally speak in a regular situation in Korean (or in
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English), but this example does show how the topic marker basically works. The Topic

Marker sets the topic of what you're talking about.

You can think of the Topic Marker as meaning something like “As for~,” as in the example
"As for me (I don't know about you guys, but), 1 like kimchi." It sets up a whole new topic

for the sentence, changing whatever may have been there before.

‘L ZHE R T E ZHAOf ZECE”
"As for my best friend, he went to the store.”

Me UK E £0t8l 2.

o

“T like kimchi.” or “As for me, I like kimchi.”

Subject Marker

The Subject Marker is either "0|" if it comes after a consonant, or "7}" if it comes after a
vowel, and is also placed directly after a subject. By “subject,” I mean the same "subject”

that we learn in English class.

T kicked the ball.”
Can you find the subject in this sentence? Can you remember that kid in elementary school

who could twirl a pencil around his thumb? (The subject here is " by the way.)

In English, the subject is simply whatever, or whoever is performing an action, or being
described in the sentence; the Subject Marker in Korean works the same way. When you use
the Subject Marker you are specifying the actual subject of a sentence. This is different from
the Topic Marker because while the Topic Marker sets aside a new topic for the sentence
(remember “As for~"), the Subject Marker simply marks the subject, and does not

change any previous topic that the speaker may have been talking about.
"7t HAS 5olola?

“Did Cheolsoo eat lunch?”

"M AI(Z) HLH means “to eat lunch.”
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For this sentence, the topic remains the same — whatever the topic originally may have been.
Before this sentence, the speakers may have been discussing their favorite movie, and could

return to talking about movies even after this sentence is asked and answered.
If you were to ask this question using the Topic Marker, the overall meaning would change.

ik B2 yR0e?
"How about Cheolsoo — did he eat lunch?” or “As for Cheolsoo, did he eat lunch?”
You can see how the Topic Marker changes the topic of the sentence. Even if the topic

before were ‘favorite movies’, the speaker has now changed the topic to be about Cheolsoo.

The Subject Marker only points out the subject of a sentence, and doesn't change the topic

to a new one. Because of this, the Subject Marker is also used when answering questions.

ot 7t 5 A 2otr?
u

“What do you think would be best?”

OlAl 7t &5 A #ota.

"I think this would be best.”

"H" is a casual, shorter way to say "Z0][.”

This sentence would not be answered using the Topic Marker, because it would sound

awkward; using the Topic Marker would sound like you were changing the question.

Here’s an example of what it would be like to use the Topic Marker in a place where the
Subject Marker should be used instead:

oA I £ A Zote.

“As for this, I think it would be best.”

"Z1" is a casual, shorter way to say "A2."

This sentence would only be said if you were comparing “this” to something else, since
using the Topic Marker here would be introducing a different topic. You coul/d say “As for
this, it would be best,” if you are planning on talking about “this” afterward, and you felt the

listener would not mind if you changed the topic.

GO! Billy Korean



Page 4 of 5
27t AAH RARK?
"What's so funny?”
"2 7|Ct" means “to be ridiculous,” or “to be (laughably) funny.”

To answer the above sentence, you can fill in the blank below.

’ (ol/7h A8

If you wanted to put a person here as the subject, just know that calling a person "2 7|Ct"

is rude. A better way to call someone “funny” in a positive way is with the verb “Xj0|(7})

QIC}" which means “to be humorous” or “to be entertaining.”

“E7F Mol AN .

"Cheolsoo is humorous (funny).”

Topic and Subject Marker... together

Let's go over some examples using the Topic Marker and the Subject Marker in the same

sentence; hopefully this will help you see a bit more clearly the different roles they play.

Lt W 74 &oh E7F 7hAOff 2Tk 2T

"I said that my best friend went to the store.”

Whenever someone is saying a quote, the person saying the quote (here it is "L}") will be
followed by the Topic Marker, and the subject of the quote (here it is "L§ 7t& Flgt X7
will be followed by the Subject Marker.

This does not only apply to quotes; any time you have one statement inside of another in

the same sentence, you will use the Topic and Subject Markers in this same way.
Lt 0t7F 748 FL.

“T like mom the best.”

This literally means, "As for me, mom is the best.”
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We can switch the topic of the sentence ("L}") with the subject of the sentence ("®0}") and

show you how it would look.

A0t= LH7F 71 &Lt
“Mom likes me the best.”

This literally means, “As for mom, I am the best.
"Lt" + the Subject Marker becomes "L} 7}."

dH2 =0(7t =2 X|.

“As for fish, snapper is the best.”

This can also be translated (more naturally) as, “"When it comes to fish, snapper is the best.”
"MM" means “(dead) fish,” and "&=0|" means “snapper (fish).” If you wanted to talk about a

live fish, you'd use "&117|."

I hope you can see that the Topic Marker and Subject Marker aren't so vague after all.
However, they do take practice to get right. Practice speaking Korean as much as possible

and you'll be using both of these naturally in no time.
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Learn Korean Ep. 10: Nominalization

What's nominalization? Nominalization is when you change a verb into a noun. The word

“nominalization” comes from the Latin word “nom,” meaning "name” or "noun.”

Here are some examples of nominalization:

Ne Mg
“I like to read books.”

+Fot7|71 02 K.

"Swimming is difficult.”

29| 7k2H0| ofF St

"His teachings were very wonderful.”

Korean has three different ways to change a verb into a noun.

> verbstem+ = A

o OSlCt= 5= A

> verb stem + 7|

o BICt = 7|
» verb stem + /o0 ("2" if it ends in a consonant, or “o” if it ends in a vowel)

o Ot = Tt

verb stem + = A

This form is a tiny bit more formal than “"verb stem + 7|."

Me Bzt B7|E 0t 8.
"I like watching movies.”

Me 93t BE HS Zop|R.

“T like to watch movies.”
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The difference in English between the two above sentences seems small, but there is a
difference in feeling; Koreans will notice this difference perhaps more than an average

English speaker would.

Another way you can think of this form is by translating it as "the act of~," as in “the act of

doing something.”

" 1

12
n
4
12
rir
SN

The only exception to this rule is with verb stems that end with “2." For these cases, simply

remove the "2" before adding "= 4."

° MAEFEI_M Mto “Ve” I:> Al’E Z_J
° M(DEFEI_M Mto knOW" I:> Ol’E Z_J

verb stem + 7|

"

This form is a tiny bit more informal than “verb stem + = Z1.” This form is also often used
when making a to-do list.

o HADBILCH 2 HADBLY| = “cleaning (the house)”

o JEIILC} o FEBLY| = “studying”

o Q2|SICt = Q2|5}7| = “cooking”

This form is also used with several other grammatical constructions such as:

e "because~" = verb stem + 7| [ 20
e "before~" = verb stem + 7| FOf
e "in order to~" = verb stem + 7| |3

There are some times when either this form (verb stem + 7]|) or the first form (verb stem +

= ) will be preferred over the other; don't worry about that though, as both forms are
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grammatically correct. You will learn which ones sound better through regular Korean

practice.

verb stem + /0o

Use "&" when the verb stem ends in a consonant, or “c” when it ends in a vowel. Although
this one can also be used to turn verbs into nouns, just like the other two forms, this form
is only used when the noun becomes its own, independent noun. By that, I mean turning
a verb into a noun this way causes the new noun to seem like its own, separate vocabulary
word. Because of this, nouns made from this form will most often be listed in the

dictionary as their own entries (whereas nouns made from other forms will not).

Here are a few examples of verbs changed into nouns using this form:

7t2X|C} "to teach” = Zt2 A = “teachings”

HY Lt “to learn” = H|2 = “learning” or “study”

XICH "to sleep” = &t = “sleep” (often used in " (&) X}Lt," "to sleep”)
==L} "to dance” > = = “"a dance” (often used in "%(&) L}, “to dance”)
AT} “to live” = 4 = "life”

=L} "to help” > B3 = "help” (this is an irregular verb)

You can see through these examples how this form is used to create completely

independent, unique nouns from the verbs they came from.

This verb also has one more usage. It can be used as a verb conjugation at the end of a
sentence. Instead of using the ~8 form or the ~L|C} form (or any other form), you can just

attach “2" or “0" to a verb stem to end a sentence.

o Obefa’ or "ot LI o 9t g
. dolatorgEUL o s

Conjugating a verb this way is used in written notices or in “comment” sections on papers.
A school record on a student might read in the comments, “=&| 2t&t" ("Doesn’t do

homework.”), or perhaps, "OtF £ st Q" (“Is a very good student.”).
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In any other form (such as speech, or any other written medium), this form is only used as

slang by young teenagers — it is considered impolite, and immature. Here's an example:

H &3 et AbEL
"I hate you. I'm not dating you.”
I don't recommend using this form in this way, as it sounds very childish, but just

understand what it means in case you do see or hear it.

Here's one more tip. If you're not sure whether you can use this form (verb stem + &/o)

to change a verb into a noun, it's best to pick one of the other two forms.

Well, that's all for this lesson. I recommend practicing nominalization more on your own

with some Korean verbs to make sure you've got it down. Hope this helps!
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Learn Korean Ep. 11: This, That, and That

There's one way to say “this” in Korean (“0|"), but two ways to say “that” ("Z1" and "A").

Let's go over each of them.
0| This
"0|" is used when talking about something that's close to the speaker, just like in English.
O|A L{f Zro|:, T A Y| 7H$0|of.
“This is my bag, and that is your bag.”
"H" is a casual way to write and say "Z0|."

“4|" is "L 2|,” and is pronounced "L|" in casual speech.

"0|" can be used for physical things that are close to the speaker, or for things mentally

close to the speaker, such as ideas or concepts, also just like in English.

O 4Ztof Chol Oof A dZotM a?
"What do you think about this idea?”

A That

“Z1" is used when talking about something that's close to the listener.

O[A| Wi 7ol A Ul Z7H40]of.
“This is my bag, and that is your bag.”

In this sentence, "Z1A|" ("your bag”) must be close to the listener.

3 gEol 2 A Zota.

"I think that method is good.”

Here, "method” is used with "Z1,” meaning it must be close to the listener; in this case, it's
something that is mentally close — a concept. It was probably recently presented by the

listener to the speaker of this sentence.
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X That

"X" is used when talking about something that’s not close to either the speaker or the

listener (far from both listener and speaker).

X Zo| ofF #He.
“That house is very big.”
"X" is used here because the house must be far from both the speaker and the listener. If

the house were directly next to the listener, the speaker would have used “1."

X7 2& ZEL ofo|rjofztm?
"What kind of good idea is that?”

This sentence could be said while watching television with a friend and a program is playing
that is talking about “an amazing idea.”

"X" would be used here because the thing, the idea presented in the program, is far from
both the speaker and the listener. Neither the speaker nor the listener had the idea

themselves.

Overview

Before we go any further, let's summarize how to use “O[,” “"21" and "X{.”

uoln — uThiSM

» Used for things or concepts close to the speaker.

”J_” - ”That”

» Used for things or concepts close to the listener.

”X‘I " - ”That”

» Used for things or concepts far from both the speaker and the listener.

Advanced “11" vs. “X"
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"Z1" and “X" can, in certain cases, seem to overlap in usage. This section is not for people who are learning
about “0],” “2" and “"X{" for the first time, as it could make things confusing — I've written this part in purple
to distinguish it as difficult material. Read this section only after you've got a strong grasp of the basic concept
first — these are advanced concepts.

82 YU F2 MygoNole.

S

ro

“That person was a really good teacher.”
This sentence means that the teacher must be close to the listener somehow, right?

Well, not here. Because “Z1" has one more usage.

“Z1" is also used for things (or people) that are physically far from both the listener and the speaker, but only if
the listener and speaker aren’t looking at it when talking about it.

A: X Zl0| OfF #Q.
“That house is very big.”

"X " is used because the house the speaker is talking about is far from both the speaker and the listener. A reply

might look like this:

B: 1, M Z 0| Of% 78,
"Yes, that house is very big.”
The listener still replied with “X" because the house is still far away. However, if the listener and speaker began

to walk away from the house and stopped looking at it, the next sentence could look like this:

A: O FHOM F7F &3 AS?

"Do you think someone might be living in that house?”

Notice that the speaker switched to “71,” because even though the house is still far away from both of them, it's
no longer something they're looking at. If they were to stop and turn to face to house again, they would

return to using "X{.”

“X" also has another usage; “X" can be used for things far from both the speaker and the listener, and that

the speaker knows but does not think the listener knows what he or she is referring to.

ALK AMZE BA 2 Ho| 90/2?
"Have you seen that person before by chance?”

nas
=A

" means "by (any) chance.”
Here, the speaker knows who “that person” is, but doesn't think the listener does. Once the speaker thinks that

the listener knows “that person,” the speaker will change to “"11."

B: 0L 2. X AMRtS = HO| glola.

“No. I have never seen that person before.”
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The listener (B) probably looks at the person, realizes he or she does not know them, and replies. At this point,
the speaker of the first sentence (A) now knows that the listener (B) knows who he or she is referring to (even

though the listener does not know who the person is, the listener is aware of who the speaker was referring to).

A: 11 AFEHO| sHM et a?
“Could that person be a student?”
It changed to "11," because the speaker (A) now knows that the listener (B) at least knows who he or she is

referring to.

Although this makes things more complicated, the original meanings of “Z1" and “X|" have not changed at all.
Talking about a house that is far away using “X{" means the concept of the house is also far away from both
the listener and the speaker — talking about that same house using "Z1" means the concept of that house is now
close to the listener. The concept's location can change mentally depending on the situation (depending on

whether the speaker is assuming the concept of the house is far or close to the listener).

Additional Uses of “1"” and “X{"

Here are a few additional uses of “O|" and "X" that can be used by any level.

"0|" can also be used for insulting someone, the same way we might start a sentence with
“You~" in English — "You idiot!” In Korean, this would be "0| HtE OF!" Be careful when using

"0|" in this way, as it can sound rude, like in English, when used in the wrong situations.

"Z1" can also be used as an informal way to say "him” in Korean, and “"Z114" as an informal
way to say "her.” You'll see this used in textbooks often, but it is not commonly used in

speech because it can sound rude.

Don't worry if you skipped over the advanced parts in purple — they're for later on anyway,
and by the time you want to learn them, you may already know them! The most important
parts to take away from this lesson are in the Overview section. I hope this lesson has

helped you to better understand how “0|,” "21" and “X{" are used.
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Learn Korean Ep. 12: “Only”

There are many ways to say “only” in Korean, and it all depends on the context. Which one
you pick may depend on whether or not you want to use it as an adverb, or an adjective,

etc. Pick and choose the ones you think you'd like to use.
noun + gt

Attach “Tt” directly after a noun. " replaces any Topic Marker or Subject Marker that

might've originally gone there.
=
“Only | speak Korean.”

"He likes only movies.”

"B can also follow verbs that have been changed into nouns (see Episode 10 on

nominalization).

O &0 7t7|2 ot S = A= Ao K.

=
“If you only go to class you'll be able to graduate.”

A

MAO'{

"

"Z ASICH means “to graduate,” and means “a class (at school).

noun + 2O0|C}

WA 52 A2 AlzHEolt.

"The only thing | have left is time.”
"LHH" is a shorter way to write “LtOf| A|.”

While “2t can be used with verbs converted into nouns, “#£0|C}" cannot. In order to use

this form with verbs, take the verb stem and add “2/2 ®O|C}” (2 if the verb stem ends

in a vowel, and & if it ends in a consonant).
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Lt 7|28 #ojct.

“I only pray.”
"7| = 38ICH means “to pray.”

Using "2t this sentence could be written as “LH= 7| =8}7| ¢ SHCt”

noun + 540f

This form is only used in negative constructions (see Episode 7 on negative sentences). The
literal meaning of "840f|" is “outside,” as in "& 50" (“outside the house”). It also translates

as "other than” or "except.”

“I can only speak Korean.” or “I don't speak anything other than Korean.”

A SO Sl
“There's only that person” or “There isn't anybody except that person.

Another common place to see "St0f|" is in the construction, “to be unable to do anything
but~" (“The only thing one can do is~"); this is made by taking the verb stem and adding

"a/2 5o glck”

Algl Z21p7F obE| oF Ligt=0| 7|ChE 50l §lo1.

“The test results haven't come out yet, so the only thing | can do is wait.”

“ZA1" means “results,” and “7|Ct2|CH means “to wait.”

O[X| et=r0il ALt et=Z S HiE 50l 8lCt

“Now that I'm in Korea there's nothing | can do but learn Korean.”

noun + &2t OfL| 2}

verb stem + 2 /2 ¥90F ofL|2}
This one is a combination of “#" and “Zt" and means “It's not only (noun), but~."
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JAE oL 2} O] A= J2H 8.
“It's not only that, but this too.”
Mz 2lARY 2k ofL 2 ARE L Tt
“I'm not only an employee, but I'm the president.”

"2|AFR" means “an employee (of a company),” and “AH&" means “the president (of a

company).”
THX|

"EEX|" can translate as “only,” but another good translation is “simply.”

Lt= X At HE

“I only want to sleep.” or "I simply want to sleep.”

Cjat

[ -

"C}EH can translate as “only,” but another good translation is “merely.”

Lt= CHEk 7|7t %12 #20|Ct

“It's only that I'm small.” or “It's merely that I'm small.”
RS

"Q " is often used in combination with “Zt" or "#."

a4 2% g0l & &+ A= o[k

"That is something that only you can do.”

"124" is a short way of saying or writing "1Zd2."

L7 @ 1{%0|of.

"All I have is only you."
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| —]

"LY 2" is a short way of saying or writing “Lt0f| Al &.

o

"EH is used as an adjective, so it's used to describe a noun as being “only” something.

O M|&0| F St ol A4

.
“The only (one) book in the world.”
"O| Ml&" means “the world"” (literally, “this world).

"EF SELE means “only one.”
|
FYolILt

This verb means “to be the only one,” and can be used as either an adverb or an adjective.

As an adverb, it's “F25t7,” and as an adjective, it's “F 2 $L" Using it either way is fine.

HdEHO| fYSH oS 2 + U= AFROIM L.

=
“The teacher is the only person who can speak Korean.”

Y0 oS & = A= FET AHROIN R,

“The teacher is the only person who can speak Korean.”
verb stem + =/& [}E0|C}

This one can translate as “I'm only~" or “I'm just~,” and is most often used with descriptive

verbs (adjectives).

1 #7420 £ ngo|ct

"

It's just that I'm jealous of his personality.”

AH 0|20 &S Hels A2 2ty 420 mE YL ch

“I just think putting ketchup on steak isn't that great.”
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Conclusion

| know there are a lot of these, so don't stress about learning all of them. If you can only
pick one to learn, learn “T1" as it is the most versatile option. As for the rest of them,
look at the examples and choose which ones you think you could find useful. | hope that

you'll be able to expand your Korean through this lesson.
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Learn Korean Ep. 13: “Whether (or not)” and “If"

Let's go over how to say "Whether” and "If.” An example in English would be “I don't know
whether he'll be there,” or “I don't know if he'll be there.” In this way, it's used for talking

about things that are unknown.

The rules will change a little bit, depending on whether we're working with Action Verbs or

Descriptive Verbs.

What is an Action Verb? Action Verbs are verbs that do things. "HLC}," "to eat,” and "A}LCt”
"to sleep,” are two examples. “QULCH" “to exist,” and “§ICt," “to not exist,” are also Action
Verbs.

What is a Descriptive Verb? Descriptive Verbs are verbs that describe things. "Xl & S}C}”
"to be friendly,” and “ZLC}," "to be good,” are two examples. "O|C}," “to be,” and "OfL|C},"

=
o

“to not be,” are also Descriptive Verbs.

Using Action Verbs
Here are the rules for conjugating "Whether (or not)” and “If"” when using an Action Verb.

Present Tense:

% verb stem + =X|
Past Tense:

% verb stem + 0{/O}/etc + M =X|

e The middle part (0{/0O}/etc) is conjugated the same as when making the ""
form (see Episode 2).

Future Tense:

< verb stem + (2/8)X|

"&X|" is used following a consonant, and "2 X|" is used following a vowel.

Using Descriptive Verbs
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Here are the rules for conjugating "Whether (or not)” and “If"” when using a Descriptive Verb.

The only difference here from Action Verbs is when using the present tense.

Present Tense:
< verb stem + (L/2)X|
e "2X|" follows a consonant, and “L X|" follows a vowel.
Past Tense:
% verb stem + 0{/O}/etc + Mm=X|
e This is the same as for Action Verbs.
Future Tense:
% verb stem + (2/2)X|

e This is the same as for Action Verbs.

When using Descriptive Verbs, many of the rules that apply when conjugating the "&" form
also apply here. For example, take the verb "&L}," “to be cold.” As usual, remove the "&"

and add "," just like when making the “Q" form. Let's take a look in detail:

Using the Descriptive Verb “&C}:"
> Remove the "C}" = "&"
» Conjugate as you would for "2" form:
o The verb ends with “&,” so remove the “"&” and add "&" = "FL"

» Now add any tense you'd like....

o Present: YN
o Past "EHE=X]"
o Future: =2 K|

Descriptive Verbs require this additional step only in verbs with exceptions (such as verbs
ending in "&"); Action Verbs do not. I highly recommend going over Episode 2 to make

sure that you have a good grasp on standard "Q" form conjugation.

Example Sentences

Mz 37k AZ|of AS%] =Et2.
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"I don't know whether he will be there.” or I don't know if he will be there.”

This sentence uses an Action Verb in the future tense.

XMe 37 A7 J=X] =22
"I don't know whether/if he is there.”

This sentence uses an Action Verb in the present tense.

XMe 37 A7 ARE=X| =2t8.
“T don't know whether/if he was there.”

This sentence uses an Action Verb in the past tense.

e LENEY HEX| 33302.
“I'm wondering whether/if tomorrow will be hot too like today.”

This sentence uses a Descriptive Verb in the future tense.

X5 =7t HHEX| LT 2.
"Please tell me whether/if Cheolsoo is busy now.”

This sentence uses a Descriptive Verb in the present tense.
OfXM 2 AlHO| OjHHER €1 20 Q.

"I want to know whether/if that test yesterday was difficult.”

This sentence uses a Descriptive Verb in the past tense.

Whether or not
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1

By adding one more form, you can also say “whether or not.” This form is an intermediate concept,

so I've highlighted it in purple. Please skip this section if this is your first time learning about the

concepts above. Here's an example:

M= A7t AZ|of ASA| ASX] =222,

“T don't know whether or not he will be there.”

This sentence literally means "/ don’t know whether he will be there or whether he will not be there."

Here's how to conjugate it:
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For Action Verbs, take the negative form of the verb (see Episode 7) and conjugate it the same way
as shown above. The negative form of the verb can just be the verbs own opposite (e.g. "£0}S}ICH =
" OSICEH" or "QICH = “QIC}H"), or it can be the verb conjugated into a negative form (e.g. “ZO}S}LCH"
= "ZO0}SFX| L") — you are free to choose either one. You can also add “OfL|H" (before the
negative form of the verb) to separate the sentence into two parts, and make it clearer and easier to

understand.

S40[ =X et EX| = 2OHA| EorR?

“Aren’t you curious whether or not your younger sibling will come?”

A7F K &S FOMSH=A| oF EOSt=X| =28,

"I don't know whether or not he likes K-pop.”

This sentence literally means, "7 don't know whether he likes K-pop or doesn't like it"

a7t KBS FOFSHER| M0jsHeR| 22t

"I don't know whether he likes K-pop or hates it.”

For Descriptive Verbs, take the negative form of the verb and conjugate it the same way as shown
above. You can also add “OfL|H" to separate the sentence into two parts, and make it clearer and
easier to understand. But you have one more option — you can use the verb "O}L|C}," “to not be,”

instead of the entire conjugation.
uoI_LI EI':"

» Present: O} I X|

> Future: OFEX]

> Past: OfL| R} =X|

You can only use “OtL|C}" in this way (“whether or not") with Descriptive Verbs.

L2 25X HEX| OfL|H ¢t 22X 353 R.

“I'm wondering if tomorrow will be hot too like today or not.”

X5 7t HHEX| OFHX| H2iFM 2.

“"Please tell me whether or not Cheolsoo is busy now.”

OIX 1 A0l o2 =X| OIL|AE=X] €1 MoK,
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"I want to know if that test yesterday was difficult or not.”

Additional Usage
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This section is also in purple, as it is an intermediate concept. Please skip this section as well if you

skipped the previous purple section.

ME0] O|ZA F2X &2 AAAK?

"Did you know that Seoul would be this cold?”

Notice that the above section has no “whether” or “if.” This is because this form has a deeper

meaning than just "whether” and “if" — it’s used for talking about things that are unknown. It's not

a new concept though; using “whether” and "if" already signifies in English that we're talking about

something that is unknown. "I don't know whether he likes K-pop” expresses that the speaker does

not know something — “whether he likes K-pop” is unknown. This form is therefore also used with

words such as what, who, how, why, where, when, and how much.

L= ®H7H 7HS 12X €21 40 2.

“T want to know what is the easiest.”

T MY EEREX] XN EMR.

“Try to guess who is the smartest.”

Li= U7F o B A "X S5

“I'm curious how you did it.”

Ot off %A MeEX oS = gloja.
"I can't understand why he did that.”

OIC| M Ef A|Zrs|oF BX] mBl0|Ct.

“I'm worried where I'll have to start from.”

M 71 Zto] ARIZEX|RIX] OtM| 27

“Do you know when the sale period is until?”

gilof ¢
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“Please teach me where you are learning Korean.”

This form has a 3™ usage as well, for saying “How to~." I won't cover it here, because there are a few

more ways to say “How to~," but here's an example using this form.

L= dXIE oBA ==X L2 ACH

"I know how to make kimchi.”
Conclusion
Don't stress about the parts in purple — in fact, skip them if you're not yet confident with

the basics. And remember that practicing what you learn is the best way to get better at

Korean, so keep practicing and keep studying. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 14: “When" and “If"

There are two common ways to express “when” and “if" in Korean. Let's go over each of

them.

verb stem + ()™

Take the verb stem (the verb with the “C} removed), and add "© ™" if it ends in a

consonant, or “H" if it ends in a vowel.
"HA=SICH would become "A=5H "
"HLC}H would become “HOH "
“H|MFCH would become "H|MWH."

"0 = C} would become "O{2{ ™"

» Remember that certain Descriptive Verbs (such as ones that end in "&") have special

conjugation rules (see Episode 2 for more information).

verb stem + (2/2) Uj

Take the verb stem and add “& [M|" if it ends in a consonant, or “2 " if it ends in a vowel.
"SI0 would become A=k Of."
"ML} would become "HE "

"H|MFCH would become “HpH [rf”
"O] @ L} would become "0 2{-& I}

Differences
Let's go over the differences between these two forms.
verb stem + (2)™H

In English, “when” and “if" can often be interchanged.
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AlZto] A2 Z0| B HXt.
“If you have time, let's eat together.”

This sentence could also be translated as, “"When you have time, let's eat together.”

This form is used for talking about a hypothetical situation. Therefore, it can sometimes

translate as “when” and other times as "“if."

2= H|7t 2L 20 L7k AL
"If it rains today, let's not go outside.”

"HH(0f))" means "outside,” and "L}7}CH means “to go out.”

#2] o 51 Fof

“If you don't do it right away, you're dead!”

FRHOA XESHH 4L =S ROl 22 AHY K.
"If you are nice to your parents, you will get many birthday presents.”

"XIAESICH means “to be nice/kind.”

verb stem + (2/8) U
The word "I" literally means “time,” such as "the time when.” Two examples are the
sentences, "The last time when I went to school,” or “The time I got married.” This form is

only used when you want to refer to the actual event in time.

Ae Btmol g I ZRuR.

“When I am at school, I study.” Or you could say, “The times when I'm at school, I study.”

NEO[7h B HE mf A[N2 K.

“The cat is noisy when it eats.” Or you could say, “The times when the cat eats, it's noisy.”

"A|LELC} means “to be noisy/loud.”

Comparison
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See if you can guess which of these two sentences is more correct. 7/ give you a hint,

they're both grammatically correct but one of them sounds rather silly.

A. 225tH Q2[5 Bol & Ao a.
"When we get married, we're going to cook a lot!”
B. 2=2¢d [l 22|5 BO| & A .

“When we get married, we're going to cook a lot!”

Take a moment to think about what each of these examples mean literally, using the notes

we went over. When you've decided, read the next line.

Did you choose A? That's correct. But what if you guessed B? I said that both sentences are

grammatically correct, so let's take a look at what each of them mean.

A. Z2otH 22[5 WOl & Ao 8.

"When we get married, we're going to cook a lot!”
This sentence uses the “verb stem + (2)3" form, so it means that this is a hypothetical
situation. “7f we get married, or when we get married (“in the event that we get married”),

we’re going to cook a lot!”

B. Z2& M 22| 0| & Ao .

“When we get married, we're going to cook a lot!”
This sentence uses the “verb stem + (2 /&) [If" form, so it means that this is referring to
the actual event in time. "At the time when we get married (in the chapel, at the very

moment when we become husband and wife, while I'm in my tuxedo, and you're in your

dress), we are going to cook a lot!” Although B is grammatically correct, it sounds silly.

Example Sentences with “If{"

Here are some examples of correct ways to use the “verb stem + (2/2) " form.
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=HE & o LSsHof = L.
"You need to focus when you do homework.”

"ZI=3ICH means “to concentrate/focus.”

L7t RS W ot=22 X WOl
"When I was young, I couldn't speak Korean.”
"0{2|C}" means “to be young (as a child),” and "O{RIC}" is the past tense of "0 2|LC}."

2 I HEES AKX OLM Q.
"Don’t use your cell phone when you're driving."

u.a_

"M SICH means “to drive (a vehicle),” and Z" means “cell phone” (literally "hand

phone”).
Conclusion
Once you understand the differences between these two forms, start using them as much as

possible. Practicing what you learn is the best way to get better at Korean, so keep

practicing and keep studying. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 15: Past Tense

Let's jump right into the conjugation rules for making the past tense.

verb stem + (O}/0{/etc) + “m” + (“C}” or conjugate it)

Start with the verb stem (the verb, minus the "C}"), and add "O}" or "0{" (etc) — this part is
determined in the same way as when you conjugate the “Q" form (see Episode 2). Then

attach “Am" to the bottom of it. Finally, add a "C}" if you just want the plain form of your
new past tense verb, or conjugate it to any other form (see Episode 17 to learn about the

plain form).

If it's easier for you, here's how to turn the "Q" form into past tense directly:
“Q" form-"2" + "m"” + (“"C}” or conjugate it)

Here are just a couple of common ways to conjugate the past tense:

“Q" form: (see Episode 2) = Add "0{R"
“~L|C}”" Form: (see Episode 21) = Add "&L|Ct" Or add "&L|7}?"

Let's take the verb "&E3SICH" "to study.”
» Getthe "Q" form = FE3|&
» Remove the "2" = S5
> Add "m" = ZEHM
>

Conjugate the ending any way you'd like > SEHH L / SEUESLICE / etc

Take the verb “=L}," "to play,” or “to hang out.”
> Get the "2" form = =02
> Remove the "Q" = =0}
> Add "m" =2 =Q
» Conjugate the ending any way you'd like > =UH K / =USLICH/ etc

Take the verb "EL}" "to be hot.”
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Get the "Q" form = H Q|2

Remove the "2" = H <

Add “"m" = F

Conjugate the ending any way you'd like = HZ 0K / §ZESLICt / etc

Y V VYV V

Example Sentences

M= doj #ola.

"I went home.”

HFOAM 7IEE BRASLICH

“I received a card from a friend.

n

OfX M=0| otz FRELICL
"Yesterday Seoul was very cold.”

"I prepared some delicious food.”

ol =7t AAN?

“Who was at home?”
Two exceptions: “O|C}” and “OfL|LC}”
"O|LCt," "to be,” is conjugated differently in the past tense.

consonant + 0|2 (C}H / vowel + ¥ (C}H

After a consonant, add “O|®1" and then add either "C}" (if you want plain form) or conjugate

the end. After a vowel, add "&" and then add "C}" or conjugate it.

N g0 shyolAct.

"I was also a student a long time ago.”
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This could have also been conjugated to "O|{{ " or "O|}&L|LC}" for example.

YY H0|UE SRS

—

"It was a really fun day.”

"=

SHE" means "a/one day.”

This could have also been conjugated to " H " or "R & L|Ct" for example.
"OfL|C}" “to not be,” conjugates as “OfL| U (C})."

AHE O |0 Q10] ofL| ol L.

“Actually, he was not a celebrity.”

"AbA" means "actually” or “in reality,” and "G 0| 21" means “a celebrity.”

This could have also been conjugated to "OfL| R} & L|Ct" for example.

Conclusion

Past Tense is simple, but takes practice to become quick at making it. As always,

practicing

what you learn will be the best way to reinforce these concepts. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 16: Future Tense

Although it's called "future tense,” it's really more of a probable future tense than a definite
future tense —the Korean "future tense” might translate to “will,” or it might translate to
"would,” depending on how it's used. For now, just know that the future tense is used to

talk about things that “probably will happen,” and not things that " definitely will happen.”

There are two ways to make the future tense, and they're each a little different.

1. verb stem + Z(CH

Take the verb stem and add “Zl,” then add "C}” (if you want the plain form) or conjugate it

any way you'd like. Most often (as the future tense) it is used with the polite “~L|C}" form.

o1 H| st SLIM?

"When will you do it?”

‘Me otuof ZHEsU o

"I will go to school.”

2. verb stem + (2/2) + Zi(0|CH

Take the verb stem and add “&" if it ends in a consonant, or “2" if it ends in a vowel. Then

add “"Zd" and conjugate "O|C}" any way you'd like (“ZdO|C}" can also become just "7{LC}").

B4l TXE HE Aol

“Cheolsoo will eat pizza.”

J2{A e g AHof?

“So you're not going to do it?”

"~ZUCH vs. “2 Z40|CH’ (Form 1 vs. Form 2)
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You're probably wondering what the difference is between these two forms.

Form 1 ("~ZIC}") sounds a bit more polite than Form 2 ("= Z{0|LC}"). I would recommend
that you use Form 2 if you're not sure. Because Form 1 is more polite, it's often used with
the "~L|C}" form when making regular statements ("I will~," etc); if you choose to use Form

1, be polite when using it. It is also used in other non-polite situations, but I can go over that in another lesson.

The actual difference between Form 1 and Form 2

As this section is in purple, please skip it if this is your first time learning the future tense. For all those who are

interested, here is the actual difference between the two forms:

Using Form 1 puts more emphasis on the verb, and using Form 2 puts more emphasis on the subject of that

verb.

L7} StZCt.

This sentence would be similar to saying, "I will do it."

L7t & 7t

This sentence would be similar to saying, “I will do it."

The emphasis is not this strong, but I've exaggerated it to illustrate the difference.
Example Sentences

=2 0 32 BASLICH

"Korea will be really hot in the summer.”

=2 A2 2 F2 Ao 8.

“Korea will be really cold in the winter.”

Notice that certain Descriptive Verbs (such as those ending in "&") still retain their special

conjugation rules.

OILIOM & HolR?
"Where will we play at?”
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Verbs ending in “2" used with Form 2 simply drop the "2" before conjugating.

oM 2 HE AHoR?
“What will you eat at home?”

"

"#" is a shortened form of "2 2.

LY 22| 2L oM g HL ot
“Tomorrow we will meet at my grandmother’s house.”

"Eil" is an extra polite way to refer to someone’s house (instead of "&!").

a7t MaSHX] ERSLIN?
"Will he not be bored?”

"AAISICH means “to be bored.”

Notice how the future tense works in negative sentences as well (see Episode 7 for more

information on making negative sentences).

Me W stmof oF 24 AHoe.
"I will not go to school tomorrow.”

2 A O A OFF A= SR RS 7{OF.
"I will not say anything to that person.”

"OFRZd =" means "nothing,” and is used in negative sentences.

Conclusion

Once again, if you're not sure which form to use in regular conversation, use Form 2 — verb
stem + (2/2) ZA(0|C}) — as it's the most versatile. And practice it as much as possible.

Practice will make these concepts stick. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 17: Plain Form

The “plain form” is used quite often in Korean, but not in all situations. It should never be

used in polite conversations by itself.

When to use the plain form

Writing:

» News articles

> Essays

» Example sentences (in textbooks)
Speech:

» Talking to oneself

» Casual statements to friends
Grammar Forms:

% (frequently used in grammar forms)

Newspapers and essays are written using the plain form since they're not specifically
directed toward someone — you won't see a newspaper article or an essay written in
another form besides plain form, unless it was written specifically to be read in front of an

audience. Example sentences (including my own) are also often written in the plain form.

Plain form is used when talking to oneself; in English, we may say things like “"Oh, I forgot!”
to ourselves. In Korean, it is the same. As long as the statement isn't directed at the person
you are speaking to (meaning, as long as you're not ending your sentences with plain form),

you can use plain form in any situation for speaking to yourself.
Plain form is also used when making a casual statement to a friend. By statement, 1 mean
something that that would be similar to an announcement (I'll give examples in this lesson).

Plain form cannot be used for making questions.

Plain form is used in many grammar forms, such as for quoting people (see Episode 19).
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How to make the plain form

Here are the rules for conjugating the plain form:

Past Tense: (see Episode 15)
% verb stem + (O}/0{/etc) + AL}
Present Tense:
% Action Verbs:
o verb stem + (/=) + C}

% Descriptive Verbs:

o (no change)
Future Tense: (see Episode 16)
% verb stem + ZIC}

% verb stem + (2/8) + Z4O|C} ("Z4O|C}" can also be just "7{C}")

If you've already learned the past and future tenses, the only new one here is present tense.
For Action Verbs, take the verb stem and add “L" if it ends in a vowel, or =" if it ends in a
consonant; then add “Ct}.” For Descriptive Verbs, just leave them as they are (Descriptive

Verbs are already in plain form in the present tense)

Example Sentences

Here are examples of the plain form using each of these three tenses:

He= G0 Zict

“Cheolsoo goes to the hospital.”

"B 21" means "hospital.”

Lt= DAHE HEr

"I eat snacks.”

"TIAF means “"a snack” or “snacks.”

Since plain form isn't used in polite situations, just use “L}" when referring to yourself
(instead of “A").
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HOt= 22|t e/H =Lt
“Mom plays together with us.”

If the verb stem ends in "2" (here, "=L}"), just remove the "=" before conjugating it.

L7t & 34EL

"I made a mistake.”

.

"M 23BICH means “to make a mistake.”

L Eltet ota2tE S8E 7Ct

“Tomorrow I'll study Korean with a friend.”

=2 R &t

“Today is really cold.”

ot=0{ AlRO| otz o2 FLC}.
"The Korean test was very difficult.”

Wg o Yo uj7t nF At
not

eat, you will be hungry.”

ot @M L7} o|Z Cf H=CH!

"If you don't come I'm eating all of this!”

"0|4" is a short and informal form of “O|Z4d&."

I mentioned that the plain form can be used to make a casual statement to a friend; you
wouldn’t say this sentence to someone older than you or in a polite conversation, but it is

fine to use it to friends, almost as if you're announcing it to someone.

AH| A= A=S LICH

"Elvis left the building.”

Negative Plain Form
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To make negative sentences with the plain form, first change the verb to a negative form,

then apply the same rules as above. Simple, right!

Let me show you what it would look like (using “~X| 2LC}"). You can ignore this list below

if you already understand the same rules above.

Past Tense:
< verb stem + X| &QtC}
Present Tense:
% Action Verbs:
o verb stem + X| &&=C}
% Descriptive Verbs:

o verb stem + X| QtC}

Future Tense:
< verb stem + X| &ZIC}

< verb stem + X| & Z10|C} (“ZO|C}" can also be just “HLC}")

Note that you can also make sentences negative other ways, such as using “OF (see Episode

7 to learn about how to make negative sentences).

OXl= €= mZ5tx| 5%Lt.
"Yesterday I wasn't particularly tired.”

"H 2" means "particularly” and is used in negative sentences.

L= == ¢ oRct

[

"I don't drink alcohol.”
"OFA|CH means “to drink (something),” and “&" means alcohol.
1 AR E2FFEX| S Lt

“That person will not help.”
"I QFFLC} means “to help (someone).”

Two Small Exceptions
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The verbs "QICI" and "GIC}H" are exceptions. Although they are normally classified as Action
Verbs in other grammar forms (see Episode 13), here they act like Descriptive Verbs — their

plain forms are simply "Q/C}" and "giC}.”

Conclusion

Now that you know the plain form, you're going to notice it a lot all around you. Try
reading a news article — even if you can’t understand all of it, you'll see the plain form
everywhere. Surprise your Korean friends by talking to yourself in Korean; just don't talk to

yourself too much or they'll think you're crazy! Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 18: The strong “if”

Before going through this lesson, make sure you have a good understanding of the “(2)™"
form first (see Episode 14). We learned before that the “(2)3" form is used to express a

hypothetical situation — today’'s form is used to express a stronger hypothetical situation.

L7t ot=20f| 7}H ot=22 BEO| HiE #OF
"If (or when) I go to Korea I will learn a lot of Korean.”

This sentence uses the regular "(2)H" form.

L7t et=0f ZICHH St=2S EO| Bi= 7Ok
"If I go to Korea I will learn a lot of Korean.”

This sentence uses the new form that we will be learning today.

Plain Form + H

And that's all you need to do (see Episode 17 to learn how to make the plain form). You

can use the plain form in any tense that you'd like.

ot
H

o

o
ne
0=
Ot
ORI

SHCE ML2E 92 4 Y2 AHoe.

=
If you study Korean hard, you'll even be able to read the newspaper.”

Etel DjA10] QICHH YotLt F271

"How nice would it be if you had a time machine?”

sk HF SOH MM =X

"If today is also too cold, let's play inside.”
Off 822 Eel= DES URCHH SHE 20T M 8.

"If you really met Brad Pitt yesterday, show me proof.”

"Z7{" means “proof” or “evidence.”
O|XtL| ot=01E g HEIH st =2 Tt A of?
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"If you're going to learn Korean anyway, how about going to Korea?”

"O{XtI|” means “in any case” or "anyway.”

When used in this form, “O|C}” changes to become “(0])2}" (“(0])2}3"). After a consonant
it becomes "O|2}" and after a vowel it simply becomes "“2}."

“OfL|C}” also changes to become “OfL|2}" ("OfL|2tH").

atorof LjQ X 77 BABCHE Y 7op

"What would you do if the world ended tomorrow?”

"HASICH means “to be destroyed” or “to collapse.”

"IHCFOf|" means “in case” or “by chance,” and is often used with this strong hypothetical “if"
form. Adding “2t2k0j|” makes the “if” feeling a bit stronger; because of that, you'll often

see them used together, so feel free to use it yourself as well.

Conclusion

Make sure you're adjusted to using the regular “(2)3" form first before diving into this
form, but once you do, use it whenever you'd like to make your hypothetical sentences a bit

stronger. And remember to practice what you learn, and you'll remember it much better.
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Learn Korean Ep. 19: Quotations and more

In English we sometimes use the word “that” to mark a quotation. "He said that he loved

her.” Or, "I heard that you told him.” Korean has a similar way of doing this

Plain Form + 11 + (verb)

This form is for making any statement; a statement is, well, a statement. A question is not a

statement, and a suggestion is not a statement. We'll go over how to quote those next.

Just take the Plain Form (see Episode 17) and add "11,” and finally add another verb — the

other verb will often be something like “to say” ("Zs}CtH") or “to hear” (“&Ct"). An English

example would be “T said that he went to school.” Or, “I heard that he went to school.”

a7b g Abgdetotn i

“He said that he /oves me."

Sd0| LHY MO 2MEO| ZbC ALt
"My younger sibling said that they're going to a PSY concert tomorrow.”
"S’H" means "a younger brother/sister.”

When making a quotation, "ZSIC}” and just “SICt” have the same meaning; here, notice

how we just used “SICI" at the end — it still means "ZS}C}”

@3 U7t B atT oy

“Did you just say that I'm stupid?”

When making a quotation, “O|C}” becomes “(0])2t11” (“O|2t11" after a consonant, and
"2t1" after a vowel). “OFL|C}” becomes “O}L|2}1.”

"dt=" means “just now” or “just a moment ago.”
dZ0] &[0 ECta S9A0].

"I heard that ginger is good for colds.”

"MZH" means “ginger,” and “Zt7|" means “a cold.”
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verb stem + L}l + (verb)

This form is used for questions, such as when restating something that someone asked.
Take the verb stem and add L}, then attach another verb — the other verb will most often
be the verb “to ask” ("“&0{£LC}"). An English example would be, "I asked, 'Did he go to

school?"”

Lt= HaotH F5 7t &Lk S OBt

"l asked Cheolsoo who is Yeonghee.”

M7t o= AtEo|LEnR?
“Did you ask if I'm a Korean?”
You'll often notice the last verb is missing — this is why I put “verb” in parentheses in the

n

rules. It's not required, because here it will be understood to be "2 0{ £ LC}" anyway.

There is an exception; when using this form with verb stems ending in “2,” just remove the

"2" and conjugate normally; “=LC}" would become "= Lf11."

verb stem + X}11 + (verb)

An example of a “let’s” sentence would be, "I said let’s go to school.” Take the verb stem
and add "Xt11,” then attach another verb — the most common verb used with this is “to say”
(IIDEF—6—|_ Ekll), Or just II—6—|_EI_.II

HOfete| Sl oflS 7Hxtn Yol 8.
"I told my mom let's go on an overseas trip.”

"S 2] O§=" means “an overseas trip.”

Rs2 0j7|M 2SRt R?
"Did you say let's stop here for today?”
"1 8tSECH means “to stop” or “to quit.”

Notice the last verb is missing here too. The verb will be understood to be “to say.”
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You can leave out the verb in parentheses in all three of these forms, if you'd like, as it

will be understood anyway.

Conclusion

Making quotations is simple, as long as you know the plain form well. Practice these by
making your own quotations — try a few from each of the three types. You'll find them to be
very useful. Also, anytime you didn't hear or understand what someone said, or just want

them to repeat themselves, try saying " 2t11.2?” ("What did you say?”)
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Learn Korean Ep. 20: “And”

There are a few different ways to say “and,” depending on how you're using it — whether
you're connecting nouns (“a dog and a cat”), connecting verbs (‘I ate lunch and ate dinner”),
or starting a sentence (“And today I met him.”). English uses the same “and,” but Korean

uses a separate form for each of these cases.

1}/2} (polite), 5t11 (normal), (0])2 (casual)

There are three options here when connecting nouns, but don't worry. If you're learning

for your first time, just learn the polite form (a}/2}).

Polite: 1}/2}
Use "“1I}" after a consonant, or “2}" after a vowel.

This form isn't strongly polite or formal. It's only polite when compared to the other two.

Nz Atldter 2HX| S HH 2.

“I bought apples and oranges.”

g1t 23 F FAH L.
"Please give me some salt and pepper.”
"23" means "salt,” and "£F" means “(black) pepper.”

"E FM " can be used after a noun, and means "Please give me some~."

Normal: s}

This form isn't polite or informal, so use it anywhere you’'d like.

nolstn 7 50| & O £otsf?
“Between cats and dogs, what do you like more?”
"2" is a shortened form of "2 &

"4" is an adverb that means "more.”

Botn 4K S HRACL

"I ate rice and kimchi.”
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Casual: (0])&t
This form isn't rude like other casual forms of speech, but it's not used in polite situations.
Feel free to use this form when speaking to friends. Use "O|Z}" after a consonant, and "&"

after a vowel.

O[AZ XA FA 8.

“Give me this and that.”
LESO|Y MEES MEZ UL

"I got a notebook computer and a cell phone as a present.”

"' ES" means "notebook computer,” and “$1 EZ" means “cell phone” (lit. "hand phone”).

verb stem + 11

Take the verb stem and add "11." The verb stem can be in any tense you'd like (e.g. past

tense, future tense, present tense).

2= ¥ H1 AAX|Z slof HH .

“Today I have to eat and do the dishes.”
"M HX|(E) SICH means “to do the dishes.”
=M E Cf 41 O|H| =2 ZtCt.

"I did all of my homework, and now I'm going to play.”

"= 7tCH means “to go play.”

ag|n

When starting a sentence with “and,” just use “Z12|11," and that’s all.

agja M= & dasUct

“And I am handsome.”
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Conclusion

Make sure to learn all three of these forms, especially the first two. Connecting nouns and
verbs is one of the most common things that you'll do when speaking Korean. And

remember to practice practice, and practice!
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Learn Korean Ep. 21: How to speak polite Korean

Unless your purpose for learning Korean is to communicate only with friends at school, or
maybe with a boyfriend or girlfriend, knowing how to speak polite Korean will be necessary
and beneficial to everyone. In this lesson I'll first go over the situations where it's okay to
speak casually in Korean — by “casually” I mean using slang, removing the "8" at the end of

verb conjugation, etc. Then I'll go over ways to speak politely.

When it's okay to speak casually:
In some situations, it can be better to speak casually — or at the very least, acceptable.

Close friends of the same age or younger
Boyfriend / Girlfriend

Small children

Family members

Animals

AN N N NN

When given permission

By “close friend,” I mean someone who you're already well acquainted with; it's not
acceptable to use casual speech the first time you're meeting someone, even if they're
being introduced as a new friend. Make sure they're the same age as you or younger as

well before speaking casually.
It's fine to use casual language with a boyfriend or girlfriend, even if they are older than you.
However, some couples might still prefer using at least some level of politeness when

speaking to each other, so it depends on the couple’s wants. In general, it's acceptable.

When speaking with small children, it's okay to speak casually. You're free to speak politely

as well, but it's not expected.

It's also fine to speak casually to other family members, including parents, though you may

sometimes hear people speak politely to their parents — this is simply a matter of choice.
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When speaking to animals (these situations can happen), only use casual speech. It can be

seen as impolite to speak politely to an animal, while speaking the same level to a human.

On a case by case basis, some Koreans may give you permission to speak casually, even if

they are older than you. In these cases, feel free to do so.

For all other situations, you will need to speak polite Korean. But speaking polite Korean

isn't as difficult, or tedious, as it may sound. Let's go over how to do it.

How to speak polite Korean:

Use the "~8 form" or “~L|C} form”
Use A instead of L}
Avoid slang and abbreviations

Use particles and markers

AN N NN

Use polite forms of particles
Use the "~Q" form, or the "~L|C}" form, when speaking (for how to conjugate the "~8"

form, see Episode 2). I'll go over how to conjugate the “~L|C}” form in this lesson.

Use “X|" when referring to yourself instead of “L}." Also, avoid using “L{” when referring to
other people in any non-casual situation. Even in many casual situations, "L§" can sound
rude, as it is considered another step lower in politeness; the same goes for calling out to

people by saying “OF."

Avoid slang, of course, but also be careful of abbreviations. A common abbreviation is "A|,”
which is a shortened form of “Zd0|.” It isn't rude in itself at all, but it should be avoided in

situations where you need to be polite.
Use particles (such as the Topic Marker, the Subject Marker, and Object Markers) wherever

they normally should be used. It's common when speaking informally to leave them off, but

it's proper to return them to their natural habitat when speaking politely.
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Use the polite forms of particles when you're able to. An example would be using "74|"
instead of "Of| A|" (“to” or "from” a person — see Episode 8) whenever referring to someone

"

who you should normally show respect to, such as a teacher ("M% =l") or when saying
"H o H " It would be best to use “7H|" in these situations, or perhaps "0f| A" if you're not
certain, but it would be a bit impolite to use "SHE|(A),” which is casual. Another example is

using "2}/1}" for connecting words together, instead of the casual "(O)&" (see Episode 20).

Good examples:
HYEHH =8 2AN L.

"I received a present from the teacher.”

XFQt 2g HANS.
“T ate with a fr

iend.”

Bad examples:

MYt M d=E 2AA L.

"I received a present from the teacher.”

A7 ¢ eoloa.

"I ate with a friend.”

This sentence is actually correct, and fine to use when speaking in a regular situation (since
it uses the "~Q" form), but it does not sound that polite because of its use of "&;" it should

therefore not be used in any formal situation.

There are other ways to sound polite as well, but these are the most basic and essential tips

to follow.

ll~ Ll Er" form
You may have heard that the “~L|Ct" form (e.g. " L|C}," or “@'L|Ct") is only used in formal
situations. While it's true that it is used in formal situations, it can also be used in regular

situations when the speaker wants to sound a little extra polite — such as meeting people

for the first time who are older than you, or for job interviews. Here's how to conjugate it:
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Just take the verb stem (the verb with the “C}" removed) and add either “& L|C}" if it ends

nAL

in a vowel, or "&L|C}" if it ends in a consonant.

Take the verb “7}C},"” “to go.”
1. Remove the "C}" = "7}"

2. It ends in a vowel, so add "= L|C}" = "ZFL|CH”

Take the verb "HHLC},” “to eat.”
1. Remove the "C}" = "&H”"

2. It ends in a consonant, so add "&L|C}" = "HGL|C}

The only exception is for verbs that end with “2" — in these cases, simply remove the “=."

Take the verb “&fC}” “to live.”
1. Remove the "C}" = "4A”
2. Itendsin “2," so remove it = "A}"

3. Now it ends in a vowel, so add “& L|C}" = "AFL|CH

This can work with any verb tense. Here are a few more examples:

Let's try “Z}C}” in the past tense (see Episode 15):
1. Take the past tense of "7}LCt,"” without any additional conjugation = "ZfC}"
2. Remove the "C}" = "Zt"
3. It ends in a consonant, so add "&L|C}" = "Zr&LCH

Note that all past tense forms will add “&L|C}” since all past tense verb stems end in “A".

Let's try “®C}” in the future tense with “~ZlIC}” (see Episode 16):
1. Take the future tense of "HLC}," without any additional conjugation = "= ZIC}"
2. Remove the "C}" = "HZ"

3. It ends in a consonant, so add "&L|C}" = "HASL|C}
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Note that all future tense conjugations using “~ZICt" will add "&L|Ct." However, there is

one more way to make the future tense, as we learned in Episode 16.

Let’s try “®C}” in the future tense with “= /2 Z0|C}” (see Episode 16):

1. Take the future tense of "HLC}," without any additional conjugation = "#& Z0|C}"
2. Remove the "C}" = "HZ Z10]|"
3.

It ends in a vowel, so add "g L|C} = "HS ZQQAL|C}H (or "HS ZL|C}H)

Here are some example sentences using the “~L|C}” form:

otuof Zuct.

I go to school.”

A EHE ot AFLLH

"l am using the computer.”

"HEE(E) SICH means “to use the computer.”

"I exercised today.”

"= (S) SICH means “to exercise.”

Sl

ot 0| AHO| o{HIHSLI N
"Was the Korean test difficult?”

=H 7tM &2 sH L
"I'm going to a club and dancing.”
"= 3" means “a club,” and

II%(%) $—E|’” means "tO dance,”

SHH 7tM &2 & duh

“I will go to a club and dance.”

"HL|C}" is another way to say "Zd IL|C}" (future tense), and is still polite.

=410| Yo o™ EHSLICH

"I hope that the food is to your liking.”
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"Q10| SECH means “to be to one’s liking (food)” — it literally means “to match the mouth.”

Read over this lesson again, and practice making your own sentences using the "~L|LC}"
form. Being polite in Korean, when in the right situations, will earn you respect from others,

and show Koreans that you appreciate and truly understand their culture.
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Learn Korean Ep. 22: “Because”

There are a few ways to say "because,” and they're each a bit different. Let's go over the

most important ones you should know.

(noun / v.s. + 7|) + [[H—E— + (0f] / o|C})

This is the polite and standard way of saying "because.” If you only want to learn one

way to say “because” from this lesson, then this is the one you're looking for.

To simplify this form, just take a noun (or a verb turned into a noun using “7|") and add
"[I}&2." Then, depending how you're using it, add either “0j|” or a conjugation of “O|C}."
When used to connect sentences together (in the middle of a sentence), attach “0j.” When

you're ending the sentence with it, attach a conjugation of the verb "O|C}.”

N Ol= AtEo]7] WEo XS ot K.

“Because I am American, I like pizza.”

L =t 7k7] W20 2= LH Xjof =i Q.
"Because I go to school tomorrow, I need to sleep early today.”

"R is an adverb that means “early.”

{ w2 0|of!
"It's because of you!”

(=Rl

Using "I{&" after a person has a negative meaning. Instead of using "l &,” use "thanks to~"

— "thanks to~" is "EH&."

Ottt S Z0l0fl L.
“It's thanks to you, dad.”

vs. + (2)L] 7}

Take the verb stem and add "© L|7}" after a consonant, or “L|7}" after a vowel. This is an

informal way of saying "because.” It's not rude, but it shouldnt be used in polite situations.
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7|ZU0| F0JL| 7t 20| EotLe.
"Because Keykat is a bear, he has a lot of fur.”

"Z" means “a bear,” and "&" means "hair (not on the head).”

L7t ZRYOLIT S B & ALk
“Because I studied, I will do well on the test.”

"N () & ELCH" means “to do well on a test” ("A|™&H (&) ELC}" means "to take a test”).

v.s. + (0{/0}/etc) + Af

Take the verb stem and add "O}" or "0{" (etc), as normally added when conjugating the "2 "
form (see Episode 2 for how to conjugate the "Q" form). This form is for connecting a

cause and effect.

urS BrO| BOjM BT 22K,
“I'm full because I ate a lot of food.”
"Hi (7)) B 2L} means “to be full (not hungry).”

A2 ZIE0] O Kb ISR,

O
I'm tired because I sleep only a little.”

"I|- =2 SFCH means “to be tired.”
"2 50" means “only a little” (used in negative sentences).

M= gArErA ZCHoi| ZHoF &l L Tt

"I have to go to the military because I am a man.”

"TL" means “the military.”

When using "O|C}" with this form, it becomes "O|2} A" after a consonant, and "2t A" after a

vowel.

This form is also used in another way, but I won't cover that in this lesson. For now, just

know that this form can be used to mean "because” when connecting a cause and an effect.
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Intermediate Notes

I'd like to go over a few more ways to say "because” in Korean. These are all intermediate, so please skip them if

this is your first time learning the above material, as they will probably not be useful to you yet.
v.s. + 7|0

This form is less common. In addition to “because,” this form also has the feeling of “so

HOP7F LiZb e E S 0K

“Iinvited a friend because my mother left.”

"My mom left so I invited a friend.”

"Z2" is a more casual, spoken form of “7|0j,” but has the same meaning.
v.s. + 21

This form is used to mean “because” whenever the reason is negative. In English, we might say “I'm tired

because I exercised too hard.” This form can therefore be used to express regret.

ogE st=gta of£0 S RALE.
"I was late for an appointment because I was doing my makeup.”
"31EH(2) SICH means “to do makeup.”

"fo_ﬁ-Oﬂ =C}" means "to be late for an appointment.”

Conclusion

I recommend practicing these three ways of making “because” as much as possible. And if

you only pick one, focus on the "[l{&" form.
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Learn Korean Ep. 23: “0f|” and “0f| A"

In a previous lesson, I went over how to say “to” and “from” a person (see Episode 8). Today
we'll learn how to say "to” and "from” a location, as well as "to” and "from” a time. While

doing so, we'll also learn how to use the particles "0f|” and "0f| A.”

of

1. You can use “0f|” to mean "to,” as in "to a location," but not “"to a person.”

wel gol 2ka.
"Come home quickly." Or literally, “Come to home quickly.” Although English can sometimes

leave out “to,” Korean will not leave out “0f" after a destination.

2. You can also use "0|" to show the location of where something or someone exists,
such as with the verbs “QIC} (“to exist”) and "SIC}H (“to not exist”). This can translate

to “at” or “in.”

e otud AN K.
‘I am at school.” Or, “I am in school.” Literally it means, “I exist in (or at) school.”

AFR Ao AEo| gloja.
"There are no pencils in the office.”

"AFRA" means "office,” and "®E" means "pencil.”

Note that you can't use the verb "O|Ct" with “0j|” like this, since “O|C}" means “to be,” as in
"to be equal to.” The sentence "X+= &t of AH K" would be correct, but "X= &0

00| 2" would be wrong.
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Of| A

1. You can use "0 A" to mean “from,” as in "from a location,” but not “from a person.”

M= 0=0M 2o 2.

“I'm from America.” Or literally, "I came from America.”

LM o

17

...from the hospital to home..."

2. You can also use "0l M" to mean “at” or “in” a location, whenever the verb following
it is an action verb — for example, you might say “I study at school,” or "I study in
the library.” Here, "study” is an action verb, so you use "0j| M{" to show where the

action is taking place.

e =AM SE3H K.
"I study in the library.”

Q= RN g HoiR.

"He eats at school.”

Has UM 228
“Cheolsoo cooks in the kitchen.”

"Z=”t" means "kitchen.”

1 AFEFS LAOJA AOIR.
“That person lives in LA."
Although the verb “AtC}" (“to live”) is an action, you can also use it with “0f|” — this is just a

special case that only applies to this verb, so it's optional.
1 AFEIS LAG] A0S,

“That person lives in LA."

This means the same thing as the sentence above with “0f| A.”
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#A|EE{ #A|T}X|

Using this form, you can say “"to” and “from” a time. Just replace the "#" sign with a Korean

number.

"2 E" is another word that you can use to mean “from,” but only when referring to a

U

location or a time, and not a person. "7tX|" means “until” or "(up) to.’

1T AISE 3 ATFX]. ("1 A" = "BEA|" /"3 A" = "MA]")

—

"From one o'clock until/to three o'clock.”

2 A RE 10 AZEX[. ("2 A" = "F= A" / "10 A]" = "SA]")

“From two o'clock until/to ten o’clock.”

Conclusion

The best way to get good at using "0f|” and "0f| A{,” as well as "2 E{" and "7} X|,” is by
practicing. Practice what you learn every day by making your own sentences, or by

practicing speaking with a conversation partner.
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Learn Korean Ep. 24: Progressive Tense

What is Progressive Tense? Here's an example:

X S5t Aol

“Now I am studying.”

The "am studying” part uses the progressive form. You can also think of the progressive
form as the "~ing form” ("I am ~ing"). It's used for talking about actions that are

currently happening.

verb stem + 11 QIC}

Add "11" to the verb stem, then add “QIC}" and conjugate it. Make sure that the verb stem

you use is only a regular verb stem in the present tense ("2 C}" would become "&").

SE0 7t loje.
1

am going to the park.”
" means “park.”

1

S#

O[Ateh E=H|E 51 Qloja.

“I am preparing to move.”

"O| AFSICE means “to move (houses),” and “Z=H|(£) SICH" means “to prepare.”

Although the progressive form is used for actions that are currently happening, those
actions don't have to be happening right at the very moment that you're speaking. In
English, we could say the phrase, "I am preparing to move,” even if we're at a restaurant
talking with a friend, even though we're not preparing to move while we're eating at the
restaurant. Because it's an action that's currently going on, we can use this form to express
that.

ol

o
X
ot
mjo
=
Ho
|
30
2
o
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“I am setting up travel plans.”
"Of&” means “travel” or “a trip,” “A|=l" means “a plan,” and "M| 2Lt means “to set up.”

OfX S&5tn AU .

“Yesterday I was studying.”

In order to make the past progressive tense (e.g. this sentence), just conjugate the verb
"QUCH" at the end to past tense, but leave the original verb stem (here "&83}LCt") as is. You

can also make any tense you'd like simply by changing the tense of "QILC}" at the end.

LY Hasta S Aol 8.

"Tomorrow I will be doing cleaning.”

"M ASICH means “to clean (house, etc).”

This sentence uses the future progressive tense, made by changing "QIC}" to future tense.

A= Stul S CH 3 QAX] 2o,
“He is not going to school.”
“C}L|C}" means “to go (on a regular basis).”

To make the negative progressive tense, change "QIC}H" to "QX| &Lt and conjugate it.

Notes

Korean uses the progressive tense less than in English. For example, we might reply, “I am
going to the store,” if a friend asks us what we're doing, but in Korean it's fine to use the

present tense for things like these.

Xl= 7HA 0 7tR.

"Now I go to the store.” Or, "Now I am going to the store.”

The present tense also functions like the progressive form, but only when it's not important
to express that the action is currently happening. Whenever you want to stress that the

action is going on currently, use the progressive tense.

If you're confused whether or not you should stress that an action is currently happening or

not, just uses the present tense.
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Conclusion

The progressive tense is a great way to express that an action is currently going on, but the
best way to know when and how to use it is through practice. Practice making a few
sentences on your own using the progressive tense, and you'll find yourself using it in

almost every Korean conversation.
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Learn Korean Ep. 25: Plurals

In English we can say “cat” when we mean “one cat,” or “cats” when we mean “more than

one cat.” Korean also has a way to make nouns plural, and it's even easier.

noun + =
Simple, huh!
N "a person”
AT S “people
X3 “a friend"
= “friends”
Iol_tl_jml_ ua tOy"
gHU= “toys”

355 7 “something to study”
S5 A= "some things to study”

ue=n

In English, it's required to use plurals when the quantity is more than one. In Korean, “&" is
only used to make a plural noun when you want to stress that there is more than one.
All other times, it's not necessary to change a noun into a plural, since a/l Korean singular

nouns can already act as plurals.

Hz|7tet "a hair” or "hairs” (or "hair” as a plural)
M2|7t2t0| ROl HHE O Q.
"I lost a lot of hair.”

"HHt X| Tt means “to fall out.”

As0| "a monkey” or "monkeys"”
L= #S0|E Z0tsl.

"I like monkeys.”
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X| 27} “an eraser” or “erasers”
XRMZ R4 M0R?

“How many erasers did you buy?”

Notice that in these examples, it's perfectly clear that the speaker means the plural. It
wouldn't be necessary to say "I lost a lot of hairs.” It would be strange to say "I like a
monkey." Or, "How many eraser did you buy?” It's not necessary to change regular nouns
into plurals unless you want to stress that there are more than one in your sentence.
However, any time you want to emphasize that there are more than one, feel free to use “&"

to make a noun a plural.

Conclusion
Learn how to use “&" to change a noun into a plural, but only use it when you think it's
necessary to show that there are more than one of something. However, don’t be afraid to
use it — it's still used often. But practice with it and you'll be using it in your Korean

conversations in no time.
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Learn Korean Ep. 26: “While”

This lesson will cover how to say “while,” such as in the sentence, “I ate while running.” Or,
"I ate while you talked.” English uses the same "while” for both of these, but Korean has two
separate words depending on whether the same person is doing both actions, or different

people are doing the actions.

verb stem + (2)HA]

Take the verb stem and add "© ™ A" if it ends in a consonant, or “"HA{" if it ends in a vowel.

This form can be used only when the same person is doing both actions. You could use
this form if you wanted to say "I ate while running.” However, you could not use this form if

you wanted to say “I ate while you talked.”

L= ZEIHAM &S HACK

"I ate while running.”

"EFZ|CH means “to run.”

verb stem + (=) SQH0|

Take the verb stem and attach "&=" (for the present tense), then add "= 2t0.” You'll often
see this form used with the progressive tense (see Episode 24), but it can be used in any

other tense you'd like.
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This form can be used when different people are doing the actions. You could use this
form if you wanted to say “I ate while you talked.” However, this form can also be used

when the same person is doing both actions — just like the previous form.

L7t M s Sekol [ 7+ O] oF7 | Lt
"I ate while you talked.”

Remember to state who is doing the action whenever the same person isn't doing both.

AlgdE Be S0 AEES 24X OHM| L.

=
“Don't use your cell phone while taking a test.”

by a0 As Setof ™t ALt

“I got a phone call while in the bathroom.”

"FM3H7h 2LH means “to get a phone call” (literally, “a phone call comes”).

17

A" means “bathroom.”

tot

Advanced Notes

As this section is more advanced, it has been written in purple. Please skip this section if it is your first time

learning “while.” There are two additional ways to say “while” in Korean.

verb + 7}

Take the verb and attach “7}." By “verb,” I mean the original verb without any changes. This form also means
“while,” and the difference is that this form is often used to state something that happened “while” the first

action was taking place.

&2 Xoh7t Hojol M Eo{ L
"I fell down from the bed while I was sleeping.”

"XICH" means "a bed” and "= O X|C}" means “to fall down.”

Z20{7ICt =5 FRL

“While T was walking I picked up some money."

"&LI" means "to pick up.”

verb stem + 11 9l= =0
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Take the verb stem and add "11" and "QI&" (this is using the progressive tense), then add "&0{|." The literal

meaning of “&" is “middle,” so this literally means “in the middle of doing.” As such, it can also be translated as

“while doing.”

SEot As o H=tot 2o

u

I got a phone call while studying.”

Conclusion

Skip the above purple section if this is your first time learning “while,” as the first two ways
are really the most important ones to learn for now. Try making your own sentences with
both of them; practicing what you study is the best way to become skilled at speaking

Korean.

——

2 tESoll E g
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Learn Korean Ep. 27: Verb endings (Part 1)

In Korean, you can attach different endings to verbs in order to add extra meaning to the
sentence. There are actually a lot of these, but this lesson will cover two of the most

common ones.

v.s. + X|/&

Take the verb stem and add "X|" if your sentence is casual, or "Z&" if your sentence is polite.
Using this ending is like adding “right?” or “isn't it?” or "aren’t you?” (etc) to the end of

your sentence. You can use it to request confirmation from the listener.

UYUX|?
“It's good, right?”

"Ok(0]) RUALCH means “to be delicious,” but can be translated as just "good” (used for food).

Of M| stuloff oF Zk=?

“You didn't go to school yesterday, did you?”

g O e HX|?
"Eat a little faster, okay?”

"= 4" means “a little more” (adverb).
1YolL 22 HojohE?

“Cats hate water, don't they?”

&4 O SICH means “to hate.”

v.s. + /4|2

Take the verb stem and add “4|" if your sentence is casual, or "L 2" if your sentence is
polite. Using this makes your sentence almost like an exclamation, so you can use it for

things that you're impressed with or surprised about. In English, if we want to emphasize
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something we'd simply change our intonation, but Korean can also use this verb ending as

well.

“It's really good!”

SRS OfF F B Ll

“You're very good at Korean!”

224 Q.

= M

“T didn't know that.”

T M3 B!

"You studied really hard!”

"AAlS|" means “diligently,” or "hard” (adverb).

Conclusion

As always, practice what you're studying in order to really learn these concepts well. Our

next lesson will also cover two more important verb endings in Korean.
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Learn Korean Ep. 28: Verb endings (Part 2)

This lesson will cover two more common verb endings that you can use in Korean to add

extra meaning to your sentences.

v.s. + L}/LIR

Take the verb stem and add “L}" if your sentence is casual, or "L} " if your sentence is
polite. This verb ending is only used with questions. When you use it, it gives the feeling

that you're especially curious to know something.

UQULE?
“Is it good?”

"Ok(O]) QULCH means “to be delicious,” but can be translated as just “good” (used for food).

YOI T B 4 YLHR?

“Can you speak English well?”

Q= stulof ziHR?

"Did you go to school today?”

ZA EE EALURTY

"By chance did you eat?”

"Z A|" means "by chance” (adverb).

"C A|C}" is an extra polite form of "M LC}" that you can use when referring to people to

whom you wish to show respect to.

vV.s. + /22

Take the verb stem and add “&" if your sentence is casual, or “® 2" if your sentence is
polite. This ending makes your sentence like an exclamation, but is a much stronger

exclamation than just using Y|(&), which we learned in the last episode. You can use this
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ending whenever you're surprised after realizing something. This ending can translate to

something like "Oh really” or “Wow" in some cases.

arol 31|
PADY g ug

“It's really good!”

AN U8,
"Oh, he already left.”

CishdolAl 2 8.
"Oh, he's a college student.”
"O|A|C}" is an extra polite form of "O|Ct,” "to be.”

oiZo| o g28.
“There aren't any more pencils.”

"HAE" means “"pencil.”

I should also add that when using this verb ending with action verbs, attach "=&" or

"= " to the end instead of just "&" or "ZQ."

BN M= 8]!

"Oh, he's leaving already!”

"ZEA|CH" is simply the extra polite form of “Z}CH (ZFCt + “(2)A]” = "ZFA|CH") for referring to

people who you want to show extra respect to.

Conclusion

As always, practice what you're studying in order to really learn these concepts well. If you

have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on YouTube.

Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 29: “Let’s”

There are a few different ways to say “Let’'s” in Korean. In English, all we have to do is add
"Let's” before a verb — "Let's go” or "Let's eat.” Before going over these, I should point out
that in general, none of these are used in formal situations, or when you're trying to be

extra polite.

verb stem + X}

This form is for casual speech only. If you're talking with your close friends, this would be

the most appropriate form to use.

Just take the verb stem and add "A}."

okl

B3txt.

]

Let's study.”

B HAL

“Let's eat.”

SOlA =%}

“Let's play outside.”
"HI" means "outside.”

7EPO| + IIRII form
This form can be used with anyone you're well acquainted with, and is fine even if they're
older than you. Although it's more polite than the first firm, avoid using it with people

you're not very close to.

Just add "Z0[" to the regular "2" form (in present tense). "Z0[" is an adverb that means

"together.”
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Zo| 719.
“Let's go together.”

Ct 20| & Hola.
“Let’s eat all together.”

"Ct Z0|" is an adverb that means “all together.”

You can also remove the "2" when speaking with close friends in casual conversation.

verb stem + (S/4) + A|C}

This is the form most often taught in textbooks, but actually should be avoided. It can be
used to close friends, or to people who are below you in status (such as a boss speaking to
his or her employees). It doesn’'t have a polite feeling to it. Although I'm explaining this

form to you, avoid using it. Instead, just be aware that it exists.

Take the verb stem and add “&" if it ends in a consonant, or “&" if it ends in a vowel. Then
add IIAI Ek‘”

AZFEtAICE

“Let's begin.”

2 HSACH
“Let's eat.”

Conclusion

Practice these lessons to improve. If you have any questions, feel free to send me a

message through my web site or on YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 30: “Shall we?”

When you want to ask someone else if they want to do something (or to ask yourself —

“Shall I?"), there's a simple form you can use.

verb stem + (2/2) + THR)

Take the verb stem and add “&" if it ends in a consonant, or “2" if it ends in a vowel. Then

add "7It," and if you're speaking politely, a “"&" to the end.

2EENLQ?

“Shall we exercise?” Or, “Shall I exercise?”

ChA| BHtTtR?

“Shall we meet again?”

At =2 Lnp
“Shall we go to see a movie?”
Since this sentence doesn't have the “Q" at the end, it should only be used in casual

situations, such as when speaking to a close friend.

2 9gp

“What shall we eat?”

"

n "o " o
&" is a shortened form of "2 &.

Could

This same form has another meaning, “could,” as in "Could he be at home?" This is not the
same “could” as when you're saying that someone is capable of doing something. This is

used whenever you're wondering about something.

1 ArEOf Hof| RASmR?

“"Could he be at home?”
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LYY H|7} 87e?

“Could it rain tomorrow?”

qd g

"Could it really be so?”

A= 2 ot ASnK?

“What could he be doing now?”

Conclusion

Remember that this form has two uses: “Shall we?” (or “Shall I?"), and “could.” If you have
any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on YouTube. Good

luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 31: “Who"

There are two ways to say “who"” in Korean, depending on how it's being used. English has a
similar concept — “who” and "whom.” “Who" is used when we're referring to a subject, and

"whom” is used when we're referring to an object.

"

7t is similar to “who,” and "F=1" is similar to “whom.”
7} (Subject)
Use “571" whenever “who" is the subject of a sentence.

7t Ao g?
"Who did it?”

71 2o loje?
"Who is at home?”

=718 BQl0lR?

“Who ate?”

=3 (Object)

Use "S=71" whenever "who" is the object of a sentence (“whom”). This is essential to
distinguish, because while English’s use of “whom” is slowly fading away, the difference

between “=11" and “"S7}" is still strong in Korean.
If you don't know what an object is, look at the sentence, "I kicked the ball.” Here, "I" is the

subject, "kicked” is the verb, and “(the) ball” is the object. The object is what receives the

action of the verb.

F7E B0l Q7

"Who did you meet?”
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The above sentence would have a completely different meaning if you used “+7}" instead.

T7F BEolar
“Who met him/her?”
Instead of talking about the person you met, this sentence is asking who did the actual

meeting.

L5 HeolQ?
"Who did you choose?”

"MEHSICH means “to select” or “to choose.”

In addition to being used whenever “who” (“whom”) is the object, "S=51" is also used in

every situation where "who" is not a subject.

FTOA SO0E0IR? (not "+ 71")
"Who did you ask that to?”

FTHNM SA0R?
"Who did you hear that from?”

=32 0[07|3H0f?
"Who did you talk with?"

This sentence would be only spoken in casual situations.

Conclusion

Use "7} to mean "who” whenever it's the subject, and use "=71" in all other situations. If
you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

GO! Billy Korean



Page 1 of 2

Learn Korean Ep. 32: “Wanna”

We went over how to say “want” and “want to" in Episode 3 (using "&StC}H for “to want,”
and “verb stem + 11 &L} for “want to"); check out that episode, if you already haven't,

before moving onto today’'s new episode.

This lesson will go over how to say a more casual version of “want to” (as in "l want to eat.”).
In English, we can also say “wanna” (as in “l wanna eat.”), and there’s a similar way to say

this in Korean too.
verb stem + 2/2 + 2(R)

Take the verb stem, then add “=" if it ends in a consonant, or just “2" if it ends in a vowel.

Then attach 2, and if you want to be a bit more polite, also attach a “&" to the end.

This form is used in casual situations, but by adding a “"8" it can be acceptable even when
speaking with people who are older than you are. Still, it's best to avoid this form with

people whom you aren't close with, in any formal situation, or when trying to be extra polite.

dXE Hae .

“| wanna eat kimchi.”

o Ze2e.
“I wanna go home."

CIO|OEE Al=tgta].
“| wanna start a diet.”

"CtO|O{E" means “a diet,” and "A|Z}FSICH means “to start” or “to begin.”

LY 22| &l kM seie?
"Do you wanna come to our house tomorrow and play?”
Since the verb "=C}" (which means “to play” or “to hang out”) already ends ina “2," it

simply becomes “=2f(2)" when used in this form.
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This form works with sentences in the negative as well. You can check out Episode 7 to

learn more about how to make negative sentences.

o ey
“l don't wanna do it.”

This sentence would only be used in a casual situation with a close friend.

Z0| 4l kx| eSel?
“Don’t you wanna go on a trip together?”

"0J () 7FCH means “to go on a trip.”

Advanced Notes
The grammar form is used to express something that the speaker wants to do, or /ntends to do. However, the
“intent” is not as strong as when using the form “verb stem + 211 8{(R).” To keep things simple, just consider

this 2i(2) form as meaning “wanna” and you'll be alright.
In addition, this form can only be used in the 15t and 2" person, and not in the 3@ person (meaning that it

cannot be used to talk about someone besides the speaker and the listenen); like all descriptions of feeling or

emotion in Korean, this form can only be used for referring to yourself or the person who you're talking to.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 33: “When"

The Korean word for “when” is "1 &|,” and you can use it several ways. This is different than
the "when” that you'd use if you were saying "When I was young,” or "When I go to school;”

check out Episode 14 to learn about that (“verb stem + /2 Ij").

You can use "AX|” when asking questions, such as in the example, “"When will you go

home?”

A H|

iH|0 a7
"When is it?"

A ol 2 AHoe?

"When will you go home?”

AHl =HE sHa?

"When will you do your homework?”

You can use it at the beginning of a sentence, as in the above two examples, or directly

before a verb (as an adverb). The meaning will be the same.

ol Xl 2 Ao ?

“When will you go home?”

“HE AN BiQ?

"When will you do your homework?”
Let's look at a few more example sentences.

1 Ysts AR 2 AHoe?

“When will you see that movie?”
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odx 2+ U R?

“When did you meet Cheolsoo?”

Axl g+ Aojr?

“When did you do cleaning?”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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This lesson will go over how to say “can” and “can't” in Korean. Specifically, this is for talking
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about things that a person is capable of doing, or not capable of doing.

Can: verb stem +

Can’t: verb stem +

=/2 * J(?AIEI-
g/a 4 QiC}

Take the verb stem and add “&" if it ends in a consonant, or “2" if it ends in a vowel. Then

Sk A

o 4 910|8.
“I can do it."

“I can't eat it.”

"SICH ("to not exist”) if you want to say “can’t.”

add == Finally, attach the verb "QIC}" ("to exist”) if you want to say “can.” Attach the verb

It's pretty straightforward. Let's look at some real example sentences.

L Aol 2 4 9lof?

“Can you go to the restaurant tomorrow?”
"AlGH means “restaurant.”

OjsiE = gl S0|EAM 2.

“Ask me if you can't understand.”

"O| 8| SICH means “to understand,” and “&0{ ECt" means “to ask.”
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- .
M4l ¥ 4 U0t TPole,

“Cheolsoo said that he can do it.”

Can’t: verb stem + X| 23s}C}

Here's one more form to learn — a second way to say “can't.” It's a bit shorter and simpler.

Take the verb stem and add "X|,” then add the verb "Z23}C}." If the verb that you're working

"=

with is just the verb "SIC}" then all you have to do is change it to "23}C}" and you're done.

2.

"I can't do it.”

He= o E Zelg.

"I can't speak English.” (Literally this means “I can't do English”)

M= f#E OHAMX Zg ot

“T can't drink milk."
Additional Notes

There is one more way to say “can't” in Korean, and it's even simpler than the above two methods. However,
because the rules to apply it are not simple, I'm putting it into a separate section. Feel free to read this section

over if you're interested, but learn the above forms first.
2 + Pure-Korean verb

Isn't that simple? Just add “&" before a Pure-Korean verb, and you're done. But what is a Pure-Korean verb?
Check out the PDF lesson file for Episode 7, in which I go over this in more detail. If you already know what a

Pure-Korean verb is, then feel free to use this form.

2 7I8.
"I can't go.”

2 goja.

“T couldn’t do it.”
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2= 2 201 Yo .

“He said that he can't come today.”

Conclusion

Feel free to skip the above purple section if this is your first time learning how to say “can”

and “can’t,” as it contains more intermediate level information.

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 35: “Where"

Fortunately, there's only one word you have to learn for “where,” but you might use it a bit

differently depending on what particles are attached to it.

ofc|

The word for "where” is just "O{C|,” and it's used whenever you're asking a question about

"where” something is.

oC|e?
"Where?”
Adding the "2" at the end makes this sentence polite, but you can remove it when

speaking to a close friend.

o{Cfof 7tR?

“Where are you going?”

This sentence literally means, “Where to are you going?” Notice that we added the particle
"0 after “O{C|." However, this particle is actually optional; even if you don't add "0{," it's
still understood to mean the same thing. The following sentence would therefore mean the

same thing:

oiC| 7tx?

“Where are you going?”

"7t ofr] 9loje?
"Where is Cheolsoo?”
Remember that although we're not using the particle 0" here, the sentence is understood

to mean the same thing.

OofC|Oo| M HENR?
"Where should we eat?”
This literally means, "Where should we eat at?” If you're not familiar with the particle "0f| A,”

check out Learn Korean Ep. 23: "0f|” and "0J| A{". However, there's another shortcut here too.
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Remember how the particle “0j|" is optional when used after "0{C|?" Well, it's also optional

here, but only the “0f|” part. Therefore, the following sentence would mean the same thing:

ojC| M HE}tQ?

"Where should we eat?”

o{C|of A Ao R7?
“Where did you buy that?”
Like before, this literally means, “Where did you buy that at?”

SHRLS ofC|N B0 Q?

“Where did you study Korean?”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 36: “I'll do it for you”

In English, when we're doing something for someone else as a favor, we might say “T'll do it
for you.” Korean has a special grammatical form which basically means this — “I'll do this for

you as a favor.”

verb stem + /2 + H|(R)

Take the verb stem and attach “2" if it ends in a consonant, or just a "2” if it ends in a

vowel. Then attach "#|,” and add “R" if you're being polite.

2i8.
“I'll do it."

As I said before, this form means that you're doing something as a favor for someone else.
However, it doesn’'t have to be a big favor (it can be something very small), and it doesn’t

have to translate directly as “I'll do it for you” either.

=X E E2t=EAHR.
“T'll help you with your homework.”

"I QFFCH means “to help” or "to assist.”

L7t & &4l

‘Tl treat.”

This literally means “T'll buy you food.” Feel free to say this to all of your close Korean
friends, and they'll love you. Just remember that you do actually have to pay if you use this

phrase.

But what if you want to say “T'll do it for you” in a more polite way?

verb stem + 0{/0}/etc EEA|(R)

First conjugate the verb like you would for the "Q" form. If you're not sure how to do this,

check out Learn Korean Ep. 2: Conjugating the ~8 form. Then attach "E 2 A 2,” which
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comes from the verb "E2|C}L." "E2|C}" means “to give,” and is a polite verb that shows
respect to the person that you're giving something to ("F=C}" is the regular verb for "to
give”). You should use this form to people who are older than you, such as teachers or

parents.

X7t ol EEA L.
“T'll do it for you.”

=g =2 8.

“T'll wrap it up for you.”

If you order something “to go” at a Korean restaurant, you'll likely hear this from the
employee.

"L MSICH means “to wrap up.”

L EEA Q.

“T'll take it to you.”

This sentence is a bit different than the form above, but simply uses "E2|C}" as a more

"non

polite replacement for the word "F=LC}," "to give.”
"ZtCH means “to have” or “to hold,” and "ZtCt E2|C}H means “to take (to someone).” The

less formal version would simply be "ZfCt =Lt

verb stem + 0{/O}/etc FC}

This isn't necessarily an advanced concept, but I've written it in purple since it doesn't appear in the
video version of this lesson. This form, “verb stem + 0{/O}/etc Z=C},” has the same meaning as the
form above, “verb stem + 0{/O}/etc EE|C}" — "= 2|C}" is simply a more polite form of the verb “FC}"

for use when you are the giver (not for describing someone else giving something to someone).

With that said, feel free to use the form “verb stem + 0{/Of/etc F=C}" with any friends, or in any
informal situation. Do not use it to older people, or in formal situations, as it is not especially polite,
but it is also not especially rude either, since you can use this with a "2." Its politeness is equivalent

to the first form we learned, “verb stem + /2 + H|().” Here are just a couple of examples.

LHZt sl Z .

“I'll do it for you.”
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g2 AL EA
“T'll treat.”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 37: “F.Y.L.”

In English, if you want to say something that you believe the listener doesn’t already know,
you can say something like “F.Y." or “For your information,” or even "Just so you know.”

Korean has a simple way to express all of the above.

Even if you don’t end up using this form yourself, you're going to hear it used by others

often.

verb stem + HE=E(R)

Take the verb stem and attach “{&,” then add a "&" when you're not talking with a close
friend. However, you should be careful when using this form at all. It can come off as rude if
not used in the right situations and without the right attitude. But with close friends, go

ahead and use it as you would in English.

In addition, the intonation you say this with will be very important. Using a rising
intonation can come across as rude or condescending, but using a falling intonation can
be acceptable in most situations where you're simply /informing someone of something
you believe they might not already know. 7o hear intonation for the following sentences,

watch the video that accompanies this lesson.

OfL|HE.
“Uh, no it's not.”
You could also translate this as “For your information, it isn't,” but really, the form is more

of just the feeling of “F.Y.1.” than it is the actual literal translation.

A7} O]2 A HER

“Just so you know, I'm an American.”

A M2 HOBIHESR.

“For your information, I hate fish.”

"MM" means “(dead) fish.” If it’s still alive and swimming, you would say "&117]."
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2 At AAHER.

“"For your information, we're dating.”

"AFHCH means “to date (as a couple).”

LHEFE LotA MAHER.

"Just so you know, I'm going to be working from tomorrow.”

HHE!
“No thanks!”
This is a rude way to reject someone. If you try to talk to a pretty girl and get this, well, I'm

sorry. But at least you understood it, and that's the most important thing... right?

Conclusion

Again, be careful when using this form, as it can sound rude if used with the wrong
intonation or in the wrong situation. But as long as you pay attention to what you're

actually saying before using it, there's nothing to worry about.

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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There are a few different versions of the word “what” in Korean. Let's take a look at each of

them.

841 (formal) / ¥ (informal)

The two most common ways to say “what” are

you're speaking informally.

if you're speaking formally, or "&|," if

When used as a subject, you'd simply add the Subject Marker, and when used as an object,

the Object Marker.

Subject:
F0| / 7t

bo's
mjo
1z
39

&Lk

“What did you eat?” (Formal)

o 5giof

"What did you eat?” (Informal)

FA0| M LIT?

"What's the problem?” (Formal)

Hot 2o
"What's the problem” (Informal)

Holie?
"What are you doing?”
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M and &

Here are two additional ways to say “what.” Both of these are slang.

"§" is a common slang variation. When using this one, it's most common to leave off the Object Marker, but

not leave off the Subject Marker.

H3}?
"What are you doing?”

M7t 2HH 2H?
“What's so funny?”

"H" is a variation of "I4,” and means the same thing, but is a dialect variation from the city of £t

B3tL?
“What are you doing?”

Conclusion
If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

9 —— 2% THZoll E B
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Learn Korean Ep. 39: “Don’t”

You have several options if you want to say “"don't” in Korean.

verb stem + X| ZC}

Take the verb stem, then add "X|,” and the verb "ZL}." This is the basic grammar format for
telling someone “don't,” but you can't leave it alone as it is. Remember that you'll have to

conjugate the verb "ZLC}" in order to use it as a command.
By conjugating "ZC}," we get a few different varieties.

Polite:
verb stem + X| OrA| 2

“Please:”

verb stem + X| LOIFEM 2

Casual:
verb stem + X| OHR)

The polite way of saying “don't” is also the most common. The second way means “please

don't.” The third one, "~X| OtR" or just “~X| Of,” can only be used in casual situations.

X2 AMESHA| OpM| L.

“Don't start now.”

O el Zoj7tX] ZolFEM 2.
"Please don't walk so fast.”

"ZAO{7ICH means “to walk (somewhere).”

3}x| of

“Don't!”
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MCIEX|OfR.
“Don't stare (at me).”
"M CHELCH means “to stare.”

M7t ot = S0 Wslstx| otA| L.

"Don't interrupt me while I'm talking.”

"HSl|SECH means “to interrupt.” Check out Episode 26 to learn about how to use “while.”

However, I should note that in general, when you're speaking in any formal situation where
you want to be extra polite, you probably wouldn't say “don’t” at all; just like in English,

"don't” can come across as rude in some cases.

Advanced Notes
So what if you want to say “don’t” in a more polite situation without coming across as rude? Here's just one way:
verb stem + (Q)A|H ©F =lL|C}
Take the verb stem and attach "A|&H" if it ends in a vowel, or "2 A|H" if it ends in a consonant — the "A|" is an
honorific particle — then add "“QF & L|C}" which means “it's not okay.” This together means “it's not okay if you~,"

and can sometimes be used in more polite situations.

E| S5t 2 AL S H2AIH oF ELL

“I'm sorry but, you can't take photographs.”

Conclusion

Remember to be careful when saying “don't,” if you're in any kind of formal situation, or if

you're required to be extra polite.

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 40: “Why"” and “How"

2“ — uwhyn
HEA = “how”

Both "2§" and "O{€ A|" are adverbs, so they're used before a verb. Let's first take a look at

how to use "2f.”

) ok

llWh ?"
Remember that if you were to leave the "8" off at the end, this would become a casual

sentence.

off oF Hojr?
“Why didn’t you do it?”

of =ItQ?

“Why are you running away?”

U

"7 means “to run away.’
of DA dastMR?

“Why do you think that?”

"1™ A" literally means “in that way,” so it can translate simply as just “that.”
Now let's look at how to use “O{ A"

o2AR?

“How?"

o{EA Ao
"How did you do it?”

oA Stu7tX| ofEAH &2 =+ AoiK?
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"How can | go from my house to the school?”

o ZA dstM e

“What do you think?”

This sentence literally means "how do you think?” But “O{€#|" is used whenever you're

asking someone’s opinion on something. This is simply the standard way of doing it. Here,
=

you wouldn't use "F 2" for “what,” or the sentence would sound awkward to a Korean. You

can just remember this as a special case.

oh=EE oEA 2FA E StMR?
"Ho

Remember that "1 & A|" means "“in that way.” However, it can also translate as “so,” such as

w do you speak Korean so well?”

in “so good” or “so well” (as in the above example sentence).

Advanced Notes

Although "@f" means “why," if you watch the video for this episode again you might notice that even though

Billy says 2" the translated text is “what?"
First of all, “2}" only has one meaning — "why.”

However, depending on the context, simply saying “2(2)" on its own can translate to English as “what” in order

to create a more natural sounding translation.
" will only be translated to “what” when asking the reason why someone is doing something. In the video,
Keykat is poking Billy, so he asks “why (are you poking me)?” In natural English, this would translate simply as

“what (do you want)?”

Another similar situation is when someone is staring at you without speaking. In English we might ask “what

(are you looking at)?” But in Korean, they will ask “why (are you looking at me)?” and simply use “2(2)?"

Conclusion

There shouldn’t be anything too tricky in this lesson. “2” means “why” and “O{E A" means

“how."”
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If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 41: “Almost”

There are two ways of saying “almost” in Korean, and which one you'll use will depend on

what it is that you want to say.

(On purpose) 72|

(By mistake) verb stem + =/2 #3}C}

To say "almost” when something was not by mistake, use “7{2|" as an adverb. An example

would be when saying “to almost be finished” or “to almost be ready” or “to almost be

anything."

Nz Aol ot= ArE Y LICH
"I am almost a Korean.”
If you loved Korea more than anywhere, ate only Korean food, and spoke only in Korean,

but weren't a Korean by blood, I suppose you could say this sentence.

Hel Zotg.

"It is almost the same.”

=HE AL o Ao Q.
"I almost finished all of my homework.”
“C} is an adverb which means “all.” Therefore, “7{2| C}" means “almost all” or “almost

completely.”

If you want to say that something almost happened, or you almost did something by

mistake or accidentally, there's a different form you'll use.

non

Take the verb stem and add “2" if it ends in a vowel, or “&" if it ends in a consonant. Then

attach the verb "#iS}C}" which means “to almost.” Finally, conjugate it.

52 wyole,

“T almost died.”
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ok

o =} & o,

almost couldn’t go to school.”

"

—

HAS £ MEole.
“T almost missed the bus.”

"ZX|C} means “to miss (an opportunity, etc).”

2= Ao X Mo 8.
"I almost got hit by a car today.”
"Xto{l X|O|Ct" means “to be hit by a car.”

Conclusion

For things that are "almost” on purpose, use "7{2|," and for things that are "almost” by

2 H

accident, use "verb stem + =/2 W S}LE”

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 42: “E|L| 7} & “EIH|"

Let's learn two new forms that both share a common part — “E.”
v.s. + 2/2 HL|THR)

This means "because” (or “so/therefore”), and is used when you're talking about the future
(similarly to how ~ZICt or ~2/& Z40|Ct is used). It looks similar to the regular “~L|77}"

form, which | cover in another lesson (Episode 22: "Because”).

nQn

Take a verb stem and add "2" if it ends in a vowel, or “&" if it ends in a consonant. Then
attach "HIL|77}" if it's in the middle of a sentence. If you're using this at the end of a

sentence then you can attach "H|L|7}," or "HIL|77}2" when speaking politely.

2= Hl = HUM 2= 7HX[3 7HN 2.
“It will rain today, so bring an umbrella.”

"4 means “umbrella,” and “"7FX| L Z}C} means “to take (and go).”

X Wte U&7 =AS HIL L.
“Because even if you leave now, you're already too late.”

"L} means "to be late,” and is often used in the past tense, such as this example.
vs. + 2/ HH/((R)

This means "but” (or “though”), and is also used when you're talking about the future.

nQn

Take a verb stem and add “2" if it ends in a vowel, or “=" if it ends in a consonant. This
form is used to end a sentence or statement, so it won't appear in the middle of a single

sentence. You can use "BIO|," or "HIG[ 2" when speaking politely.

ot =l

“But it won't be.”
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LH7F 3 AlZHofl= &ofl glE Hitl K.

"But | won't be home at that time.”

Advanced Notes

You can actually also use Bl in the middle of a sentence (this is because EIL| is actually composed
of + O|Ct + the O| form), but it's typically used at the end of a sentence because of its

usage/meaning.

The idea of using it is this: your sentence sounds incomplete when using ®IH| (just as it would when
using the H| form), as if there's something that would go after it. This is why it's most often used at

the end.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 43: Possessive Marker

You've probably seen and used the Possessive Marker before many times, but let's go over

it in a bit more detail.
"2' n

The Possessive Marker acts kind of like an “apostrophe s” in English ('s), in that it shows that

someone or something belongs to someone or something else.

Although it's written "9|,” whenever it's used as the Possessive Marker, it's pronounced "0f."
However, if you really want to, or if you forget, you can still pronounce it "9Q|," it's just less
common.

Let's look at some examples:

ISP,

“my car”

"Zl 21" means “job” or "occupation.”
"X o|" ("my” — polite) can also be, and is more often, shortened to "X|.”

"LEo|” ("my” — for casual situations when speaking to people you know who are the same

age as you or younger), can also be shortened to "L{."

"149|," ("your” — for casual situations when speaking to people you know who are the same
age as you or younger), be shortened to “l|.” However, because "4|"” sounds so similar to
"L,” more often you'll hear "H|" pronounced as "L|" instead. In writing, it will still be written
K
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The Possessive Marker can also be used to connect two nouns, even though it might not

directly mean that one necessarily owns the other one. In this way, it can translate to "of.”

AtEel

oot

“the power of love”

But if this seems a bit confusing, feel free to just translate it as an "apostrophe s” like

before, and you'll still get a translation that at least makes sense.

Al.EI-gl

o

ook

“love’s power”
Here are some more examples:

4o sHE AR L.
"1

helped my younger sibling do their homework.”

gLl 7hyE S0 ERO R,
"I carried the old lady's bag.”

"=0{ E2|Ct" means “to carry (for someone).”
Advanced Note

You might sometimes see combination words in Korean — words built from two words
smashed together into one. In these, you'll often find a lone " A" directly between them.
There are tons of words like this, but here are just a couple of examples:
H%HOFII = Il—ol—lll and IIHOFII

=]

uol_EAHOI_M - ”Ol'EH" and MHOI_M

Whenever you see a "A" between two words, such as in the two cases above, know that the
"A" is actually a contraction of "2|."
II_?_I HOFII 9 Il—or_lgl HOFII

A

GO! Billy Korean



Page 3 of 3
ofe > “of2fo| g

The "A" is there because originally there was a “"2|" separating the two nouns. You'll see

words like these quite often in Korean.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 44: “"How to”

Let's learn how to say "how to,” such as in the sentences "I know how to use chopsticks” or
“I know how to sing.” There are several ways to say “how to;" let's talk about the most

common two ways.

vs. + 2/8 & YL/EEL

Let's look at the first way of saying "how to.” Take the verb stem and add “=" if it ends in a
llgll n"n>z>=on

vowel, or "&" if it ends in a consonant. Then attach “Z." Finally, conjugate the verb "2C}" if

you know, or "B 2LC}" if you don't know.

o

-

%:I'é'l-

2 = LorR.

=
know how to swim.”

4

"

—

NEAE E & =R
"I don't know how to ride a bicycle.”
"X 7{(E£) EtCH means “to ride a bicycle.”

HNIEE 2 oMl R?

“Do you know how to use chopsticks?”

"H 7+2H" means “chopsticks.”

HEA v.s. + =X| YCl/R =L}
Let's look at the second way of saying "how to.” Take the adverb "O{E A" ("how"). Then
take the verb stem and attach "=X|.” Finally, conjugate the verb "Ct" if you know, or

"@ ZELC} if you don't know.

OfEA 7t=X| &otR.

"I know how to go there.”

OfEA| &fof st=X| =EtL.
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“T don't know what I need to do.”

O|Z OfEH 2A=X| OtMR?
"Do you know how to use this?”

"0|Z4" is an abbreviation of "0|Z{&."

Advanced Notes
The following information is recommended for intermediate level learners or higher.
vs. + 2/2 & YL} [Part 2]

This form has one additional use. Literally, it means the same thing as we learned, but you might see it used in

the following way:

A& =4 E oM R?
Literally: "Do you know how to eat kimchi?”
Meaning: “Do you like kimchi?”

"E A|C}" is the honorific form of the verb "HL}" (“to eat”).
vs. + = 2RH(Z) /R ELC}

"HHEH" means "way” or "method,” so this literally means “do you know the way to~" or “do you know the

method of~." Its meaning is similar to the two we learned above, but its usage is a bit more formal.

O AFHE UKz WS oM’
Literal: "Do you know the way to fix this computer?”

Meaning: “Do you know how to fix this computer?”

"

A shortening of "BF&" is just “#,” though its usage is less common.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 45: Make & Let

Let's learn how to say “make” and “let” in Korean. For example, how to say “I let him eat” or

“I made him eat.”

v.s + Al SIC}

This form can mean either “to make” or “to let.” Which one it is will be clear from the

context of the sentence.
Take the verb stem and add ““,” then conjugate the verb "StC}"

HOHX|7t == 8= A 5%| of.
“Don't let the puppy eat chocolate.”
Although you could translate this as “"don’t make the dog eat chocolate,” in this context it

probably makes more sense for it to be “let.”

L7t &= Z5HA Shx] of.

"Don’t make me say it again.”

v.s + Al SHFCt

This form is made in the same way as the one above, but with the verb "ZC}” attached to
the end. You can learn about how to use the verb “Sf{ZC}” (“to do as a favor”) in another

one of my lessons (Episode 36: “I'll do it for you").

N & XA siFAH 8.

"Please let me sleep.”

u?(n

is an abbreviation of "&X&."

ElHIE & = A sHFM L.

Literal: “Please let me be able to watch TV.

"

Meaning: “Please let me watch TV.”
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v.s + Al ZHSC
This form means only “to make,” and it even uses the verb "ZF=SLC}" (“to make”).
Take the verb stem and add “#|,” then conjugate the verb "Zt=C}”

g#e LA 2HEAO.
| made Cheolsoo get angry.”

"StLICH means “to get angry.”

HFS0] 24 HEAO.
"I made my friends fight.”
"MH L} means “to fight.”

Remember that all of these verbs are action verbs, and not adjectives or descriptive verbs.

Advanced Notes
I'd recommend only reading these advanced notes if you are at an intermediate level or higher.
Al7|ck

“A|Z|C}" is a verb which means “to make” or “to let” in and of itself. It can be used as a replacement for the verb
u-'-l_[},u "'[O don)

2= Al7|LE

"to make someone work”

HaE AlI7IC

"to make someone do cleaning”
For all other situations other than replacing the verb “StCL" use one of the forms learned above.

In addition, "I/ Xt(E) A|Z|E}" means “to order a pizza."

GO! Billy Korean
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Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 46: “In order to”
Let's learn how to say “in order to.” A couple of examples would be “in order to buy a

house, | need money” or “l went to school in order to study.” There are two ways to convey
this in Korean, depending on what the verb that follows this form is.

v.s + 7| $sl (M)
Take the verb stem and add 7|, then add ®I3H. The A afterwards is optional, if you're using
an action verb after it. Otherwise, just use /4.
You can use this form whenever you'd like to mean "in order to.”
M= SF517] fIsiM < wof 2o K.
"I went to school in order to study.”
2 A7| fl8ll =0] 2.

“I need money to buy a house.”

Z 25T means “to be necessary” and is a descriptive verb; therefore use the Subject
Marker (O]/7}) after the noun you need, and not the Object Marker (2/&).

v.s + (2)3]
Take the verb stem and add 22 if it ends in a consonant, or 2 if it ends in a vowel.

This form also means “in order to” but can only be used with verbs that convey motion
(such as 7tCH and 2LCt, among others).

Y= A ZHAOf 201 K.

“I went to the store to buy bread.”
St EE S50 o8,
“I came to study Korean."

GO! Billy Korean
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Advanced Notes

I'd recommend only reading these advanced notes if you are at an intermediate level or higher.

Take the verb stem and add =£.

vs. + £

This is one more way to say “in order to,” but also has a bit of a different translation. It could also translate as

“so that,” such as “so that | can study” or “so that he can be happy.” It's used most often in more formal, or

written Korean, including speeches.

Mot 85 = UA=F.

“...so that | can study”

AR 4 YRS

o
“...s0 that he can be happy”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

GO! Billy Korean
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Learn Korean Ep. 47: “l think”

Let's go over two ways to express thinking in Korean.

Plain Form + 11 %

Page 1 of 3

Take the Plain Form of a verb (watch “Learn Korean Ep. 17" for a review of this) and attach

1, then the verb M ZtSICH which means “to think.”

This form is a literal translation of “think,” but can be used in any situation.

It is not the most casual way of expressing thoughts, but will grammatically always be

correct. Therefore it is the most versatile.

Ne

rot

20| o{ECtn Y.

“| think that Korean is difficult.”

MOl 2 AZo|2tn YL,

U

“I think that the teacher is a good person.”

=70 0|=0f 2ok 4.

“| think that Cheolsoo went to America.”

GO! Billy Korean



Page 2 of 3

Verb stem + 2/ Z ZiC}

Take the verb stem and conjugate it as you would conjugate an adjective — this will vary
depending on some types of descriptive verbs. For most verbs, this is the verb stem with 2

added if it ends in a consonant, or L added if it ends in a vowel.

This second way is more common for conversation and sounds a bit more natural. However,
this one does not literally translate as “think” — instead it translates to “it seems” or “it is like."
But for speaking purposes, this is the most common and most useful way of expressing an

opinion.

M| Et7Folo] Lpzk AH #otg.
"I think my friend already left.”

7 is a shortened form of A, and Lt7}Ct means “to leave.”

2=k Ol #2 A #Zota.

“I think today is really cold too.”

20| o= AtEel A Zotoi8.

"I thought he’s Korean.”
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Advanced Notes

I'd recommend only reading these advanced notes if you are at an intermediate level or higher.

The second method, v.s. + 2/ A ZLC}, can also be used with future tense verbs.

2 A Zota.

“I think | will do it.”

cig 71 Zot.

"I think it will be hot.”

Verb stem + 2/-/2/2 & YL}

Page 3 of 3

Take the verb stem and conjugate it to any tense you'd like (for present tense, add 2 or L to the verb stem,

and for future tense, & or 2). Then attach &, and finally conjugate the verb 2Lt (“to know").

This form is common in conversation, but is recommended for intermediate speakers of Korean as it is more

difficult to construct. This also means “I think,” though literally it actually translates as “I know that.” As such, it

can be used to mean either "think that” or "know that;” which one it is will depend entirely on context, but in

context will not be confusing.

o= At el E Ertola!

"l thought you were Korean!”

e 2 & €=

"I thought he'd come tomorrow...”

JEA & & LU

“l knew you'd do that

"

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

& 02U TEZoll E gt
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Learn Korean Ep. 48: Something, Somewhere, and Someone

"non

Let's go over how to say “something,” “somewhere,” and “someone.” There are actually two

ways to say each of these, but you can get away with using just one.

FAUIL/ &L, ofTH7L, S22 7t

For “something,” you can use 21 @17} (formal) or &7} (casual). However, &7} is used a lot

more commonly, so I'd recommend using this instead, but be aware of £ 217} as well.

27 HAN K2

"Did you eat something?”

For “somewhere,” you can use O{ &l 7},

Of El7tof UAAZ?

“It must be somewhere, right?”
And finally, for “someone,” you can use +7t.

T Hofe.

“Someone did it."
And that's all! If you're learning Korean for the first time, you can stop reading this lesson

here. Beyond here lies intermediate lesson material, and a second way to say “something,”

“somewhere,” and “someone.”
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B, ofcl, £7/%7t

These are the second set of words. They should look familiar, as they're actually the same

nou

words used for “what,” “where,” and “"who.”

For “something,” you can use §.

But before going further, we need to talk about emphasis. The emphasis on the sentence
will be different when saying % to mean “what” and when saying # to mean “something.”

The same applies to “where” and “who" as well.

H o

“What did you do?”

Here, we are emphasizing 5. The resulting ¥ means “what.”

Whenever your emphasis is on the word #, O{C|, or =7t/57}, their meanings will remain

non

“what,” “"where,” and “who.”

Changing the emphasis away from %, and putting it onto the verb, will change it into

“something.”

 ojr?
"Did you do something?”
Koreans hearing these two sentences would easily notice the difference between the

emphases, and understand the sentences differently.
For “somewhere,” you can use O{C|.

OfC| ZtoiR?

"Did he go somewhere?”

oc| 2to1e?
“Where did he go?”
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For “someone,” you can use T or =7t (=7} when it is used as a subject, or =7+ when it

is not the subjec?.

F7h ol

“Did someone do it?”

3 agole?
“Did you meet someone?”

ad Y R
“Who did it?”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 49: Intention Words

Let's cover a few important adverbs that you can use in your Korean sentences.
In vain 9]
Although "in vain” is not a common adverb in casual English, it is perfectly normal in Korean.

Doing something 25| means that you've wasted your time doing it, or you're expressing it

was pointless to do it to begin with.

W My !
“You bought it in vain!”

This could also translate as “you wasted your money on that” or “you didn't need to buy
that.”

OfX| 3| =X E A0 Q.
“I did my homework in vain yesterday.”
Perhaps you could say this if you arrived at school after doing homework all night, only to

find out the assignment was cancelled.
On purpose €524
Another way to translate this adverb is “intentionally.”

Yy A2

“You did that on purpose, right?”
S'40| R dHXE 2 MoK,

"My younger sibling didn't do the dishes on purpose.”

MAHX|(E) 8FCF means “to do the dishes.”
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On accident &2
You could also translate this adverb as "accidentally” or "by accident.”

Mot H+2 HF0a.

"I threw it away on accident.”

R O3 BROR
“I said that by accident.”

Advanced Notes
I'd recommend only reading these advanced notes if you are at an intermediate level or higher.
oMoz
This word comes from 2| = (“intention”) and 2|=H (“intentional”).

O|EXMOZ translates as “intentionally” and can be used in all of the same situations as €5 2{, but has a more

formal feel to it. It would be most appropriate for writing, or for formal speaking such as a speech.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

J———
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Learn Korean Ep. 50: Or

The word “or” can be expressed in a few ways, depending on how you're using it. Let's look

at the most common ways.
OfL| ™

Saying "or” using this is very simple. You can place it between two nouns, or between two

sentences, just like in English.

Using OFtL|® means that you are offering more than one choice to the listener. It's as if

you're saying, “You can choose this, or you can choose that.”

X OfL|H =

“me or Chul-soo”

# 7027 ofL|H oF Z HoR?

=
“Are you going to go or not?”
Notice how OtL|™ comes after a complete sentence in the above example. In English, we'd
connect the two sentences together (or sometimes with a comma between them), but in

Korean it's more common to connect two options in separate sentences using OfL|H.

Z0| Zeje? otLH T ASeK?

“Do you want to go together, or stay at home?”

Ot=0|0f 2?7 OfL|H Z 0|0 K7?

“Is it a boy, or a girl?”

You could use the above example when asking someone the gender of their new child.

(OlLt
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To use this one, take a noun and add Lt if it ends in a vowel, or O|L} if it ends in a

consonant.

But this way is different than OfL| ™.

First, this way can only be used between nouns.

Second, using (O[)L} is not for presenting choices. Instead, it is used when saying “or
something” or "whether or.” Although it translates as “or,” it is used whenever the person
you are talking to is not required to make a choice. Let's see some examples, then I'll

explain further.

HLp

“me or Chul-soo”

go|Lt HE Ao =.

“I'll eat bread or something.”

apofLt OFfE 1 HO{ 8.

“I want to eat fruits or vegetables.”

Notice in the above sentence, it's not presenting two options that someone needs to
choose from. In fact, the speaker would be okay eating either fruits or vegetables, or even
both. This is how (O|)Lt is different than OFL|H.

e oL OFX E B2 #0{ 8.

“| want to eat fruits or vegetables.”

In the above sentence, the speaker would not want to have both. The speaker is expressing
that he or she is choosing between only one of the options. If the speaker were to eat fruits,

then he or she would not want to have vegetables, and vice versa.

XO|LL AbM 8.

“Buy some clothes or something.”
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do|Lt BX|E 227

“Should we put on ham or kimchi or something?”

Advanced Notes
v.s. + Lt
Although (Ol)L} is exclusively used for connecting rnouns, 7{L} can be used for verbs.
Take the verb stem and add 7{L}. Its usage is the same as (O[)Lt.

S E otAL =0,

“Study or play.”

Stuof ZhALE =AM 20 7tR.

“I'm going to school or the library.”

ot
rlo

£ 2 means the same thing as OtL| ™, but is Sino Korean (it comes from Chinese) and is a bit more formal than

OfL|M™: as such, it is less common than OFL| . However, both are fine to use.

Al S O
AN =2 AR

“lies or truth”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

———
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Learn Korean Ep. 51: Like

I'm not referring to the verb ZO0t5}LL, “to like,” but am talking about “to be similar to.”

There are several ways to express “like” depending on how you're using it.
o/} 2L}

Take a noun and add 2t or 1t (2} after a vowel and 1t after a consonant). Then add the

verb ZLCt, which means “to be like.”

L A2t 149} Zo},
"I even think like you.”

Remember that using L is rude, and is only acceptable when talking to someone your same
age or younger, and only to people with whom you have a close relationship, and not to

people who are older than you or you are not well acquainted with.
ot/a L&t
You can also add = to the beginning of Z Lt to mean “just like” or “exactly like.”

M40 20| Lf 3 L0},

“Chul-so0's clothes are just like mine.”

ot/3} H| = S}Ct

U

You can also use the verb H|==S}C} instead of ZCt, which means “to be similar to.’
St L= 7|7t Hl=6l .

"My height is similar to my younger sibling.”

7| means "height.”

XNE
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But what if you don’'t want to just say that something is like something else? What if you
want to say that something does something like something else, or is a certain way like

something?

Take a noun and add X &. & will replace whatever other marker you may have had there
before, such as the Topic Marker, Subject Marker, or Object Marker. & means “like” or
"as,” but can be followed by any verb (descriptive or action verb) you'd like. It can be used

in a variety of different ways.

L= HM™ S=55HA| ot

“I'm not as smart as you.”

AONE |1 A0

"I want to be like my mom.”

Advanced Notes

Note that (O])& can be used in place of /1. O|& after a consonant and & after a vowel. It has the same

meaning as using 2t/1t, but is used for more casual situations — not for speaking politely or formally.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 52: “Have you ever?”

Let's go over how to say “"have ever,” such as "Have you ever gone to Korea before?”

~0t/0{/etc = X (O]) ALt
~0t/0{/etc = X (O]) ALt

Take the verb and conjugate it as though you were conjugating the & form. If you don't

know how to conjugate the & form, check out Learn Korean Ep. 2 to learn how.

Instead of adding the 2 at the end, add &. Then add M, which means “a time” or “an
experience.” Adding the Subject Marker (O|) afterward is optional. Then add the verb AL} if

you have, and SiCt if you have not done it before.

It seems a bit long, but with a little bit of practice will feel like second nature.

=0 7t 0| [lojr?
"Have you ever been to Korea before?”

A &S T Ho| gloe?

"Have you never met my friend before?”

o] G=tE =X0| A0 K?

"Have you ever seen this movie before?”

Note that in the above sentence, although you normally will conjugate the verb and add =,
if the verb itself is E.C} (“to see”) it doesn't need to be conjugated - it can be left alone in
the past tense as =.

= HOo| A0 a.

“I've never seen it before.”

Advanced Notes
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The verb 2L} (here used as &) is optional The verb, used next to a conjugated verb, adds the meaning of “to
try (doing).” Knowing this, let's take a look at a sentence we learned previously.

=0 72 Ho| loje?
“Have you ever tried going to Korea before?”

In this way, adding 2Lt means “to do something and see how it goes” — or as we might say, “to try doing
something.”

If you want to express that you've simply done something, and not that you've necessarily tried it, it's also easy
to do. Speaking in this way is very straightforward, so be sure it's what you want to do before using it. First
conjugate the verb in the past tense; this will usually be using L /2. Then add & (Ol) ULt or X(Ol) SICt as
before.

AXE H2 HOl gloja.

“I never ate kimchi before.”
Compare this to what we learned in this lesson.

HAE Boj2 Ho| gloa.

“I've never tried kimchi before.”

For conversation, the second (using ~OF/0]/etc &) is much preferred. The first might be preferred to emphasize

that you've really never even touched kimchi before, and you want to stress that to the listener.

If you want a quick answer for which is better, definitely stick to using ~OF/0f/etc & when expressing something

you've done or not done before.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

o —
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Learn Korean Ep. 53: Even

There are several ways to express “"even” in Korean depending on what it is you are trying

to say. Let's cover the basics.

noun + &=
Take a noun and add k.

You might have learned this one already as meaning “too” or “also.” Literally, it means

“even.”

NE

“Me too” or "Even me”

ME g % 2oa.

“| can do it too" or “Even | can do it.”

AfateE SELOIR.

"Apples are delicious too,” or “Even apples are delicious.”

~0l/0{/etc + &

Take a verb and conjugate it as though you were conjugating the £ form. If you don't
know how to do this, check out Learn Korean Ep. 2 to learn how. Instead of adding &, add
L.

This means “even if (you do something).” You can use any verb you'd like with it.

Stuof oF 7k = H|= ofof =i K.

"Even if you don't go to school, you have to do homework.”
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This form can also be combined with verbs such as Z|Ct or M& L} to mean “it's okay if (you

do something).” This is a common way of asking or giving permission.

AFHE ME 5?2

“Can | use the computer?”

7t HEotR?

“Is it okay if | leave?”
noun + (O])2}&E
Here's how to add a bit of emphasis to “even.”
When & is added to the verb O|C} in the form ~OF/0f/etc + &, it can become (O])2}E.
Take a noun and add O|2}= if it ends in a consonant, or 2t if it ends in a vowel.

Another way to translate this would be "even if (you are).”

M7t Ol= AMEol2te St=S & g 5 A0 K.

"Even though I'm an American, | can speak Korean well.”

2ASHENME HAELE KOS 0 K.

“In Scotland, even men wear skirts.”

Advanced Notes
noun + =X}

Another way to show emphasis is by using Z=X} after a noun. It's used in the same way as &= to mean “even,”

but has more emphasis — “even.”

"Even mother can't do it!"
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rx

YEHEX 2 5 8l 25
problem even the teacher can't solve”

"
ELt means “to solve (a problem/question).”
noun + 7HX|

As we've learned before, 77}X| means “(up) until.” However, it is also used to mean “even” when expressing a

limit, and to show something is included in that limit.

LINX| 7t HEOf?

— LS

“Is it okay if even | go?”
=4 & AMX| Cf HCtL)

“You even ate everything | had hidden!”

&7 FCF means “to hide (for later).”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

ey —
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Learn Korean Ep. 54: “As soon as”

Let's go over how to say “as soon as,” such as “As soon as he arrived, | wanted to leave.”

v.s. + XfOfX}

Take a verb stem (a verb with the C} at the end removed) and attach X}O}X}. That's it. Then

finish the rest of the sentence.
Here are some example verbs conjugated:

SiCt > SEALORAL
SOt > HXpORK}
=C} > =XI0HA}
SESICH > S5 SFAOFAt

k20| EASIRIOIRL XIS A HQUCH
“As soon as | arrived in Korea | had kimchi.”

ZXSECE means “to arrive,” and A HCF means “to (buy and) eat.”

2ol LEZEXOER} H|ZF LH2| 7] A|ZFSHCE
“As soon as | went outside, it started to rain.”

B0l means “outside,” and B[(ZH) WZ|Ct means “to rain.”

Hes YXRORRE CF A B RACH
"As soon as | received my paycheck | spent it all.”

2 & means “(monthly) salary,” and M H 2|Ct means “to use (completely).”

Zoholl &XHopxt ol SRACL
“As soon as | lied down in bed | fell asleep.”

=Ll means “to lie (down),” and &(0[) =CF means “to fall asleep.”

Conclusion
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If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 55: "Though"

In Korean, there are several different grammar forms you can use to connect sentences

together, and each one has different meanings. Here are a couple of examples.

H 7tQ.

"I'll eat and go."

Mz Ol= AFROIX| T ot=0 & & =~ RloiR.

"I'm an American, but | can also speak Korean."

But these grammar forms can sometimes be a bit strong. What if there was a softer way to

connect sentences together? For example, take these two sentences.
"l want to go, but | have no money." versus "Though | have no money, | want to go."

The first one using "but" is a bit stronger, since "but" is a conjunction - it separates the two
parts of the sentences. The second one breaks the sentence apart a bit more softly.
"Though" isn't necessarily a "but," and it simply connects two sentences together that are

related to each other, kind of like using a semicolon in English.

“I'm an American, but | can speak Korean."
"Though I'm American, | can speak Korean."

"I'm an American; | can speak Korean."

What we're going to learn is how to translate "though" into Korean, or more specifically,

how to connect two related sentences together a bit more softly.

Action Verb Stem + =0
(Conjugated) Descriptive Verb Stem + L /20|

For action verbs, which are verbs that do something, such as to eat, or to go, among others,

take the verb stem and attach =0|.
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UPDATE: My video does not properly explain the conjugation for all descriptive verb types,
and | apologize. Here is an updated and much simpler version for how to conjugate

descriptive verbs with this form. I've included many extra examples.

A simpler way to make this form is to take the descriptive verb and conjugate it as if you
are conjugating as an adjective. You can check out my video “Learn Korean Ep. 70:

Adjectives” for information about how to do this (https://youtu.be/suipPZIHrVo).

Once you've done that, simply attach G| to the end. Here are a few examples of several

different descriptive verb types.

act > 2
2 + ol > 34

act > 7
20+ 6 > 25

Stn AT 3lm 42

st1 e + O > stn M|
xiCH > B2

Ao 4+ o > &2
ABICH > A3t
A3+ O > &St

B> F2

R |

ofuact > of &
ofZ + ol > o=

MO[RUEE > MO|A=
MO|A= + H > HOUA=H
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For the past tense, you can conjugate the descriptive verb as if you were conjugating the
past tense 82 form (but without adding the Ot/0] and &), and instead attach =Ll For

example:
HEROR > THEA
E + =0 > T ER=0

o0l > O A
o + =0 > o= =0

xroro|Q > et
29t + S0 > Zter

For the future tense, you can attach Z!=0i| to the descriptive verb stem. Or, you can attach

L 0| to the ZO|C} future tense form. For example:

First let's take a look at using this form in the middle of a sentence, to combine two phrases
into one longer sentence. In this way, you're using it to work like a semicolon in English - a
semicolon is used to connect two separate phrases that are related to each other, such as "l

like school; | hate homework."
If you want to translate this grammar form to English more naturally, feel free to use either

"but," "and" or "though," depending on what fits best. Just know that its actual usage is

S|mply to connect two related sentences together.
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F4abE e 7HA 2t H|7F 2.
"It's raining, though | didn't bring my umbrella."

s
24t means "umbrella," and 7}X 2Lt means "to bring [something]."

H 20 =0| §loAM 2 Ho .

"l want to eat, but | have no money so | can't."

otuof 2tEH OFF = B0 K.

"l went to school, and nobody was there."

Now let's take a look at using this form at the end of a sentence. When using it at the end
of a sentence, it works just the same way - remember to add a £ if you're speaking politely.

In English, you can think of this as ending your sentence with the word "though."

orHEI L.
"It's not, though."

ol A= L.

"Well he's at home though.

2N UA=HR.
"He already left though."

HM means "already," and is used when you're showing surprise at something.

Note that sentences will have a rising intonation when this form is used the end.

Also note that two of the above three sentences use different tenses. This grammar form
can be used in any tense you'd like, in which case, first conjugate the Plain Form of the

verb, and then use the verb stem of that to create this form. You can also watch my video

to learn how to conjugate this form on YouTube (Learn Korean Ep. 17: Plain Form).
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Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 56: Object Marker

Let's learn about the Object Marker in Korean.

Object Marker - 2/&

The Object Marker has one major use in Korean - it marks the object of a verb. In English,

the object is whatever is receiving an action. For example, take this sentence:

XNe
"| kicked th

OH
o
2

0.
ball."

D

Here, "kicked" is the verb, and “ball” is the object.

Here's another sentence:

M7t atXHE HRAN K.

"l ate the candy."

In this sentence, "to eat" is the verb, and it's being used in the past tense - "ate." And what
is it that | ate? Snacks. Snacks is what is rece/ving the action of the verb, so snacks is the

object of the sentence. Because it's an object, we need to mark it with an Object Marker.

The Object Marker is = if it comes after a consonant, and & if it comes after a vowel.

o & Z0t3l.

"I like you.”

t is an abbreviation of ', and & is an abbreviation of L4 E.

o SEE AN

"Why didn't you study?”

Here, the object marker is showing the object of the verb, ¢t 2101 &, as being the noun

"study."
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A7t Bt w3 Jtof g el
“Look at the time! | have to go right now!" or /iterally, “I| have to go quickly!”
Here, A|Zt is the object of the verb 2L},

L7} ) QXIS Hojx Eickn Rof?
"Who said it was okay to eat my orange?”

Here the object marker is describing the object of the verb, HLC}.

However, there are many cases in English where you use an object, that in Korean you don't.
For example, in verbs like “say,” “tell” or “give,” English often attaches the receiver of the

action directly to the verb.

Li= 20| A Lioatn 2R

“| told him to leave.”

Lt= 20Al S5 FRAL

Or "l gave him the ball”

Notice that even though in English these use "him” (or "her," "it," etc.) as the object, in

Korean they're marked with the “to” (Ol All) particle. You can learn about this “to” particle
more in my other video on that (Learn Korean Ep. 8: "To" and "from" a person). Verbs
that are related to communication, such as "tell" or "say" or "call," and "give" will not use

the Object Marker, but will use the particle O|A| such as in the previous examples.

Advanced Notes

The Object Marker is actually optiona/ when used in casual speech, and will most often not be said.
However, knowing how to use it is essential - whether you use it when speaking to friends is your
choice. | would recommend leaving it off when talking to close friends, and using it when speaking to

people who are older than you, or not close to you.
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Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 57: Sentence Structure

Let's learn about basic Korean sentence structure.

Basic Korean Sentence Structure

What's sentence structure? Well, take a look at this example sentence in English:
"| yesterday the dog walked at night the store to."

Sentence structure is how words or phrases are put together in a language - like syntax. In
Korean, it's important to use proper sentence structure, or your sentences can be confusing.

Let's take a look at some basic sentence structure forms to use.

First of all, English is a Subject Verb Object language, meaning the subject goes first,
followed by a verb, and then the object. In the sentence "l kicked the ball," "I" is the subject,
"kicked" is the verb, and "the ball" is the object. Korean, however, works using a Subject
Object Verb structure. In Korean, the same sentence would therefore be organized as "I the
ball kicked." This is perhaps the most basic thing to learn about the Korean language. Once
you have a good understanding of how Korean puts objects before verbs, then learning

everything else can come a bit more quickly.

M= BAE Holg.

"l eat snacks."
Not only objects, but locations also will go before a verb.

M= tuof 7te.

"l go to school."

This is the same order for going to a location as it is when there's something at or in a

location.
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M= stioA SFR.

"l study at school."

But sentences aren't this simple in any language. You also want to say when something

happens too.

In English, we most often add the time that something happens at the beginning of a
sentence, or at the very end of a sentence; in Korean, it is most commonly added to the
beginning of a sentence or phrase. Take whatever normal sentence you were making

without a time, and add the time right at the beginning.

= Me duoM S22 Ao 2.

"Today | will study at school."

It's also acceptable to add the time after the subject.

Mz 25 stuoM S22 Hojg.

"Today | will study at school."

Doing this will have the same meaning, but it'll make the time a bit more emphasized.

When you want to be a bit more specific, state time going from the largest units to the

smallest ones. For example:

Rs 2T 2A 30 20 Smof 7tQ.
"Today I'm going to school at 2:30 P.M."

"Today" is the largest unit of time, followed by the time of day - here 2%, P.M,, followed

by the hour, and then the minute.

But sentences like this can be a bit bland. There are no adverbs or adjectives, which help to

add depth to sentences by adding more information to them.
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In English, we can put adverbs after verbs, or before. The sentences "l dance slowly" or "I
slowly dance" can both be fine in English, but in Korean things don't work that way. Adverbs

in Korean should be added directly before the verb they're describing.

LHE EOIM S0 £ Ao 2.

"Tomorrow I'll study hard at home."

Fortunately, adjectives work the same way as they do in English. Put an adjective directly

before the noun it's describing in a sentence.

Mz HEl2 goM S22 5 gloa.

"l can't study in a dirty room."

If you have multiple adjectives, connect them together, and conjugate just the last one

before the noun.

e 310 e Ao[2E HA 40 8.

"l want to eat a big and delicious cake."

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

L =
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Learn Korean Ep. 58: Should and Should Not

Let's learn how to say "should" and "should not" in Korean.

Should:
Verb Stem + H EC}

Take the verb stem, and attach ™, then the verb ZCL}. This literally means, "It's good if you

do something."

wo| =XotH Eot.

"You should hurry up and do your homework."

YRO0| 7tH Fot.

"You should go to the hospital.”

=0 E O 245 SFIH Fota.

"You should study Korean harder."

Should Not:
Verb Stem + ™ 9t E|C}

Take the verb stem, and attach ™, then the verb @t E|C}. This literally means, "It won't be

good if you do something."

Wt =0 25 dHE e R

"You shouldn't cross the street when it's a red light." (Z4L4CF = "to cross")

O Ho™ Ot Eje.
"You shouldn't eat that."

=8 AlZHol| At et =i,

"You shouldn't sleep in class time."
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Advanced Notes:
There are additional ways to say "should."
Verb Stem + @ E|C}

This literally means "It's good if you do something." E|Ct in this usage means "to be okay" or "to be

acceptable.”

g ot =i,
"You should just do it."

StH EICEH
"You should do it."

This is one of the Korean military's mottos.

Verb Stem + = Z0| WL}

This literally means "It's better to do." R} means "to be preferred” or "to be better."

7t= Al Lot
"You should go."

Al is an abbreviation of Z0|.

Notice how Lt conjugates to LHOHS in the 2 form. You can also use this with adverbs such as O
(5 WLt = "even/much better").

There are also additional ways to say "should not."

Negative Verb Stem + £ Z0| StC}

This literally means "It's better to not do." Its usage is the same as the above form, only opposite.

o St= A WL

"It's better if you don't."
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Verb Stem + H ¢t

OF

c}

This literally means "It's not good if you do."

77| 7t ¢t Fotg.

=

b

"It's not good if you go there." Or, "You shouldn't go there."

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on
YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Let's learn how to say "used to" in Korean.

Verb Stem + = S}C}

Take the verb stem and attach &, then the verb S}Ct, which means "to do.'

FEof oL Hojl 7h2 oK.

"l used to go to my grandmother's house on the weekends."

OfE M =& TO| OrA|Z 3Hoje.

"l used to drink a lot of alcohol when | was young."

SN BE HE Mo

"l used to eat alone."
Xt ot7|of =AM K E of2 oK.
"l used to do my homework at the library last semester."

=
| used to study Japanese, but now | study Korean.

Advanced Notes:

Page 1 of 2

Note that this = StCt form is not very commonly used. It's much more common to simply use the

double past tense to mean "used to." You can combine this with words such as SU'e

ago") or other words that indicate the past ("last year," etc.), if you'd like.

(A20f) Xz UAAR.
"| used to go there often."

Adding words that indicate the past is optional, as I've marked with parentheses.

EO AN K.

"l used to do it last year."

GO! Billy Korean
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Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 60: Korean Pronunciation

Korean pronunciation can be a bit tricky, because it's quite different from English
pronunciation. This episode will cover a few important pronunciation tips on commonly

mispronounced Korean sounds.
=, 1, 3

In order to compare these three sounds, let's add a vowel.
7t 7, 7h

Let's take a look at them one at a time.

7}

" n

This is a cross between a “k” and a “g" in English. It's not a hard sound like “k" in the word

" . n

"kite,” but it's also not a hard "g” sound either like “good.” However, if you have to pick one,

", n

I'd say it's a bit closer to a "g” than a "k.” If you say a soft "g,” your pronunciation will be

accurate.

Nt
This next one is actually the same sound as the first, but it's said in a different way. If before
saying 7}, you take a quick pause, stopping your mouth from moving, it will come out as

this double version, 7I}.

Instead of saying “I, take a quick pause beforehand, 7. It might help to compare what this

sounds like when it's in the middle of a word.
O}7}, ot

Take the above two sounds. Ot7t and O}k, The first one, Ot7}, is simply said straightforward.

The second one, however, is Of, and then there’s a quick pause. Ot77t. You can hear it right
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after the O} is said; there is a small pause, as if the speaker is taking a break between the
two sounds. O77F, sounds different from OF7} because of the pause between the two letters.

This pause is what naturally gives the 77t its distinct sound.
7}

The final one, 7, is equivalent to a hard "k” sound in English. It should be pretty

straightforward to make.

Although these sounds may seem similar to an English speaker, and might not seem that
important, to a Korean, they're extremely important, and using the wrong one will be like

saying a different word.
Let's take a look at an example.
71, m, 7|

7] means energy, 7l means a meal, and 7| means height. Switching these up can easily lead
to a misunderstanding, so remember to practice how these sounds differ, and to make sure

they sound unique from each other.

And here's another tip for practicing. Try saying 7, 77t, and 7} on your own, and hold up a
piece of paper in front of your mouth. When saying 7}, the piece of paper should move a
tiny bit. When saying 77t, though, the paper shouldn't move noticeably at all. However,
saying 7} should cause the paper to shake. If you're trying to say one or the other, and are
wondering if you're saying it correctly, you can check yourself with a piece of paper and this

method.

All other letters work the same way as these ones. Once you're comfortable with 7t, 7, and

7t, you'll be comfortable with the others.

of, @, o
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Another few commonly confused sounds are these. 0], 2, and 2. The first one, 01, sounds
similar to the “uh” sound at the beginning of the word “annoying.” 0{. The second one, <2,
sounds just like the letter O in English. You can also think of it like the “O” sound in the
word “oak.” 2. And the third one, 2, sounds like the “00” sound in the word “good.” It

might also remind you of the sound of being punched in the stomach.

This sound is another one that's often misunderstood. You can think of it as being close to
an English “," but not an “r.”

Some lessons might say that this is an “r" at the beginning of a word and an “l,” at the end
of a word, but this is actually incorrect. The letter's sound does not actually change, so that's

good news for us.
In order to make this sound, place your tongue on the top of your mouth, as if you're going

to say the letter “d.” Practice by preparing to say “da,” but instead, saying “la.” And there

you go.

ofl, of

The biggest difference between these two, is honestly just the spelling. They can both be

pronounced the same, as 0.
If you want to know the actual difference, Off is said with the lips s/ightly wider, Of. Most

Koreans don't even know the difference between the two, and you won't hear much of a

difference either. Feel free to pronounce these both the same way.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 61: How to say "you” in Korean

You'd think that this lesson would consist of only one word, but actually there are many

ways to say "you” in Korean, and all of them can be correct.

The correct way to say “you” in Korean depends entirely on the situation you're in, who

you're talking to, your own status, and how you want to sound.

If you're a first time learner, and want a really quick answer without watching the entire
video, then here you go: you don't need to say “you” in Korean at all. If you're asking a
question to a person, it's assumed that you're already talking to them, so you don't need to

say "you.”

But sometimes, you really do need to say "you.” What if you ask a question, and the person
asks you who you're talking to? Or what if you're speaking to a group of people, and want
to specifically talk to one person? How about if you just want to say "you” when asking a

question anyway, even if it's not necessary?

Let's go over a few common ways you can use.

Using Names

A simple way is by saying the other person’s name. For example, to your friend Z& ==, you

can simply use his name 2= in a sentence.

M4E DA 422

Do you think so too? (to E=)

Also, if you use this method, you'll need to know that if your friend’'s name ends in a vowel,
as does 2=, you can use it on its own like in the example sentence. However, if their name

ends in a consonant, you'll need to add O] after in order to use it in a sentence.

X|2lol= & A H2tsf?
Do you think so too? (to X| 21y
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But this method can only be used with friends. If you're not close friends, you can add a M|

after their name, which means “Mr.” or “Mrs.” You can also add a M| after their last name.

4 M
Mr. Kim

Using Titles

But what if you don’'t know the other person’s name, or what if you don’t want to call

someone by their name? In these cases, you'll want to use a person’s title.

A title can be anything from =L}, for an older sister, to 414 'd, a teacher, or even AI&H, a

boss. Of course, use the appropriate word depending on who you're speaking to. If you're a
male speaking to an older female friend, you'd use =L}, but if you're a female you'd use
AL, and so forth.

Here are a few examples:

FLIE 71Q2?

Are you going too? (As a male, to an older female friend)

QHtE 7tR?

Are you going too? (As a female, to an older male friend)

MY HO| X 2M K2

When are you coming? (To a teacher)

Also, if speaking to someone older, you can use 'd to an older man, which translates as
“Sir,” or OFX{M| to an older man, or Ot& 0} to an older woman. In addition, to an elderly
woman, you can use 2 L], which means grandmother, or 20t X|, which means

grandfather (even if they're not your own grandmother and grandfather).
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Essentially, what you want to do is use the person’s name who you're referring to, if they're
a good friend of yours, or use their tit/e if they're someone who you should show respect

to, such as a boss or a teacher or someone older than you.

E

If you're just talking with friends, however, you also have another option that you can use to

say “you."

However, be careful. L is okay to use with close friends who are the same age as you or
younger, but not to people who are older than you, even if you're friends with them. Using

L1 is extremely rude in any other situation.

| off o 7}?
Why aren’t you going?

H is a shortening of H=.

But what if you don’'t know the person you're saying “you” to at all? What if you don’'t know
their name, or their title, or their age, or anything about them that would let you know the

best way to refer to them? Well in that case, here are two more words you can use.

T

=4l is the most common word for “you” that you will find in textbooks. However, it's not
used commonly in speech. But if you really have no idea how to refer to a stranger, and you
feel that you need to emphasize “you” in a sentence, you can use this. Other times, besides
textbooks, you might hear this word used between married couples, in which case it could
translate as “dear.” Because of that, and because although Z 4! isn't rude, it isn't polite

either, it's probably best to avoid using this one.

1%
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A better word you can use, when you don't know how to refer to a stranger, is 1%. 1%

literally means “that side,” and it's a polite, safe way to say "you” to a stranger.

1z o3 AROIM| 22

Are you a Korean?

However, as soon as you know the other person’s name, or title, or anything about them

that would let you know how to call them, it's best to switch away from using 15,

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

— Y kel E ¥H
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Learn Korean Ep. 62: Prepositions

Today we're going to learn about prepositions. What's a preposition? In English, we can say
that a preposition is wherever an airplane can be in relation to a cloud. For example, an
airplane can go above the cloud, or next to the cloud, or behind it, or inside, or outside, and

et cetera. Korean has similar words as well, however, they work a bit differently.
Take this sentence in English as an example:
“I am outside of the house.”

Notice how ‘outside’ comes before 'house'. In Korean, it's the opposite — "house’ will come
before 'outside’. All prepositions in Korean will go after the noun. If you want to get
technical, because of this, in Korean they're actually not called prepositions, but they're

called postpositions, since they come after, but that's not really important. Let's learn a few.

_?_l — uabove'" uon"

Otz = “below”
& = “front”
H = “behind”
A = “side”
QF = “inside”

Ht = “outside”

This is definitely not a complete list of prepositions, but it's several of the more common

ones you'll see. Let's take a look at a few example sentences.

7ttof Mk 210 A0 K.
The bag is on the desk.

A

rir
ok

P o AN K.
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I'm in front of the school.

<2l & Fol 2o,

He went behind our house.

L ol A0l K.

Stay by my side.

SRF EE kol loje.

The patient is in the hospital.

At g0 2lofe.

The car is outside.
There are many more prepositions, so once you've gotten the hang of how they work, go

ahead and learn a few more. Knowing prepositions will help to make your Korean sound

much more natural, and allow you to say more things than you normally could.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

GO! Billy Korean



Page 1 of 2

Learn Korean Ep. 63: About

Today | wanted to cover how to say “about” in Korean. It's simple, but you will use a
different word depending on whether you're using it as an adverb, or using it as an

adjective. You'll see what | mean. Let me give you an example in English.

"l read a book about food.”

| read about food.”

Take a look at these two sentences. Although they both use the same "about” in English, in
Korean, these will be different. In the first sentence, "about” is describing the type of book —
it's a book that's about food. In the second sentence, "about” is an adverb; it's not
describing a noun, but it's describing the verb, “read.” Let's take a look at the same two

sentences in Korean.

The first sentence and the second sentence use a slightly different form for the word "about.”
The first sentence uses =2!0 Ci$t 2 which means “a book about food,” and the second

sentence uses just 40| L3 A{, which means “about food.”

If you're saying “about,” and it's followed by a noun, such as in the first example with *,

you'll use this form:

Noun + Of| Ciel + Noun

Take a noun, whatever it is that you want to say “about” for, and attach 0|, then CHSt, then

another noun that you're describing.

S0l T3t =

"a book about food”

AtEoll Egt =2y
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“a song about love”

Mz =0l gt St E #oia.

| saw a movie about Korea.

But if you're saying “about,” and it's followed directly after by a verb, that means it's being

used as an adverb, and you'll use this form instead:

Noun + O CHs{(A) + Verb

Take a noun, whatever it is that you want to say “about” for, and attach 0|, then CH3H or

CHSH A, The A is completely optional. Then attach the verb.

Ojzof tisl SFHO K.

| studied about art.

ch=0f0fl CHoll M i1 08,

| want to learn about Korean.

Ol= Aol thsl €1 AN K2

Do you know about American history?

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 64: Easy to, Hard to

Today | wanted to cover a few grammatical forms that you can use to say that something is

easy to do, or hard to do.

Easy to:
Verb Stem + 7|(7}) &lC}

To say that something is easy to do, take a verb stem, and attach 7|, then optionally you

can add the Subject Marker 7}. Then add & Ct, which means “to be easy.”

o= 0f B2 7[7} #{ Rl K.
It's easy to learn Korean.

22|5t7|7t OfF +{9IR.

It's very easy to cook.

Sk7|7F EA| EotR.

It's not easy to do it.

Hard to:
Verb Stem + 7|(7}) O{=C}

To say that something is hard or difficult to do, take a verb stem, and attach 7|, then
optionally Zt. Then add O &L}, which means “to be hard,” or “to be difficult.”

oh=0l2 e Zot7|7t 82 o Rl a.

It's really hard to speak quickly in Korean.

X712 AHO|2E H7|7F O] H Y2,
It's difficult to eat cold steak.

S A7) 02,
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It's hard to write a book.

You can also use this form for other things as well, such as with the descriptive verb £+ C},

which means “to be scary.”

Afraid to:
Verb Stem + 7|(7}H) FMLC}

SIZ Aot BY|71 EMHL.
I'm afraid to watch horror movies.

SXE A3} means “horror movie.”

You can also actually use any descriptive verb here, which you can use to describe whatever

action that you want.

SE7|7t X 2o a.
Studying is boring.

X|&3ICH means “to be boring.”
Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

(TN
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Learn Korean Ep. 65: “But”

There are a few different ways to say "but” depending on the sentence you're using it in.

Let's take a look at the most common, and useful ways.

Verb Stem + X|2t

This is the simplest way to say “but.” Take a verb stem, which is just a verb with the C}
removed, and attach X|ZF. That's it.

M 0|2 ARRHO|X|2H SHR0|E & 4= 9l0jR.

“I'm an American, but | can speak Korean too.”

AE He S48 R HXIT YK T Soja.

"I can't eat spicy food, but | can eat kimchi.”

OfX ol =A MR 25 LR A0&toia.

“I slept late last night, but | woke up early today.”

But what if you want to add "but” or "however” to your sentence, but you want to add it
after you've finished a sentence already? That's easy too, just use this same grammar form,

but with the verb StC}, to get SHA|ZE You can start a sentence with SHX| 2 and it'll be just

like starting a sentence with "but” in English.
Shx| 2

S| 2410] RAOIM H|E 2F U0 K.

“But | had an umbrella so | didn't get wet.”
Qx| 9

Another word you can use similarly is Z1& X[ 2 which has more of a "however” kind of feel
to it.
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AKX F7F H=A] EotR.

"However, | know who did it.”

a2}

And if you want a stronger meaning, there's one more option that you also have — 1 2{L}.
12{L} has a strong “however” meaning. You can use it in the same way as StX|Zt or
X2

a2L AHOlE ZHX 2 S 07K R R.

"However, you can't bring coffee inside.”

Advanced Notes:

Another common way to say “"but” or "however” is by using 1 H|. In casual speech, this shortens to
= Ol. This word originally comes from the H| form. You can also think of this as ending your sentence
with “though” in English.

JEE H7E e oK.
“But | didn't do it.” Or, "I didn't do it though." You can translate it whichever way you'd like.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 66: H2Z|LC}

Today | wanted to talk about a useful verb that you can use to add extra emotion to your
sentences — H2|C}. This verb by itself means “to throw away,” but we're going to be using it

differently. Let's take a look at how to use it.

Verb Stem + 0{/O}/etc. H{2|C}

To make this form, first take a verb and conjugate it as if you were conjugating the £ form,
but don't add the 8. Instead, follow that with the verb H{2|C} and conjugate it.

Using this form does not change the meaning of your sentence at all, but what it does do is
add extra emotion to what you're saying — this emotion can be both good and bad, and it
only depends on the sentence to know which one it is. Let's first take a look at how using

this form can show a positive emotion:

=HE Cf EWH HEo K.

“I finished all of my homework.”

And here's an example of H2|C} that shows a negative emotion.

Ot 910 0Kl
Ah! | forgot!

If you don't get it right away, that's okay. It will take a bit of getting used to. Here are a few
more sentences that use B 2|C}. You should be able to guess whether the meaning is

negative or positive.

ZOX|7F AO|3E T %ol HEIO R,
"The puppy ate all of the cake.”

xS 3 ZO|Lt A HF0R.

“I bought 3 new pairs of clothes.”
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=K 7F HIO| RO HFO L.
"The homework got wet in the rain.”

57 2 2oLt HEA R,
“I woke up too early.”

Finally, note that although this form is used for showing both good and bad emotions, it's

more often commonly used just to show something that's negative. But you might see both

ways, so keep an eye out for it in positive sentences too.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 67: +5

Today we're going to be covering a useful Korean grammar form — =5 This form is pretty
useful, and this is what you can do with it.

0 WESE o F0te.

“The quicker you do it, the better.”

Using <=5 gives us the meaning of, “the more you do something, the more that something

else happens.” Before we go over some more examples, let’s first learn how to make it

Optionally: (Verb Stem + (2)H...) +

Verb Stem + (&/2) &5

To make it, take a verb stem and attach = if it ends in a consonant, or attach just a 2|2 if

it ends in a vowel. Optionally, you can also add the “if" form using ™ before this form. So
now let's take a look at some examples of =%
=08 SRELTE =0 O 7t HO0{M K.

“The more | study Korean, the more | want to go to Korea.”

Of IxtE HoH HE+5F o7t d4Lta.

"The more that | eat this candy, the more that | think of my mom.”
O ol 21 H0{R.
ore money you earn, the more that you want to earn.”

stgs g5 O oiX|= 7 Z0ta.

“I think that the more makeup | use, the prettier | look.”
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Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Today we're going to be covering a useful Korean particle that you can use - S £,

This particle is used frequently to mean "to” or “toward,” and is specifically used with verbs

that show some sort of motion - for example, 7IC}, to go, 2LCt, to come, and more. By

“toward,” | mean “in the direction of."

Noun + (2)&2

To make it, take a noun, which will be a /ocation, and attach 2 £ if it ends in a consonant

or just £ if it ends in a vowel If the location ends in a 2| though, also just attach £ to

the end.

Let's take a look at a few examples:

ez 7o Q.

“I went home.”

StuE M.

"Please come to school.”

Me Xz e 7tn o,

“I'm going (toward) home now.”

2y Yoz Aola.

“I pushed it underneath the desk.”

NSz U0 a.

“I went up to the roof.”
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Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 69: “Do it for later”

Today we're going to be learning about two important verbs we can use to attach to our
sentences — L} and FLC}. Literally, SCF and FEF both mean “to put something down,” but
when they're used in a sentence with another verb, the meaning changes a bit. First let's

learn how to use these verbs, then let's talk about what they mean.

Verb Stem + O}/0{/etc. =L}
Verb Stem + O}/0{/etc. SC}

To make it, first take a verb and conjugate it as if you were conjugating the & form. Instead
of attaching 8, follow this with the verb &L}, or FC}.

When using &=Lt or L}, the meaning of the sentence is that you're doing something /n

advance and for /ater.

For example, take the verb 8 ASIC}, “to clean” or “to vacuum.” You could clean up the

house in advance, or clean up the house for /later.

2= s 2 Ao L.

“Today I'll clean the house.”

This sentence is perfectly fine, but we can add &L} or S} to the end to add the meaning

that you're doing this in advance for something else, or for later. Let's take a look.

s s 28 5= Ao K.

“Today I'll clean the house (for later).”

Perhaps you have guests coming, and you want to express that the reason you're cleaning
the house is in preparation for that. It doesn't matter what it is that you're doing something
/n advance for, or what's going to happen /ater. All that matters is that using this form
expresses that you're doing something for something else that will happen in the future,

and that you're getting ready for it.
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Here are a few more sentences.

MESIXE =0l =271,

“I'll'make some sandwiches for later.”

2= YK BAHKXE off H.
"Do the dishes by tonight.”

MES O7|0] HO S 2.

“I'll take off my shoes here.”

LHL7HA] ol & =HIE o 324 2.

“Get ready to go on the trip by tomorrow.”

713l =41 R.

“I'll remember that for later.”

Of these two forms, you'll find that SC} is used a bit more often, but know that either one

will be grammatically fine.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 70: Adjectives

An adjective in English, as many of you know, is a word used to describe a noun.

For example, you can have just “a house,” or you can have “a big house,” or “a small house”

et cetera. House is the noun while big and small are adjectives.
In Korean, adjectives also come before the noun. Let's take a look at an example.

First we have just &, for “a house.” But we can add 2 to the beginning and get “a big

house” — 2 &. Or “a small house” — {2 &l

Z here is an adjective, and & is a noun.

If this is your first time seeing adjectives, you might be thinking this to yourself:

“If I just learn a bunch of these adjectives, like & or -2, and a bunch of nouns like &,

then I'll be fine."

But actually, these adjectives aren't quite what they seem. In Korean, adjectives like these
actually originally come from verbs. Specifically, these are called “descriptive verbs,” because
they're verbs which are used for describing things, and can be changed into adjectives. This
is different from an action verb such as “to do” or “to eat,” which are actions. So in Korean,

a verb can become an adjective.

Verb Stem + /2

The verb for “to be big” is AL} To change “to be big” into an adjective, "big,” we'll first

need to remove the C} at the end, just like when conjugating any verb.

act> 3
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After removing the Cf, take a look at the stem that's left over — here we just have 3. If the
stem ends in a vowel, you'll want to add just a L|:2 to the end, and if the stem ends in a

consonant, you'll add 2 to the end.

=
[

Since 3 ends in the — vowel, we'll add L, so it becomes 2. Now we can use the verb “to

be big"” as an adjective — “big.”

The same goes for the verb “to be small” — ZtC}.

II-|:|- > At

— —

After removing the Cf we're left with ZF, which ends in a consonant, so we'll add 2 to the

end and get &2 - the adjective for “small.”

bN
Al

rlo

After we've made the adjectives for these verbs, we can stick them before any noun we'd
like. Previously we used &, but you can use any noun, such as 2| for “head.” You can

have & 2| or 22 M2, “a big head” or “a small head,” or any noun you'd like.

You need to know how to conjugate verbs into adjectives because verbs can be used in
many ways. If you were to only memorize & and %2 but not memorize 3L} and &L,
then you'd be unable to use 3L} and &L} for anything. Basically, you need to know how to
conjugate verbs so that you'll have a larger vocabulary without having to memorize
thousands of extra combinations. It might seem a pain at first, but once you've practiced it a
bit, conjugating a verb into an adjective will become much easier, and you won't have to
think about it.

Ha N TES A0 2.

“Chul-soo0 is a nice person.”
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"That's a really good idea.”

So now we know how to change a descriptive verb which has a stem ending in a vowel,
such as AL}, and also ones that end in a consonant, such as ZtCt. But there are a few other

types of verbs and they'll conjugate into adjectives differently.

Verb Stems Ending in H

After removing the C} at the end of a descriptive verb, if the stem ends in a single =, it'll
conjugate differently. To conjugate it as an adjective, first remove the H, then add the

syllable <. Finally, add - to the bottom.
Let's take a look at the verb O{ &L}, “to be difficult.”

OfFCt > Of B

First remove the C}.

o{E > ofe

Then remove the Y.

0 + &> 0%
Then add the syllable <.

0122 + L > 0j24e
Then add L to the bottom.

OfX o342 A= R0l8.
“Yesterday | had a difficult test.”

It seems like a lot of steps, but when you've adjusted to it, all you're doing is removing the
H and adding & to the end. So once you've had some practice, you'll be able to quickly go
from O} ELt to 0f2{2.
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Verb Stems Ending in 2

If the verb stem ends in 2, it's pretty simple to change it to an adjective. Just remove the

= at the bottom, and replace it with L.
Let's take a look at the descriptive verb EC}, “to be far,” or “to be distant.”

HCt-=2 > O

First take away the =.

o+ >H

Then add L, and you're done.

L2 7t H0iR.

"I want to travel to a distant country.”

Remember that this is only for verb stems that end in a sing/e &, and not a double one,

such as the descriptive verb O B4C}, “to be pretty,” which simply becomes Of| .

~9lC}

I

If the descriptive verb ends in UL}, such as Bt0| QUL “to be delicious,” it also conjugates

differently.
ULt will become Y £.

SEO]) ALEE > BEO)) U=

So the verb Bt0| ULt will become 20| U=,

s 42 23 Yoja,
| want to eat delicious food.”

Or for a more natural translation, "I want to eat something good.”
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However, and this is a bit technical, but know that the verb UL, which means “to exist,” is
actually not a descriptive verb, but is an action verb. I've included it in this lesson though

since it does appear inside of many descriptive verbs.

Conclusion

You'll use these rules often in Korean, so take note of them and practice as much as

possible.

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 71: “Pretend to Do”

Today | wanted to talk about a useful verb that you can use when you want to say that you
or someone else is "pretending to do” something or "acting like” something. Let's first take

a look at an example in English to show you what | mean.
“| pretended that | was cold.” Or, "I acted like | was cold.”

In order to make these sentences, you'll need to learn the verb X(&) StLCt.
Adjective + H(&) SiCt

To use it, take an adjective and attach X SICt Then conjugate X StCH however you'd like in

the sentence. Already now, we can translate our example sentence.

xe HyoR.

‘| pretended that | was cold.” Or, "I acted like | was cold.”

Let's take a look at a couple more example sentences.

ot FM 2 H3HolR.

"I pretended that | wasn't afraid.” Or, “I acted like | wasn't afraid.”

o OFE XS HoK?

"Why did you pretend you were hurt?”

o2 HotA| of.

“Don't act cute.”
But what if you want to say that you pretended that you did something? Well, we wouldn't

be using an adjective, since we want an action verb instead. It's pretty simple to use this

form with an action verb too.
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Action Verb Stem + = & (2) s}
Take an action verb stem and attach .

L} "to eat,” would become H+& HBILL, “to pretend to eat,” and SHCI, “to do,” would

become "= & SILH" “to pretend to do.”
If the action verb ends in 2 at the bottom, remove the 2 and add =.

2Lt “to know,” would become “Ot= M 3SILH" “to pretend to know.” Let's take a look at a

few examples.

HOM XME Ot HOHA| ZOF FA K.

"Please don't act like you know me outside (of here).”

CHeHS 3H7] 2d01M Xh= K308,

“I didn't want to talk, so | pretended to be asleep.”

N Atge ngele sdds UM S55E HE .

“That person pretends to study while watching Go Billy’s videos.”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on
YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 72: C{L|

Before we start, | want to let you know that this lesson is a bit on the Intermediate side, so
| wouldn't recommend watching this if you're still new to the Korean language. If you've
already learned the basics and are ready for some more, then let's learn about another

useful grammar form.

Show Contrast with L]

G L| doesn't have a single way that it can be translated into English, and it depends on the
sentence. Let's talk about the main usage of 5 L| — for showing two sentences that are
contrasting. For example, let's first take a look at this sentence in English.

"I went to my friend’s house but nobody was there.”

You can see how the first and second part of the sentence are contrasting with each other

— they're opposites.

Before we talk more about it, let's learn how to use it.

Verb Stem + CL

To use it, just take a verb stem, and this can be in any tense you'd like, and attach E|L| to

the end. Then finish the rest of the sentence.
Let's take a look at our previous English example now in Korean using 5 L.

T Zof tEY ofF = SRl R,

"I went to my friend’s house but nobody was there.”
Using GiL| in this way emphasizes that the two parts of the sentence are contrasting. There

could be many reasons why you'd want to emphasize that, but perhaps it's because you're

surprised at it. Here are a few more examples.
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Iujs| BRYCIL Aol DOl

"I studied hard, but the test was postponed (and that surprised me).”

ZtAO ZtE{L] 20| ofa| Cf &af AU K.
“I went to the store but everything was already sold out (and that surprised me).”

Y =AM & A BEU 2= =7 LofRtLy

“You didn’t sleep until it was late, and in the end you woke up late (and I'm surprised)!”

QB0 TIFOA HtE YEL Hot HS7F HHFRA0i R,
“I hadn't called my friend for a long time and his phone number had changed (and that
surprised me).”

Or, "I called my friend after not talking to him for a long time, and his phone number had

changed.”

You can see how 5 L| can be used to show two contrasting events, and how using this

form emphasizes that.

Conclusion

For a quick summary, EL| can be used to emphasize that two things are contrasting, and

therefore also shows your surprise at that.

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 73: Whatever, Wherever, Whoever, Whenever

nou "o

Today | wanted to talk about how to say the words "whatever,” “wherever,” "whoever,” and

"whenever.” But instead of just teaching these four words, there's actually an easier way to

remember them.

Making these words is simple if you just remember =X|. Take the word that you want to

make, for example, “whatever,” and first take the word for “what” (%), then attach £X].
H + EX| = EX| “whatever”

Nz HEX CF & 9o,

“| can eat whatever.”

Z L} literally means “to eat well,” but you can also think of it as meaning “to enjoy eating”

or "to have no problems eating.”

i

The same goes for the other words, “"wherever,” “whoever,” and "“whenever.”

oC| + EX| = O{C|EX| “wherever”

O|C|EX| ojA7t1 HOR.

“| want to travel wherever.”
51 + =X = 571 =X| “whoever”
FREX & 4 2dojg.

Although this would literally translate as “Whoever can do it,” a better translation for

STEX] in this case would be “Anyone can do it."
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=

AH| + =X| = AH=X| “whenever”

AHME=X| HatstM L.

“Call me whenever.”

Advanced Notes

You might also see these words with ~& instead of ~&X|. This is much less common, but has the

same meaning.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 74: “Do it"

Today | wanted to talk about two ways that you can make commands in Korean. A
command is basically telling someone, or commanding someone, to do something. For

example, telling someone “do it” or “go” or “eat your vegetables.”

But this doesn't mean that you have to act like a king ordering someone to do something.
Commands in can be polite too. In English, we can simply add “please” before a command
to make it polite. Instead of our previous three examples, we can have “please do it" or

“please go” or “please eat your vegetables.” We can also have polite commands in Korean.

Making a polite command in Korean is simple. Here's how to make it.

Polite Command:
Verb Stem + (2)M|2

Take a verb stem, which is just a verb with the Cf removed, and attach 2 M| 2 if it ends in a

consonant, or attach Al|2 if it ends in a vowel.

For a quick example, StCF would become SHM| R, and S1Ct [pronounced "] would
become 22AM 8.

However, if a verb stem ends in 2, then you remove the 2 before using this form.
So =L}, “to play,” would become A 8.

Here are a few examples of polite commands.

Xz Std 8.

"Do it now (please).”

o7 EM K.

“Look here (please).”
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AZIZ BoN 8.
“Take

a photo (please).”
"AE(E)

B} means "to take a photo.”
2Ol A = M|R. "Play outside (please).”

However, certain verbs will change completely when combined with this form. This is
because this form is actually part of honorific Korean speech, which I'll talk about later. You
don't need to learn it right now, but just know that the verb ®HLC}, “to eat,” will become

EM8, and not H2M L. I'll talk about Aonorific speech more in a future video.

Using Ml & to make a command is useful in almost all situations, but it's not the best way to
give a command to a close friend. Instead, when you're speaking casually to a friend who's

the same age as you or younger, there's another way that you can make a command.

Making a casual command in Korean is simple if you know how to conjugate the & form.

Here's how to make a casual command.

Casual Command:
2 Form -2

Just take the 2 form, remove the £ at the end, and you're done. Here are a few examples.

Lt7t.

“Leave.”

"nou

L}ZtCH means “to leave,” “to go out.”

] of!

"Do it quickly!”

A%E of Yo,

“Eat more kimchi.”
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Advanced Notes
8 Form - 8 + FA&

While polite commands are appropriate for most situations, there will be times when you really want
to say "please” in a sentence. To add the actual meaning of “please” (such as in “please do this for

me") when asking favors, add the verb Z=LC} (“to give") conjugated with (2)M . Here's an example.
SICE > 3 - 8 > of + FAHa > s FAHa.

Mol =HE o FAMK.

“Please do my homework (for me).”

HYs UE0 FM L.

“Please make dinner (for me).”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on
YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 75: “To End up Doing”

Today | wanted to talk about another grammar form that you can use in your Korean
sentences. However before | start, know that this lesson is geared more toward
Intermediate speakers of Korean and probably won't be very useful to you if you're still just

beginning with the language.

The form we'll talk about today is @ Z L}, and you can think of it as meaning “To end up

doing.” First let's take a look at an example sentence in English to show what | mean.
"Yesterday | was studying for the test, but | ended up falling asleep.”

Let's talk about how to make this form.

Verb Stem + 1 L}

First take a verb stem and attach 1. Then attach the verb L}, and conjugate it. And just as

in English, this form in Korean will most often be used in the past tense.
So let's go back to our sentence and translate it.

"O1H| 2ol Al =HIE fIo) SF5te AY=H FHEDL EAN K"
"Yesterday night | was studying to get ready for the test, but | ended up falling asleep.”

"Z(0l) =L} means “to fall asleep.”

In addition, this form is generally used after you've explained something, just as it is in
English. Just as you wouldn’t randomly walk up to a friend and say “I ended up falling

asleep,” without first explaining what happened. Here are a few more examples.

X3 201 ) Z3 O Hn w0,

"I was only trying to eat a little, but eventually | ended up eating all of it.”
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A5 4 IE|E FHot2 2 Y T E7|10 BA L.
"I was trying to prepare a surprise birthday party but it ended up being found out.”

£ 7|Ct means "to be found out.”

FEg mRlEs|vtein Yt Z2IE 7|7 DRLD Botole,

"I was trying to print out a coupon but the printer ended up breaking.”

dE=s t=d Y= gol 252 HF Bol 21 Eoe.

“I was trying to make kimbap, but | ended up adding too much salt.”
Advanced Notes

In addition, you might have noticed this from reading the example sentences in this lesson,
but this form is most often used to show something happening which was unintentional
(and not something that was done on purpose). For example, you wouldn’t commonly use
this form to say "l was trying to find my keys, and eventually | ended up finding them,”
since that would show it was intentional, although using this form to say it wouldn't be

necessarily wrong: €2/ &o2{n =0 A=0f ¥ LUK,
Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

s .‘;‘
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Learn Korean Ep. 76: “Contrary to what you might think...”

Today | wanted to talk about a new grammar form that you can use to express that

something is contrary to what someone else may have been thinking.

But before we start, | should caution you that this lesson is geared more toward
Intermediate speakers, and might not be as useful for people who are still beginning to

learn the basics. Let's go right in and learn the form first.
Verb Stem + 2/2 Z(2)

To make this form, first take a verb stem and attach 2 if it ends in a vowel, or attach & if it

ends in a consonant. Then attach Z. Finally, add a & if you want to be more polite.

Although there isn't a single literal translation for this form, a good way that you can think
of it is as meaning “contrary to what you might think” or “contrary to what you might
expect.” In this way, it can be used to disagree with what the listener might have been

thinking or expecting.
And although it's written as &, it's pronounced as 7, since it comes after 2.
Also when using this form, only the very last syllable (Z or 2, depending on whether you're

speaking casually or not) will have a rising intonation. This is better conveyed in the video
than in this PDF.

Let's take a look at a few examples.

Otz 28.
“(Contrary to what you might think,) it's not.”

ojg] =AY= Z8.

“He would've already arrived (and you're mistaken about saying that he's not there yet).”
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If you go now you'll be late (even if you think you'll make it in time).”

O ofH 2= SHgls 28,

“It won't taste so good if you do that (despite what you might think).”

Conclusion

However, know that this form is not appropriate in formal situations, even if you add the £
to the end, since you're essentially telling someone that you're disagreeing with them. But

for most general situations, as well as talking with friends, feel free to use it.

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 77: “To Become”

Let's learn how to say “to become” in Korean. We'll need to learn a bit about a very

common Korean word in order to do this.
E|ICt > “to become”

Literally, E|Ct means “to become,” but most of the time we won't be translating it as “to

become” because there will be more natural ways to translate it. I'll explain.

Z|C} means “to become,” as in “something/someone will become a certain thing/person in

the future.”
For example, in English you can have this sentence:
“After 5 years, | want to be a teacher.”

In English, we use “to be” (a different verb from “to become”) as a shorter form of “to

become.” So you could also write the same sentence like this:
“After 5 years, | want to become a teacher.”
So let's make this sentence in Korean.
XMe 59 Flof, ddEHol E|ln HoR.

So we can use the verb E|Ct to mean that something will “become” something else. Here's

the grammar form we’ll need to know.
Noun + (0]/7}) E|C}

To use this form, take a noun (what the person, or thing, is going to become), and attach
the Subject Marker (0|/7). Then conjugate the verb E|C}.
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e QA7 E|D Ao 8.

“| want to be(come) a doctor.”

g% 2 M7t ol

=
"It became a really big problem.’

U

el F2 771 E Ao’

"We will be(come) good friends.”

M7t 25t ot= A|TIO| EH 5= lolR.
“If | want, | can be(come) a Korean citizen.”

A8l means “citizen.”

So you can use E|Ct in this way to say that someone or something will become something

else, but this only lets you use it with nouns, just like in the examples.

However, there are other cases when you will want to say “to become,” such as with
descriptive verbs (or adjectives, if you'd like to call them that). For example, what if you

want to say this sentence:

"Tomorrow the weather will become colder.”

Or in more natural English, “Tomorrow the weather will get colder.”

In this sentence, you can't use the verb E|Ct because the weather isn't becoming a noun.
Instead, the weather is becoming a descriptive verb — "colder.” So we'll need a different

grammar form to use with descriptive verbs.
While you could always just use the future tense to say i =2 M7t O F2 Ao L,

“tomorrow will be colder,” this doesn’t have the extra meaning of “becoming” (changing to

be) colder that our English sentence does.
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In order to say that tomorrow will “become colder,” or in more casual English, will “get
colder,” we'll need to use another form. First let's take a look at a translated version of this
sentence.

LH2 SM7E O F=9E HojlR.

Everything about the sentence looks the same, except for just the way that the descriptive

verb is conjugated.

So to say "to become” with a descriptive verb, here's the grammar form you'll need.
Descriptive Verb + Of/0{/etc. + X|C}

Take a descriptive verb, and conjugate it as if you were going to conjugate the £ form.

Then attach X|C}, and conjugate it.

Here are some examples:

HCh > HOX|C}
Ofl 88Tt > Of b X| Cf
280 > 2Bl X|CF

M7t H EO0HE AHol8.

“The weather will get better.”

Mz LHEFE S HHHPE 7o L.

"I will be(come) really busy from tomorrow.”

5|7} ROl ool L.
“Yung-hee got very pretty.”

2o M E=0| =5 =30,

“Recently my laptop became a little slow.”
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Advanced Notes
Note that X|Ct used after an action verb (instead of a descriptive verb) has a different meaning. This is why it's
important to know whether a verb is a descriptive verb or an action verb when conjugating it. If you see what

looks like an action verb with a X|Ct ending, it's likely that this is passive speech — this is unrelated to the form

of X|Ct that we've just covered. We'll talk about passive speech in a later lesson.
Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 78: “Worth Doing”

Let's talk about a simple grammar form that you can use to say that something is "worth

doing” in Korean. Let's first take a look at an example sentence in English.
“It's worth going to Busan. It's really fun.”

Saying that something is “worth” doing in English means that it's acceptable to do it, and

this is the same meaning with our form in Korean.
Action Verb Stem + (Z/=2) TtsICt

To use it, take an action verb stem, and then attach = if it ends in a consonant or attach =

if it ends in a vowel Then attach ZtSIC} and conjugate it.

“It's worth going to Busan. It's really fun.”

fa2 2 e, Y Yoo .

Notice how although the English says “worth going to Busan,” the Korean sentence doesn't
use Of after Busan. Instead it uses the Topic Marker (2/+), although you could also use the

Subject Marker (O[/7}) depending on the meaning that you wanted in your sentence.

This is because the verb TtSIL is a descriptive verb. Remember that descriptive verbs
describe things that are marked with the Topic Marker (/&) or Subject Marker (O[/7}) -
and not things that are marked with 0j.

SR
“Is it worth eating?”
Also remember that since TtSICl means that something is acceptable, you could also

translate this sentence as: “Does it taste okay?” (Or, “Does it taste acceptable?”)

O et YE £ Toe.

“That movie was really worth seeing.”
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o 2 glg U3t A Zote,

“I think this book is worth reading.”

oh=0ls S5 o,

"Korean is worth studying.”

This form also has one additional usage with descriptive verbs. When you use this form with
a descriptive verb, it has a slightly different translation — “to be understandably” something,
or "it's natural to be” something. Here's a quick example in English.

“It's natural to be tired right now.”

Here's how to make this form.
Descriptive Verb Stem + (/=) 2ts}C}

First take a descriptive verb stem, and then attach & if it ends in a consonant, or attach 2

if it ends in a vowe/ Then attach the verb TtSIC}E and conjugate it like before.
Let's first translate our example sentence.

“It's natural to be tired right now.”

s oag wsla.
You could have also translated this sentence as “You're understandably tired right now.”

Here are a few more examples of BFSIE} with descriptive verbs.

HinE 2ol e,

“It's understandable that you're hungry.”

M M QJAtEtA =0| ol g Tl Q.

“It's natural for Mr. Chul-soo to have a lot of money since he’s a doctor.”
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XN ®o| 22| HEL E H'E Tl K.

“It's natural for that house to be more expensive than my house.”

Advanced Notes

| should note that although the English translation of 2tSICH changes based on whether it's being used with an
action verb or a descriptive verb, the actual meaning of ZtS}C} in Korean is not changing.

For example, sometimes an action verb can also translate as “to be understandably” something, or “it's natural to

be something.”

J8A 2 AHOE ®2H

3 sy,

- AN

“It was understandable for you to be surprised after seeing such a large spider.”

=2FCH is an action verb that means “to be surprised” or “to be startled.”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

JE———

0
L
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Learn Korean Ep. 79: “Should Have”

There are a few different ways to express “should have” in Korean, and this lesson will cover

two of the main ways.

But before starting this lesson, | should give a disclaimer that this lesson is intended for
intermediate Korean learners, and might be confusing and/or less useful for beginning
learners.

Let's get started with two examples in English.

“l also should have gone to the party.”

“You also should have gone to the party.”
In English, both of these sentences use the same grammar for “should have,” but in Korean

they will be slightly different. We'll need to learn two forms — one for speaking about

yourself ("I" or "me") and one for speaking about someone else ("you").

[15t person] Action Verb Stem + (2/2) & (A3Ch

[2"d person] Action Verb Stem + X| 3L}

These two forms look similar, but one uses Z and the other uses X|. Also, both forms use
J3RCH which is the past tense conjugation of 12 CF (A& A [Z]SHC.

The form with Z might remind you of the form with Z that we learned in another lesson
(Learn Korean Ep. 78: “Contrary to what you might think..."), but it has a different meaning

here so I'd recommend keeping it separate in your notes.

Let's go over them one at a time.
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[1t person] Action Verb Stem + (2/2) & (A3ch

This form is only used when you're speaking in the 1st person — the 1st person means “I,”

or "me,” so don't use this form when referring to someone else.

To make this form, take an action verb stem and attach 2 if it ends in a consonant or
attach 2 if it ends in a vowel Then attach &, and then optionally add the verb &L} and

conjugate it.
We can use this form to translate our first example sentence.

“l also should have gone to the party.”
Lte tEjof 2 2 a5

Here are a few more example sentences.

OofX & & 230

“I should've done it yesterday.”

o o Xb
SR

‘I should've slept earlier.”

g 7itE £

“I should've just waited.”

o2 Hx| & &2 ALl

“Should | not have eaten this?”

When using a negative sentence with this form, use the form ~X| L}, This is the same
form used when saying “don't.” Using ¢t & & or HX| &= Z would be /incorrect,
although a Korean native would probably understand what you were trying to say. The same

applies to our next form as well.

Now let's learn our 2nd form.
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[2"d person] Action Verb Stem + X| J34C}

This form is only used in the 2nd person — the 2nd person means “you,” so don't use this

form when referring to yourself.

To make it, take an action verb stem and attach X|. Then attach the verb 1&4C} and

conjugate it like before.

Since this is only for speaking in the 2nd person, we can use this to translate the 2nd of our

two example sentences.

“You also should have gone to the party.”
= E|o 7kX|] a5

Here are a few more example sentences.

OfX =X otx| 23

“You should've done the homework yesterday.”

g M49s =X a0

“You should've just made dinner.”
L ZLH= 4= ZF97EX] 25101
“You should’'ve brought an umbrella like | told you.”

L ZCHZ means “like/as | told you.”

1 OAteHH| FOofretta SR 280,

“You should've told that girl that you like her.”
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Advanced Notes

Let's take one more look at the first of these two forms. If this lesson is your first time being exposed to these
two forms, I'd highly recommend ignoring these advanced notes until after you feel familiar with using them on
your own.

[1st person] Action Verb Stem + (2/2) Z (23Ch
This form can actually be used in both 15t person, and 2" person examples. It is most commonly used in 15t
person examples. However, there is a reason why | did not mention this in the bulk of the lesson — because
there are many cases when using this form in the 2"d person can sound unnatural, even if it is grammatically
correct.

But we can use this form to make our 2" example sentence as well.

“You also should have gone to the party.”
L= otEjof] 2 Z2 a0

In addition, for this form, 1L} is only optional when used in the 15t person — it cannot be removed when using
this form in the 2" person.

Of course, Koreans will use both of these forms, so you'll need to know this information in order to understand

people.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

— Y crgoell E ¥H
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Learn Korean Ep. 80: “Approximately” and “About”

This lesson will cover how to make approximations in Korean — in simpler words, “guesses.”

In English, we often make approximations by using the words “approximately” and “about.”

We'll take a look at 3 of the most common ways to do this in Korean, using Bk, &, and <.
Noun (space) &

‘A= means "about” or "approximately,” and you can use it by placing after a noun. Also

remember to add a space between it and the word that it comes after.

Let's take a look at an example.

30/ BEO L.

“It's about 3 meters.”

Notice how in Korean, "3 &= — which translates here as "about” — goes after what it is that
you're talking about. Using = before instead of after would be /ncorrect and difficult to

understand.

2FY BE O,
“It's been about 2 weeks.”
Using an amount of time with the verb Z|C} in the past tense is one way to say that an

amount of time has passed, or that it has "been” an amount of time, such as in this example.

Yo 2Rt 6 7l B= AN K.

"“There are about 6 chairs at the desk.”
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Noun + &

& means the same thing as ‘3=, but is attached diirectly to the word it comes after,

without a space.

2 AZHE Mol

"I slept about 2 hours.”

ot 0f 2 & AR K.
“| was in Korea for about 2 months.”

Ao st xZHof 100 Z22|Z0/0 2.

“It's about 100 calories for a piece of bread.”
2k (space) Noun

oF also means “approximately,” but is used in a different way from H = and &. < is used

before what you're talking about, and not after.

Also, & is more commonly used in writing than in speaking, but it's still okay to use it when
speaking. It has a slightly more fextbook feeling to it than H = and &.

If this is your first time hearing about ‘&= and &, I'd recommend to use those first before

using < until you feel more comfortable with the grammar.
Let's take a look at a few examples.
OlF2| 7|22 2 40 =R0{ 8.

“Yesterday the temperature was approximately 40 degrees Celsius.”

7|2 means “(weather) temperature.”
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oF 5 ZO| 201,

"Approximately 5 people came.”

Ao = Atz 2F 100 7 A0 K.

"There are approximately 100 apples in the store.”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 81: 2E 71 and O} R &

In this lesson we'll learn about two important, common words - 2& 4 and OFF A &=,

2= A

rin

B = is an adjective that means "every” or “all.”

A is a noun that means “thing.”

So literally, 2= Zd means "everything.” It's straightforward to use.

2E 0| Fotx.
"Everything is good.”

You can use 2= A the same way you'd use any other noun.

BE A0 AN K.

“Everything is delicious.”

Ol7|M RE AS E1 HOR.

“I want to see everything here.”

And since | said that 2= is an adjective that means “"every” or "all,” you can also use it

separately if you want before other nouns.

2= AR > “everyone,” or literally, “every person”
2= 82t > "every idea” or “all ideas”
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U

OtF is an adjective that means “any.’

Z4 means “thing.”

L means “even.”

So literally, OFFZd & means “even anything.” However, its usage is a bit different. OFF 2 & is
only used in negative sentences, meaning that it's only used in sentences which finish in a

negative ending. Here's an example.

OfR AT Ot HRAOIR.
"I didn't eat anything.”

ot ST} is a negative verb, and means "to not eat.”

However, if the sentence ended in simply H 0| instead (OFF A= HRAOR), the

sentence would no longer make sense grammatically and you could not use OFF A=,

Let's take a look at a few more examples.

OfF A& ROHX| HRA0IR.

“I didn’t say anything.”

M= OFF A= ofX| 408,
“I didn’t do anything either.”

OfFAE Z FHOR.

“I couldn’t see anything.”
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Advanced Notes

Since OFF is an adjective, it can also be used with different nouns other than Z. It also does not need to be
used in negative sentences — it can be used in both positive and negative sentences.

OFR MZHO|L A BHgl0lR.

“It doesn’t matter even if it's any color.”
Also, OFF = can be used by itself to mean “anyone” in negative sentences.

OfR = 2F 2ol 8.

“Nobody came.”

Ot A E2ZSHA| gote.
“Nobody thinks that.”

Ct = “everything,” “all”

Another common way to say everything is by using the adverb Cf. Since it's an adverb, it's used directly before a

verb. Depending on the sentence, it can translate as either "everything” or “all.”

Ch Aol 8.
"] ate everything.”

"l ate it all.”

Ch 2ol e,
"I did everything.’
"I did it all.”

4

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

e —
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Learn Korean Ep. 82: “Planning to Do’

Let's learn two forms for saying that you're planning to do something.
Action Verb Stem + (Z/=2) A &o|C}

To use it, take an action verb stem and attach = if it ends in a consonant or attach = if it
ends in a vowel Then attach A= (“plan”). Finally, attach the verb O|C} (“to be") and

conjugate it.
Let's take a look at a few examples.

=HE & Aol L.
“I'm planning to do my homework.”

LY 22 2 Al=oloL.

“I'm planning to go to Seoul tomorrow.”

2= MYo =2 HE A=olo L.
“I'm planning to eat sushi tonight.”

Z% means “sushi.”
A% 2E|3 A E0|H K
“Are you planning to retire early?”

2 E|SFCF means “to retire.”

But this form isn't the only way to say that you're planning to do something. Let's take a

look at one more grammar form.
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Action Verb Stem + (2/2) 0| ™Ho|C}

You can also use 0|7 instead of A2 to mean “planning to do.” While A2 means “plan,”
0i"d means “schedule,” so using this form is more formal than using A, although you'll

see and hear them both used.

25 MYS Z0| HE o8 LIt

“I'm planning to eat dinner together tonight.”

F2of /e ogojo?

"What are you planning to do on the weekend?”

2 Al Hof Hoil otz of’gojo .
“I'm planning to return home before 2 o'clock.”

=O0}7FC} means “to return” or “to go back.”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on
YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 83: “Decide to Do”

In this lesson we'll cover how you can decide to do something in Korean. For example, let's

first take a look at these two sentences.

“| went to the store.”

"l decided to go to the store.”

Since "went” is just the past tense of the verb “to go” in English, we can know that we'll use

the verb ZIC}, “to go,” to translate these sentences into Korean.

First, let's translate the sentence, | went to the store.”

M= ZtAOf ztof .

“| went to the store.”

That was pretty simple. If we want to change the sentence to say, "l decided to go to the

store,” we'll need to switch the grammar a little bit.

Here's the grammar form that we're going to need.

Action Verb Stem + 7|2 S}LC}

Take an action verb (any verb that's an action, such as “to do,” “to eat,” or “to go”) and get
its stem by removing the L} at the end. Then attach 7| 2. And finally, add the verb StCt and
conjugate it to the past tense.

Let's take a look at a few examples.

StCE (“to do”) > Bt7| 2 SHE} (“to decide to do”)

Sl ("to eat”) > H7|2 St (“to decide to eat”)

7}E} ("to go”) > 77| 2 SIEF (“to decide to go”)

This form is straightforward to make. And already we can translate our example sentence.
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M= ZHAlof 7h71 2 ol L.

"l decided to go to the store.”

Notice how we made the verb at the end, StCF, into the past tense {01!, and not the
verb ZtC} (“to go”). When you're using this form, make sure you're simply taking the action
verb's stem as /t /s, and not doing any conjugation to it first. Only conjugate the S}tC} at the

ol A

end. Commonly this will be 3{0{ 2 or & LICE, among others.
Let's take a look at a few more examples.

=2 M7t €AX|E S7|2 Hoja.
“Today | decided to do the dishes.”

A K| means "dishwashing,” and &7 X[(£) S}Ct means “to do the dishes.”

MZ2 E[HIE M7|2 Joja.
‘| decided to buy a new TV."

DRSX| 272 YojR.
‘I decided not to study.”
Remember that a negative action verb will still end with its usual negative form X| 4C}

[pronounced “2tE}"], like in this example.

Alternatively, you could also use the 2F form when making a negative verb. So the above

sentence could also look like this:

e}
o

FE 57|12 ol

"I decided not to study.”
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Action Verb Stem + 7|2 ZAXs}C}

While the form 7|2 SILt by itself already means “to decide to,” if you'd like, optionally you
can also change the SIC} at the end to the verb Z%83IC}, which means “to decide” or “to

make a decision.”

It'll have the same meaning whether you do this or not, but it's a more direct way of
expressing that you're making a decision to do something. But just remember that it's

optional.

20| E|7|2 20K
"I decided to become a firefighter.”

282 means “firefighter.”

Advanced Notes
A common usage of this form 7|2 (Z78)3IC} is with the adverb €l2H.

Hell @5 M7Etno 7t7|12 Y=, Z7(0 22 2 Ao a.
“Originally | was going to go to school today, but | caught a cold and couldn’t go.”

Not only can you change the StCt in 7| 2 SICt to the verb 27 SILE but you could also change it to other verbs

as well.
Here are a few examples of other forms that this grammar can have:

7|2 8}Ct - "to decide to do”
7|2 AH™ESICt - "to decide to do,” “to make a decision to do”
7|2 2%&3ICt - “to promise to do,” “to make a promise to do”

7|12 AMSICE - “to be determined to do,” "to resolve to do”

Rs g2 B 450 a.

“Today | decided to quit alcohol.”
These other forms work in the same way, and you'll hear more as you learn. Know that they all come from this

same form, 7| 2 SICt, and when you hear a new one, you should be able to recognize it. As long as you know

the verb that is attached after 7| 2, you should also be able to understand what the grammar form means.
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Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 84: “l guess...”

In this lesson we'll discuss how to say "l guess that” or “it seems like” in Korean. While these
two forms in English have slightly different meanings and usages, in Korean they'll use the

same form.

However, we will need to learn 2 forms in this lesson. Why two forms? Because you'll use a

different form whether you're using an action verb or a descriptive verb.

First let's take a look at an example sentence in English. Focus on the English sentence for

now, and we'll take a look at how to conjugate it soon.
2 DEL R,
“I guess that he doesn’t know it well.”

“It seems like he doesn’t know it well.”

Either of these English translations are fine. Depending on what sounds best in English, you

can either translate this form as “l guess that” or “it seems like” or even "it looks like.”

So here’s how to make our first of two forms.

Action Verb Stem + L} EC}

Take an action verb stem, and attach Lt. Then conjugate the verb 2L} (“to see”).
In our example sentence, we used the verb 2 2L} which is an action verb.

Here are a few more examples of this form with action verbs.
& HoM EHS HL 2.

"I guess they're eating sam-gyup-sal next door.”

“It seems like they're eating sam-gyup-sal next door.”
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UM EXS0|E ARGt 2.

"I guess they're going to start the fireworks already.”

Here, the 2{L} part is a shortened form of 2911 &}tL} The full version would be EMN

=X E0|E AlESt2{ 10 StLt EHR. Commonly when using the 211 StCt form, the 11 and St

are removed to keep things shorter.

LEZILE 2t 2.

"I guess he left.”

Note that the end verb, E.C} will stay in the present tense, even if your sentence is in past

tense. So if you want to add a tense to your sentence, add it at the verb stem itself.

MO[QAULE Ete.

“I guess it's entertaining.”

“It seems entertaining.”

Although the verb X{O| UL} is often used to describe things, remember that the verb RACF

conjugates as an action verb, so you'll use this form with it.
So now we know how we can say “l think that” or “it seems like"” using an action verb. But
what if we want to say this about a descriptive verb? For example, how could we make this

sentence?

“I guess the weather is really hot today.”

“It seems like the weather is really hot today.”

We couldn’t use the previous form, since the verb “to be hot,” ELCl, is a descriptive verb. So

we're going to need to learn one more form that we can use with descriptive verbs.

Here's that form.
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Descriptive Verb Stem + (-/2)7} HLC}

To make it, take a descriptive verb stem and attach either a L if it ends in a vowe/, or 2 if

it ends in a consonant. Then attach 7}, and finally conjugate the verb EC} like before.
So now we can translate our previous examples.

Q= YHM7IOIFE &7 ER

“I guess the weather is reaIIy hot today.”

“It seems like the weather is really hot today.”

Remember that certain verbs, such as ones that end in a & (for example, ©LC}), have their
own rules for conjugation. For example, using E CI with this form would become 527}

HCL}, since the verb BCt has a verb stem that ends in a &=.

Here are a few more examples.

Ot 27} Hta.
“I guess it's really good.”

"It seems like it's really good.”

AAIBITE B Q.

"It seems like you're bored.”

Y7} OF =} BIQ?

“I guess you're not hungry?”

B A7t HF B271 &

“I guess Chul-soo has too much homework.”

sk Abtolvt e

"I guess he's a Korean.”
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Advanced Notes

While Lt ELC} is used for action verbs, and (-/2)7} L} for descriptive verbs, there is a common exception to

the rules.

L} B C} can also be used with descriptive verbs too (not only action verbs), if the descriptive verb stem ends in a

consonant.

Here are a couple of examples:
Ao > 227 2ot or AfLp Ot
BTt > He7t =Ctor Bt BC}

However, you cannot use (L /2)7} EC} with action verbs.

Conclusion

Just remember that the meaning of both of these two grammar forms is the same, and the

one that you use depends only on the type of verb that you're working with.

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 85: Common Korean Contractions

Korean contractions are simple shorter ways of writing grammar and words. There are many

of them, and they're common enough that you should learn them.

Note that all of these are optional, but commonly used. Don't feel like you have to use

them, but be able to understand and recognize them when they come up.

Most of these are fine for beginners to learn, but I'd recommend skipping any of them for

which you haven't already learned their basic forms.

Let's get started with a few of the most common contractions in Korean.

He > H
e >
4 > o

These three might be some of the most commonly found. A= becomes &, L= becomes
tt and L= becomes Hl. When you're working with the Topic Marker (2/&), sometimes it
becomes just a L if the word it comes after ends in a vowel. Since X, Lt, and 1 all end
with a vowel, it became popular to use them in this way. Remember that this is only when

you're using these words with the 7Topic Marker.

= -> o

This is a combination of the Location Marker, O, with the Topic Marker to become ¢l. This
contraction is a bit more casual though, so | wouldn’t recommend using this one in any

formal situation.
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Just like with the Topic Marker, when the Object Marker comes after a vowel, it's sometimes
shortened to just a 2. So in this case, & becomes &, LI becomes &, and HE
becomes ‘2.

HE > 2
&, "what,” can shorten to & when it's used with the Object Marker.

g >
20| > A
e > A

These three contractions with Z are also very common.
A, "thing,” becomes Z when used with the Object Marker (2/E).
A becomes Al when used with the Subject Marker (0/7}).

A becomes 71 when used with the Topic Marker (/).
H> A
Z can sometimes be shortened to 7, but not in every case. Here are a few examples.

0|7 >
a4 > aA
MK > XA

But A can't always shorten to 7. Here are two examples where it can't.
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SO
ra o
vV
Y
a3 fn

These two forms will stay the same. I'd only recommend learning 0|7, 174, and XA for

the time being.

oAl > HA
LEoilAl > LHA]
oA > Al

Ol A can become MA|, LIO|A can become WA, and HM A can become 4| A.

LH7H and U|7H sound very similar, but when used in context a Korean will be able to know

which one you mean.

More Intermediate Contractions

From here on in the video, this lesson will get slightly more intermediate, so if you haven't

yet learned one of these original forms, feel free to skip over it for now and learn it later.

0| oto| “this guy/gal” > O
71 ofo| “that guy/gal” > 7}
X{| O}0] “that guy/gal” > Y

These three words are casual, so they shouldn’t be used in any situation where you want to

sound polite, or they’'d come across as rude. But they're fairly common.

You can use Of to mean “this person,” and 7§ or M to mean “that person.” What you're

really saying is “this kid"” or “that kid,” so it's a common slang way to refer to other people.
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Ct1 sl(2) > tH(R)
LED sH(2) > LH(R)
A3 sli(82) > ()
2t sl(2) > 2H(R)
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These forms are commonly used when you're quoting people, or yourself. The first form,

Ct1 is the form you'd use when making statements, LF1l for questions, X1 for

suggestions, and 2t11 for commands. 211 is also used when making quoted statements

with the verb O|LC}.

e @Bt 3ol > e 220

"l said to come here quickly!”

SHAl > #l
S| > X

st > 3

Note that these only apply when you're using the verb StC}. A verb ending in St can be

shortened to #|, S}tX| to X|, and S} to 3.

2 X = 0F,

“| don't even want that.”

The full version of this would be, 12 3}X| T 0}

Advanced Notes

Here are some additional notes on more contractions in Korean.

The form (2)2{11 StLC} can also be shortened to simply (2)21Ct. This is then conjugated in a sentence

depending on the form being used. Here are a few example forms.
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(2)=2H®
(2)31

2t > (@) =k

The form Ct2, LFX1, Xt and 2k1 can also be shortened further depending on the grammar used after them.

Here are a few example forms.

N
fl
Ot

=0 > cheg
C} > gt

HjCh > ghuich
h=d) > Che)

HE
ot rok

O
kI
OF

Conclusion

But be careful not to overuse any of these contractions. Although they're commonly seen,
using a lot of contractions in a sentence can sound like you're speaking too casually. So be

extra careful to avoid them when you're in a situation where you need to be polite.

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 86: “Instead Of”

In this lesson we'll learn about a useful grammar form that you can use. This form is simple

to use, and there are two different forms depending on how you're using it.
Let's first take a look at an example sentence in English.
‘I watched a drama instead of a movie.”

Here's the form we'll need to know to translate this sentence:

Noun + CH2I0j

To use it, take a noun, and attach Ci 4!, followed by Of|. Then finish the rest of the sentence.

Already we can translate our example sentence.

Nz ot jalof] =2t0HS 2o e,

“| watched a drama instead of a movie."

Notice how in English, “drama” comes before "movie” in the sentence, but in Korean it's the
other way around — g3} CiA10]|, “instead of a movie.” Remember that CH410f| is used after

what it is that's “instead of,” and not before.

Here are a few more examples.

7 cfdoj o[ M a.
"Do this instead of that.”

Abat Ej MO XS HRAC K.

"I ate an orange instead of an apple.”

X CHAof of M K.

“Please do it instead of me.”

GO! Billy Korean



Page 2 of 3

X|OF Mo BEX[ S Mo 8.
“I bought pants instead of a skirt.”

But nouns aren't the only way that you can use this form. There are also cases where you'll

want to use this form with verbs too. Let's take a look at an example of what | mean.
"I watched a drama instead of going to see a movie.”

This example uses a verb, “instead of going,” so we're going to need to use a different form

for this. Fortunately, the form that we'll use isn't that different from our first one.

Let's take a look at how we can do this.

Action Verb Stem + = CHAO|

Take an action verb stem (an action verb, with the C} at the end removed), and attach =.
Then add CH410], and finish the rest of the sentence just like before.

So let's translate our example sentence.

Mz FotE 2 7k tMol =210 20 R.

"I watched a drama instead of going to see a movie.”

Here are a few more examples.

2 Y= Ao =2 DM R,
"Drink water instead of eating something.”

For a review of how to use & to mean “something,” check out my video “Learn Korean Ep.

48: Something, Somewhere, and Someone.”

EMEeR 7hE i TFS017 =28 U0 K.

“| went to play with friends instead of going to the library.”
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2 A HHof HE =2FM 8.

“Help me instead of sleeping.”

AFH AYS ste Ao =0 SFIHAM K.

"Study Korean instead of playing games.”

Advanced Notes
Another common translation of this form is “in exchange for,” or “in return for.”

If you're translating a sentence and notice that it sounds odd in English, or if the meaning does not match the

situation that you are in, try using one of these translations instead. Here's an example.
M7t M E E2F £ Mo &S AL FAM Q.
“In exchange for me helping you (with your) homework, buy me some food.”

“In return for me helping you (with your) homework, buy me some food.”

Another note: the 0f| at the end of this form is optional. However, it's commonly added, so I'd recommend using

it, especially if this is your first time learning about this form.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 87: “No matter how much”

This lesson will cover how to say “no matter” and “no matter how much.” For example, “No
matter how busy you are, you need to do the homework.” This lesson is intended for

intermediate learners, and might be a bit difficult for beginners.

OF 2| Verb Stem + Of/0{/etc. + &

This form uses the adverb OFF2|, meaning “no matter.” Attach a verb after, and conjugate it
to the 8 form (without the £). Then attach &= (“also,” "even,” "too"). Literally, together this
means “no matter even if (verb).” Here's a quick example using the verb HFBLC} (“to be
busy”).

O} 2| HHHIE . .

“No matter how busy you are...”
Here are a few example sentences with this form.

OfF2| 1 EAt EOt= ZHLEX| OHA| K.

“No matter how much you like that boy, don't meet him.”

OtF 2| m=2sf= Xt Qe

No matter how tired you are, you shouldn't sleep.

OfF 2| Ht= QEtE &S =+ 8108,

No matter how much | look, | can't find a typo.

OtF2| Mok Hi7t o =2{8.

No matter how much | eat, I'm not full.

OtF2| 0{20|2tE O0|A3 2 QU0 K.

No matter how much of an adult you are, ice cream is delicious.
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When you use this form with the verb O|C} (“to be") it becomes O| 2tk after a consonant. or

2l = after a vowel

Advanced Notes

You might also see the word OFF 2l =. This word is a combination of OFF2| and = (from the verb
SHCH. Literally, OFF2i = means “No matter (how much you do it),” but a more natural translation is
“anyway"” or “either way."

If you use OFF 2=, place it at the beginning of a sentence.

This form is also commonly used together with the Zd Z L} form (“it seems...,” “I think..."). Here are a

few examples.

OtFef= 7t oF = 7 Ot

“Anyway | don't think Chul-soo will come.”

OtF el Li7h 4=k 7 ZOF.

“Either way | think | made a mistake.”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on
YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

——

2y, Chgel & 4H
~

GO! Billy Korean



Page 1 of 4

Learn Korean Ep. 88: “Try to...” and “Intend to...”

This lesson will cover how to say “try to” or “intend to.” For example, “"Yesterday | tried to

study.” There are two forms that we'll need to cover.
Action Verb Stem + (2)2{1 S}C}

To say that you “intend to” do something, take an action verb stem and attach 221 if it
ends in a consonant, or 2411 if it ends in a vowel Adding SICt and conjugating it at the end

is optional, but I'd recommend using it if this is your first time seeing this form.

This form literally means “intend to,” but we can use it to mean “try to” as well. Here's an

example.

CIO|O{EE ot 1l o,
“| tried to diet.”
"l intended to diet.”

Since the verb S}LC} at the end is optional, we could also write this sentence like this:

CIO|EE dt3{11 Q.
“I'm trying to diet.”

“I'm intending to diet.”

Note that if you don't use the verb StCf, you can't change the tense of the sentence (like in
the first example). If you want to say that you are trying to diet, it's fine to not add StCt. But

if you want to say that you tried to diet (past tense) then you'll need to add it.
Here are a few more example sentences.
At d st Ao Q.

‘I am trying to sleep.”

‘I am intending to sleep.”
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LY XE Tt sie.
"Tomorrow | intend to meet a friend.

n

“Tomorrow I'll try to meet a friend.”

A2 stuz 7181 g 2.
“Now I'm intending to go to school.”

“Now I'm trying to go school.”

But saying that you're intending to go to school doesn’'t sound very natural. It also wouldn't
sound natural even if we translated it to #rying to go. This is because this form has one
more usage — it can also translate as "going to.” For example, "Now I'm going to go to

school.” Here are a few more examples.

=X E st2{1 2.
“I'm intending to do the homework.”
“I'm trying to do the homework.”

“I'm going to do the homework.”

This form can translate as “going to,” because in English saying that you're “going to”

means that you're “intending to” do something.

However, note that this form is not the same as using the normal future tense. If you use
the future tense, it does not mean that you are intending to do something. Instead, the

future tense simply means that you wi// do something. Here's an example.

=HE & Ao ..

“l will do the homework.”

If you're not sure whether to use this form, or the future tense, I'd recommend that you use
the future tense. If what you want to say is that you wi// do something, you'll always be
grammatically correct to use the future tense. As you become more used to using this form,

you can start using it more often in your sentences.
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Whether this form translates as “intending to” or “trying to” or "going to” will be clear from

the context of the sentence.

Action Verb Stem + O}/0{/etc. EC}

This form can be used to say “try to,” but not “intend to.” This is a simpler grammar form

that can be used to show that you're attempting to do something.

To use it, take an action verb stem and conjugate it to the & form (without adding the &).
Then attach the verb 2L} (“to see”) and conjugate it. This form literally means that you are
doing a verb, and then seeing how it goes. This form can more naturally translate as “to try

to do.” Here is a quick example.

St 0l & 384 Zoja.
“| tried to learn Korean.”

The above sentence could more literally translate as, “I learned Korean and saw how it went."

Here are a few more examples.

HOf 2t
“Try (eating) it!"

dMNZE @0 20§ Q.

“l want to try wearing that shirt.”
More naturally, we can also translate the above sentence as "l want to try on that shirt.”

d4o =24 2.

“I'll try thinking about it."

More naturally, we can also translate the above sentence as “I'll think about it and see how

it goes.”
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MEEHS T 210 %] Botg.

“I don't want to try meeting the boss.”

Advanced Notes
More about (2)2{11 5}C}

We learned that StE} is optional in the (2)21 11 S} form. However, it can also be replaced with
other verbs. The form (2)2{11 by itself is what shows intention, and the StC} is simply there to give
the form a tense. Because of this, there are many other verbs that we can use instead of StC}. Here

are two examples.

2% CHO[0Edta{ S45 otar /oK.
“I'm hiking (intending) to diet these days.”
“I'm trying to diet these days by hiking.”

S 7teln =2 224 A0la.

“I'm saving up money (intending) to go on a trip.”
Note on (2)2i &2
Previously we learned about the (2)2(&) form, to say that we “wanna” do something, or for asking
someone else if they “wanna” do something. This form is similar in usage to the (2)2{1 S}C} form.

Both forms can be used to show intention. You can think of the (2)2l(2) form as a combination of

the (2)21 1 StC} form and the meaning “want to.”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

—

Y, chgoll E
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Learn Korean Ep. 89: M2

This episode will teach the most basic way to ask for things in Korean.
Noun + (£/8) FM&
The most basic phrase that you can use to ask for something in Korean is A 2.

To use it, take a noun (what it is that you're asking for), and attach the Object Marker. The

Object Marker will be & after a consonant, or £ after a vowel. Then use FA| 2.

FAM 2 literally means “Give me...," but it's a polite command and can more naturally

translate as “Please give me...."
In English, when we ask for things we might commonly use sentences like this:

“Could you get me some..."
“Can | have..."
“Could I get...”

“Could you pass me the..."

... and more.

In Korean, none of that is necessary. Instead, using =M 8 is perfectly acceptable in most

situations.

For example, if you're at a restaurant and want to see a menu, you can say & FTA 2

("Please give me a menu.”). You don't need to say "Do you think that | could please get one
of the menus?” or anything long like that in Korean. Or if you need water, you can say &
FM 2 ("Please give me some water.”). You don't need to ask “Could | please get a glass of

water?”

E - “more”
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You can use O together with A2 to mean “Please give me more....

== H FA &

“Please give me more water."

E-‘;I'OI _ ua Iot"

You can use HO0]| in the same way to mean that you want “a lot” of something.

XIS BO| =AM 2.

"Please give me a lot of kimchi.”

= - “a little”

Or you can use &5 to ask for “a little” of something.

Ug x3 FHL.

“Please give me a little (bit of) rice.”

=2 O - “a little more”

You can combine =& and [ to ask for “a little more” of something.

1718 =5 H FAHL.

"Please give me a little (bit) more meat.”
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However, you can't combine B£0| with & — B0 § is incorrect. Instead, simply use &O| (“a

lot”) or & (“more”) on its own.

Advanced Notes

You can use M| 2 anywhere in public (such as in a restaurant), but you'll want a more casual way to

ask for things between friends.
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Noun + (£/8) #(®)

You can use the same form, but using F(8) instead of FA| 2. Use & when talking to a friend
who's older than you, and use % when talking to a friend who's younger than you or the same age

as you.

wel = F.

"Quick, give me the money.”
Noun + (2/8) T4 + AN K?

If you'd like an extra polite way of asking for something, you can use this form in the same way. This
form is longer, and literally means "Are you able to give me...?" It's much more polite, so you won't
need it as often, but it can be useful in a formal setting. For example, you can use this form to ask a

special favor from someone.
o &ol

Although you can't combine B0| with & to become & 80|, you can combine it the other way

around. G B0l can be used to mean “a lot more.”

O Bo| =AM a!

“Please give me a lot more!”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 90: Compared to...

This lesson will cover how to make comparisons. For example, we'll learn how to make the
sentence "Taking a bus is cheap compared to taking a train.” This lesson is intended for

intermediate learners, and might be a bit difficult for beginners.

Noun + O H|3H(A)

To say “compared to,” first take a noun and attach the particle 0. Then add H|3H(A). The A

here is optional. Here's a quick example.

_|ot

Pl off HIBHA]...

Compared to school...

Note that the noun you are comparing something to will come before this form, and not

after like in English. Here is an example sentence.

HAS Bt A2 7IXE Els A0 HIBHA M.

"Taking a bus is cheap compared to taking a train.”

Let's take the sentence apart and look at each piece. First we have HH{AE Et= 2 (“taking a
bus"), followed by the Topic Marker, and then 7|X}Z Ef= A (“taking a train”). After that we
have H|3l(Al), which here means “compared to (taking a train).” Then we have the final part,
ML, from the verb ML} (“to be cheap”). If we put the pieces together, we get the literal
meaning of “As for taking a bus, it is cheap, compared to taking a train.” Here are a few

more example sentences.

Of 7to] 1 7tof HsiM FAHRIR.
“This bag is heavy compared to that bag.”

D717k XA Bl O SE/AA K.

“The meat is more delicious compared to last time.”
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oo HIsHM M= =5 O # MR,

"I use money better than (compared to) my older brother.”

Advanced Notes

The form HI[5H{(A) originally comes from the verb H|SICH (“to compare.”) HISEEL is not used on its

own to mean “to compare,” and is only used in certain grammatical forms such as this one. Instead, if

you want to say “to compare” normally, use the verb H[I(E) S}C} (“to compare,

"o

to make a

comparison”).
Noun + 0f| H|5}H

Another use of this form is H|SI™ (“if one compares”), which is used in the same way as H|3H(A]).

This form is much less common. Here's an example.

A'Zof HISHH BO| LIOHE A0 K.

“It got a lot better, if you compare it to the past.”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 91: Changing Action Verbs to Adjectives (Part 1 of 2)

We've already covered in previous lessons how to conjugate adjectives and action verbs. For
example, we can say “That person is good” by conjugating the verb &L} (“to be good”) into
7 AtEO| 0}, We can also conjugate it before a noun as 2 and get 2 AtE0[|0 2

("He is a good person.”).

We've also covered how to conjugate action verbs. For example, we can conjugate the

action verb HLC} (“to eat”) and get A= L|XIE HO{Q ("l eat pizza.").

But these forms alone don't allow us to create more complicated sentences, and we'll need
to learn a new form in order to say things like "I made a food that he likes,” or “l want to
meet someone who speaks Korean.” To make these types of sentences, we'll need to know

how to change an action verb into an adjective, so we can use it before a noun.

First, here's an example of what we'll be making, using the action verb ZO}S}IC} (“to like”):

Ha£ M7 Fotots TAE UK.

“Chul-soo made a pizza that | like.”

Let's learn how to change action verbs into adjectives. Each tense works a bit differently.

[

Present Tense: Action Verb Stem + =

For the present tense, take an action verb stem and attach =. Here are a few examples.

sict > 3the
o> He
Jhet > Ths
SO > e

* In present, past, and future tenses, verb stems ending in 2 will drop the 2 when

conjugating this form. This is common with grammar forms that use L or 2.
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OAHE Y= 1Y0|E oK.

"I saw a cat that eats pizza."

=0 E Eols AEE TILE B 40 2.

"I want to meet someone who speaks Korean well.”

O} 7| M7t Of= AFEO| §lofR.

"There is nobody who | know here.”

Although the word “nobody” doesn’'t appear in the Korean sentence, a more literal

translation would be “There is no person who | know.”

7 A0l okt 8442 BrER0lS.

“| made food that he likes.”

Past Tense: Action Verb Stem + 2/L

For the past tense, take an action verb stem and attach 2 if it ends in a consonant or L if

it ends in a vowel. Here are a few examples:

Bt > o2
sict > o
ML} > 2

M7b 2 M0| ofF F0tR.

“The book that | wrote is very good.”

o &X 7 A0l S0 R.

“There was nobody who went home early.”

M E7F = A7 EARUO R,

"The snacks my friend gave me were delicious.”
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2 AZH SO B 0| L9019

"Who was the student who studied for 2 hours?”

Future Tense: Action Verb Stem + /=

For the future tense, take an action verb stem and attach = if it ends in a consonant or

if it ends in a vowel Here are a few examples:

oict > 22
St > &
Uct > e

= SR A0l gloa.

"There is nobody who will study today.”

20| Z A 33 Yol

“I'm looking for someone who will go together (with me).”

ojd M7t & AFEHOK.

“This is the computer that | will buy.”

FRHOA &S H=0| AN L.

"There is a present that | will get from my parents.”

Advanced Notes

When making sentences that use this grammar (“that” or “who” in English), you'll most
commonly find the Subject Marker (0|/7}) used to mark the person who is doing the action verb
- not the Topic Marker (2/<).

In our first example, we had B+ H|7} £0lst= L|XIE S RA0{ L. (“Chul-soo made a pizza

that | like.”). It would be awkward to use X+ in the sentence instead of X|7}. Using the Subject

Marker shows that here, “I” (H|7}) am the person who likes the pizza.
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Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

—

2 trSell £ wH
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Learn Korean Ep. 92: Changing Action Verbs to Adjectives (Part 2 of 2)

This lesson will continue from the previous episode (#92). Review that episode first before

beginning this one.

We learned how we can conjugate action verbs in the past, present, and future tenses to
use as adjectives. Using these same three forms, and the noun Z (“thing”), we can get a few

additional uses.

Let's look at each form one at a time.

Something one does...

[

Action Verb Stem + = Z

With the present tense, we can attach 2 to mean “something that one does” or “something

that you do.” For example:

OAt= He Ao,

“Pizza is something that you eat.”

2 eler Ao,

k=]
“A book is something that you read.”
* This will be pronounced as "“¥&=" due to sound change rules.

1 ARO[ St= A Ho K2
"What is it that he does?”

=M= 1 ot AE.

“Homework is just something you do.”

Something one did...

Action Verb Stem + /2 A

GO! Billy Korean



Page 2 of 3

With the past tense of a verb, we can attach 2 to mean “something one did.” For example:

M7t ot 40| ofL| o] .
“| didn't do it."

Or more literally, this sentence could translate as “It's not something that | did.”

M7t et Aol K.
‘I did it.”

Or literally, we can translate this as “It's something that | did.”

I BtE Aol K2
“Who made it?”

Or more literally, “It's something that who made?”

M7t 92 A2 AN R?

“What was it that | ate?”

Something to...

Action Verb Stem + 2/2 A

With the future tense of a verb, we can attach 2 to mean “something to (verb).” For

example:

2 Al glola.

“There is nothing to do.”
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= g a.
“There is nothing to see.”

g2 Aol gloa.

"There is nothing to read.”

Or more literally, “There is not a thing to read.”

Advanced Notes

The future tense form can also be used with other nouns besides 2. When used with other nouns, its meaning
becomes “(noun) to (verb).” This is a very common, standard grammatical construction. Here are just a few

common examples:

FHIZ AIZHO] gl 8.

“There's no time to prepare.”

2 Alztolof g.

“It's time to sleep”

E=oFE AMEO| A R?

"Is there someone who will help?”

9l o ota.

“There are many books to read.”

The forms with A are the same construction.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

JE——
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Learn Korean Ep. 93: Korean Honorifics (Part 1 of 2)

"Honorifics” is only one part of Korean politeness levels. In order to understand honorifics,
we'll first need to understand how and when to use the regular ~2 form, the ~L|C} form,
as well as know about Bt (casual Korean). These forms are all covered in other episodes in
this series, so | won't re-teach them here. Make sure to know all of those forms well before

beginning this lesson.

The ~8 form and ~L|C} form are used to show respect to the person who you're speaking
to. However, the person you're speaking to isn't always the same person who you're talking
about. For example, you could be speaking with your best friend (using g2, and talking
about his or her father. In this case, it would be good to show extra respect toward the

father, but not toward your best friend.

Honorific speech is used to show respect to someone who you are speaking about, but not

specifically to show respect to the person you're talking to. Here's an example sentence.

Ot X| 7} O C[off /{2
"Where's dad?”

This sentence uses the ~& form, so the speaker is likely talking with someone who they
want to show respect to. But the ~8 form by itself doesn’'t show any respect to the person
who you're talking about. While this sentence is grammatically correct, it does not show any
extra respect to the father. L} (“to exist”) is a regular verb, that here is referring to the

father, and does not show any extra respect.

Instead of ULt (“to exist”), we can use a different verb that will show more respect toward
the subject of that verb. In this case, we can use the honorific verb AA|C} (“to exist”)

instead to add extra respect toward the father. We'll show this example in a moment.
To repeat, honorific speech does not change the amount of respect to the person we are

speaking with, but only to the person who we are talking about (unless the person we are

talking about is the same person we are speaking to).
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Here's how we can change the previous sentence to use honorific speech, to show extra

respect to the father.

Ot X[ 7} O C[Off AMR?
"Where's dad?”

Using AIM L (from AIA|ICH shows extra respect toward the dad, but not toward the person

we're speaking to. In fact, we can change the sentence to B2 and still use the verb A A|CE,

Ot X[ 7} Of C|Off A A{?
"Where's dad?”

This sentence could be said to a close friend or sibling, and still shows extra respect to the
father.

This is the basics of how honorific speech works. It shows respect to the person who you
are speaking about. For example, this might be a teacher, an adult, a stranger, and anyone
who you have a business relationship with. The usage situations are similar to when you

would normally use the ~L|Ct form.

You will not use honorific when talking about close friends, boyfriends or girlfriends, small

children, or animals.
Asking Questions with Honorifics

Often, the person who you are talking about is also the same person who you are talking to.
This happens whenever you're asking a question to someone about themselves. For example,

you might ask a stranger how to get to the bank.

20 ofZA Zt=X] OtM K2

“Do you know how to go to the bank?”
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OFM[2 comes from the honorific verb OFA|C} (“to know”), which comes from the regular

verb Lt (“to know"). We'll talk about how to make honorific verbs soon.

Of course, we could have also conjugated the sentence this way, and it would be

grammatically correct:

=0 oA 7t=X| ZotR?

"Do you know how to go to the bank?”
But using ¥ Lt instead of OFA|Ct doesn’t show any extra respect to the person we're talking
about (here, the listener). Since this question would likely be asked to a stranger, it would

be better to use honorifics.

Let's talk about how to change a regular verb into an honorific verb.
Verb Stem + (2)A|LCt

Take a verb stem and attach 2 A|Ct if it ends in a consonant, or attach A|Ctif it ends in a

vowel. Verb stems ending in 2 will drop the 2.

This will become ~(2)M & in the & form, ~&LICt in the ~L|C} form, or ~A in casual

speech, among many other ways. Here are a few various examples:

SICH > StM|R, SHYLICH StA, SHA|E

AUtk > BoN e, WoNL|T, LoD, Loyl

O[C} > O|Ml 8, O] LICt OA[Z, O| =6

Before we go on, let's talk about using this form as ~(2)A| 2.

Verb Stem + (2)M| 2

The ~8 form has many uses. One of its uses is for making polite commands — we can do
the same with ~(2)A| 2.
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You can use the ~(2)M &2 form to make regular statements, questions, and to give
commands that sound polite. This is similar to using the word “please” in English when

asking for something. Here are some examples:

M.

"Please give (it to) me.”

SN 2.
"Please do (it).”

7tM 8.

"Please go.”

Remember that the ~8 form, and by extension the ~(2)M & form, can also be used in

statements and questions. Here's an example of a sentence with various politeness levels:

H4E0] 237
Mol K2
MAYO| kA2

Mol Hord Lt

“What is the teacher doing?”
Unique Honorific Verbs

Not all verbs use the ~(2)A|Ct form to become honorific (such as AlA|C}H. Here are the

most common ones:

ULE > A ALt "to exist”

BICE > 2F AIAICE "to not exist”

HCH > EAICH "to eat”

XtCE > R AL "to sleep”

&Lt > SOF7FAILCH “to die” (literally, “to go back”)
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Here are some examples:

OfHLI= X5 &ofl 2t AM L.

“Mom is not at home now.”

ddH2 o0 gas =N K.

“The teacher ate lunch already.”

Note that if a verb has its own honorific verb form, you have to use it. So using H2A|LC}

would be incorrect.

2 N0

"Did you sleep well?”

O X| 7t ZO0F7hg & LT

"My grandfather passed away.”

Honorific Nouns

Not only do we need to use honorific verbs when we're using honorific speech, we also

need to use honorific nouns. Here's an example:

At > &2 “person”

Both At and & mean “person,” but = is used to show extra respect to that “person” who

you're talking about.

So if you want to say that a teacher is a good person, you could say this:

HdEHol F2 =0lM L.

“The teacher is a good person.”
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This sentence uses an honorific verb, O|C}, here as O| M| 2, and the honorific noun &. We

could also say this sentence:

HEHol T2 ArE0[0] K.

“The teacher is a good person.”
This sentence is grammatically correct, but it doesn't show any extra respect to the teacher.
Here are the most commonly used honorific nouns:
AtEh > & “person”
& > © "house”

LtO] > ¢l "age”

0|5 > g%
Examples

Let's look at a few examples using everything that we've covered.

ddgel =ol ofCiMR?

o
"Where is the teacher’'s house?”

Since O|M|2 here comes after a vowel, it shortens to M| 8.

Ottt O] EM0].
“My dad ate a lot.”

AM 7 oA E[M L2

“How old are you?”

X 20| £=7H Q7
“Who is that person?”
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Advanced Notes
QO AICt and 12 A|C}

You might see either of these verbs used instead of AlA|CE and 2t A AICE Using these verbs to show
extra respect to a person would be /ncorrect. However, it is acceptable to use these verbs when
referring to a thing (and not a person). For example:

=H7E A2M K2

“Is there any homework?”

Using the verbs this way shows extra respect to the person you're talking about — in this case, the
person you're speaking with (the teacher, most likely). These verbs can only be used in this way when
speaking directly to the person who you're talking about. In these cases, using AlA|Ct would be

incorrect — for example, X7t A M| & is grammatically wrong.

The same applies to the verb O|Ct (“to be"). It can be used in the same way, as O|A|C}. For example:

5 HRI0|M 8.
“That’'s 500 Won.”

Honorific Progressive Tense

When using honorifics with the progressive tense (~1 RULC}), change both the verb before to an
honorific, and also change ULt to A ALt For example:

L7 FRAID AM L.

"Grandmother is sleeping.”

However, if the first verb does not have its own unique honorific verb (such as 7t} which becomes

ZFAIER, then it's not necessary to change it. For example:

OtH{ | = OfL|of 7t A M K?
"Where is dad going?”

It's not necessary to use 7tA|Z (from ZHA|CH because 7tCt does not have a unique honorific verb

form, and 7} is preferable.
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Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 94: Korean Honorifics (Part 2 of 2)

Last episode we learned about honorific speech, honorific verbs, making commands with the

~(2)M| 2 form, and honorific nouns. This lesson will continue from where we left off.

Humble speech is similar to honorific speech, in that it can be combined with other forms,

and is used to show a certain level of respect to the person you are speaking about.

However, while honorific speech is used to show extra respect to a person we're talking
about, humble speech is a bit different. Humble speech is used to show Aumility. This is
figuratively as if the speaker is lowering himself or herself down to the person he or she is

speaking about.
=2|C} “to give”
Let's first take a look at an example sentence:

L M= & oK.

“I will give you a present tomorrow.”

This sentence is grammatically fine. However, what if the person we're giving the present to
(the person we're talking about — here, “you” in the sentence) is someone who we’'d want to

show extra respect to?

We can't use the honorific verb =A|C} (“to give”), because that would be adding extra
respect to ourselves (the person who is speaking, and giving the present). But we still want
to show extra respect. We can use a humble verb to figuratively lower ourselves down when
giving the gift — almost as if we're bowing down and holding up the present to them. Here

is what the sentence could look like using a humble verb:

LY M= =8 Aol

“I' will give you a present tomorrow.”

GO! Billy Korean



Page 2 of 5

This sentence has the same meaning as the first one, but we've switched the verb Z=C} (“to

give”) with E2|Ct (“to give”), which is a humble verb.

Using E2|Ct shows humility from the speaker toward the person who he or she is giving

something to.
H|C} (or &Ll “to see”

B|C} (or sometimes & L) is another common humble verb. Here's an example of a regular

sentence:

L 2.

“I'll see you tomorrow.”

What if we are saying this sentence to our boss? Although we can of course change the ~&2
form to the ~L|C} form, this would not show enough extra respect. Instead, we can add

humility to our sentence and increase how much respect is shown to the boss.

We can exchange ELC} ("to see”) for the verb E|C} (“to see”), or &Lt (“to see” — a tiny bit

more humble). Here's what the sentence would look like:

LS B,

“I'll see you tomorrow.”

Both E|C} and & C} conjugate as B8 in the ~& form, or & LIC} and & LICt in the ~L|C}

form.

And both sentences (Et2 and Ef2) have the same literal meaning. The second sentence

shows extra humility toward the boss.
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Mid-Lesson Review

So around here you might be expecting a list of verbs that can become humble verbs.
Fortunately, there aren't many humble verbs we have to learn — there are only 2 common
humble verbs that we need to learn, and we've already covered them (E2|C} and
H|Ct/2Th.

Let's do a quick recap. Using honorific verbs shows extra respect toward the person who
we're talking about. Using a humble verb is kind of like the speaker is also bowing down

toward the person who they're talking about — lowering themselves.

Because of this, you'll never use humble speech (such as E2|C}) when someone else is

giving something to you, because that would be figuratively making them bow down to you.

Honorific and Humble Particles

There are a few particles that are also preferred when using honorific speech or humble
speech. These particles show extra respect to the person that they come after (they're only

used with people). Here are those particles:

(Subject Marker) O|/7t > TH A
(Topic Marker) 2/= > HM&
(To/From [a person]) A (M) > 7|

Let's look at an example of each one:

OFEHX|THIM Ziof 2F AM K.

“Dad is not at home.”
Using OFE{ X|Z} would still be grammatically correct, but would not show the proper amount

of respect to the dad. Since we're already using Al A|Ct instead of QALY it's best to complete

the sentence by also using one of these particles.
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O|M &OLHME =74 AHolKa.
“Grandma will sleep now.”
This sentence uses not only the particle 7{|A{=, but also the honorific verb FFA[C} (“to

sleep”). It shows a proper amount of extra respect to the grandmother.

HEHH 4= ERO K.

“I gave the teacher a present.”

This sentence has the same grammatical meaning as M4 E0f|A| M2 2 HO L, but shows
not only extra respect by using 7Hl, but humility by using the verb E2|L} instead of the

normal verb Z=C}.

Advanced Notes
~8ll E2|C}

E2|C} can also be used in place of =Lt when doing and asking for favors. For a review of this, see

Episode 36. Here's an example.

H7Hoi A K.
M7 EEA K.

“I'll do it for you.”

Conclusion

Honorific speech and humble verbs can be confusing at first, because English doesn’t have a

similar concept. But these are essential to speaking Korean like a native.

Not being a native Korean means that you won't be held to the same standard as a Korean
would, and mistakes are often forgiven. However, the more Korean you are able to use, the
more you will be expected to properly use politeness levels, honorific speech, and humble

verbs.
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It will take practice to feel comfortable with these concepts. Take your time, because these

are not beginner concepts. They can only be mastered through frequent review and practice.

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 95: Causative Verbs

This lesson will cover “causative verbs” and how to use them. Don't be scared by hearing
the word “causative.” A causative verb is just a verb that causes someone else (or something

else) to do something.

In fact, this isn't a new concept. In a previous episode we already learned how to “cause”

someone to do something, using this form:
Verb Stem + #| S}C} (or THECH
To make the sentence, "I made my friend angry,” we can say either of these sentences:

M EHFE = Ao 2.
M EFE LA BEAA K.

Here, we're causing the friend to be angry. Causative verbs just give us an easier way to do
this same thing, without using that form. And causative verbs will help your Korean to

sound more natural, because their literal meaning is different — we'll talk about this.

First, here's another example using the previous grammar form.

Ne= 27t oL SRR,

“I made Chul-soo wake up.”

This sentence makes perfect sense, but the sentence sounds a bit boring and literal. There is
a more natural way that we could say this sentence in Korean... but actually there’s even a
more natural way we could say this in English too. How about instead of making him wake
up, we just “wake” him up? The sentence “I woke Chul-soo up” would have practically the
same meaning, but would sound a lot more natural in both English and Korean. This is an

example of a causative verb that we can use in Korean. Here it is:

M| <-Ct “to wake (someone) up”
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And when we use causative verbs, we don’t need any special grammar forms. They can be

used more simply. The previous sentence can be translated like this:

Mz 28 AN L.

"I woke up Chul-s00.”

This sentence is much shorter, and more natural. It's also simpler to make because we didn't

need the previous grammar form.

Now you might be wondering if you have to learn a new causative verb for every Korean
verb. Fortunately, the answer is "no.” There are only a handful of commonly used causative
verbs that you should learn right away. The rest you can learn through conversation practice

and regular exposure. I'll talk about why this is in a bit.

Here are 10 common causative verbs.

HO|Ct > “to feed” (“to make someone eat”)

This comes from L} (“to eat”).

Z0|C} > “to kill” (“to make someone die”)

This comes from Z L} (“to die”).

Tt > “to wake up” (“to make someone wake up”)

This comes from 7HC} (“to wake oneself up”).

2F5|Ct > “to seat” (“to make someone sit down”)

This comes from %Lt (“to sit down”).

22ICt > “to make (someone) cry”

This comes from 2L} (“to cry”).

S=CH S “to lower”

This comes from %L} (“to be low”).
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=O0|Ct > “to raise”
This comes from &=L} (“to be high”).

EfCt > “to give (someone) a ride”

This comes from EIC} (“to ride [a vehicle]”)

22|Ct > “to inform” (“to make someone know”)
This comes from €L} (“to know”). This is also where the verb & 2{3LCt (“to tell”) comes

from.
AlZIC} > “to force” (“to make someone do”)
This is the causative form of the regular action verb StCt (“to do”). You can use this verb

instead of StA| StCt or SHA| BHECE For example, instead of saying 2otAH = OIQ (I

made someone work.”) you can say 22 A|Zi0{ 2.

Note about Causative Verbs

If the concept of “causative verbs” confuses you, don't think of these as being causative
verbs at all. Instead, just memorize them the same way you'd memorize any verbs. For

example, just memorize = 0L} as “to kill,"” &O|C} as “to raise,” and so forth.

Now let's talk more about how to use causative verbs. Let's make the sentence “| made

Chul-soo work.” First, here is how we can say it without using causative verbs:

Nz Ea7h 2ot =0 K.

And here’'s how we can say it with a causative verb.

He 207 €2 Ao .

Notice how the sentence using a causative verb (here, A|Z|C}) also uses Of| H| instead of the

Subject Marker (O[/7}) after E==. | want to explain why this is. | should note that this might
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seem complicated, but it is interesting and worth learning in order to better understand

exactly how causative verbs work and how to use them.

Let's look at the literal meaning of each sentence. The first sentence (K& E7F L5HA
TH= A 0| R) literally means “I made it so that Chul-soo works” or “I made things so that
Chul-soo works.” It means that you are doing something (what it is isn't stated) in order to
cause the situation to be so that Chul-soo works. We use the Subject Marker (O[/7}) after
H == because he is the person who we are making do the work. This is what the | StC} or
A BH=Lt forms literally mean. More naturally translated, we would just say “I made Chul-

soo work.”

Causative verbs don't translate in that way. The second sentence (M= B0 Y2
AZ10{8) literally means "I forced the work to Chul-soo.” Here, we mark work (2) with the
Object Marker (/) because that shows what it is that we're forcing. And we mark &=
with Ol because he is the person we are forcing that work zo. You'll often see Of| | used

with causative verbs for this reason.

Here are two more examples:

M= @7t g2 YA S 8.

"I made Chul-soo eat bread.”

e M40l we sgole,

"l fed bread to Chul-soo0.”

The first sentence literally means "I made things so that Chul-soo eats bread.” The second
sentence literally means "I fed bread to Chul-soo.” This is why it can be simpler to memorize
causative verbs the same way as any other verb — because here, HO|LC} translates as “feed”
or “make someone eat.” S HRA 02 means “I fed bread” or "I made someone eat bread.”
Causatives are also easier to use because of this, so | recommend using them whenever

possible.

Advanced Notes
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AlZ|Ct can also be used in one more way — when ordering food (and only food). You can translate A|7|C} as “to
order” when you're ordering food for delivery. In this way, it can be used in the same way as F2(&) SICt (“to
order”).
Recognizing Causative Verbs
Memorize the sounds O|3|2| 7|23 for easily recognizing causative verbs. These are the 7 sounds that you will
find in causative verbs. For example, HO|Ct, &8|Ct 22|Ch 27|CF EfLLCF and Z3ECE Of these 7, 7 is rarely
used.
Ol Al and Of
When what you are causing to do is not a person, but an object. use 0| instead of Oj|A|.
More Causative Verbs
Here are a few more useful and common causative verbs:

M<EF > “to put someone to sleep.” This comes from XL} (“to sleep”).

27|tk > "to make someone laugh.” This comes from 2Lt (“to laugh”). This is also used simply to mean “to be

hilarious” or “to be laughably funny.” A funny joke can be < 7|Ct.

YS|CF > “to dress.” This comes from Lt (“to wear”). You can use this whenever you're dressing someone, or

something (such as putting clothes on a doll).

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 96: Passive Verbs

In order to learn about passive verbs, we first have to talk about two important topics —

passive voice and active voice.
Passive Voice & Active Voice

First, if a sentence is in "passive voice” then it's not in "active voice,” and if a sentence is in

"active voice” then it's not in “passive voice.”
Here is an example of a sentence that is in active voice.
The lion ate the rabbit.
And here is the same sentence written in passive voice.
The rabbit was eaten by the lion.

Active voice is much more commonly used than passive voice, but both are important to

know.
Active Voice

When a sentence is in active voice, the subject of that sentence is the person (or thing) that

is doing something. Or, the subject is what you are directly describing.

In the sentence “The lion ate the rabbit,” the lion is the subject. Here, the subject (the lion)

is doing something. The lion eats the rabbit.

Passive Voice

When a sentence is in passive voice, the subject of that sentence is not the person (or thing)

that is doing something. Instead, the subject is being affected by an action.
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In the sentence “"The rabbit was eaten by the lion,” the subject isn't the lion. The subject is

the rabbit. The rabbit is being affected by the action of being eaten.

In addition, in the passive version there is no need to say who or what does the action. In
our example passive sentence, we don't actually need to say “by the lion.” Just the sentence
"The rabbit was eaten” already uses the passive voice. Because of this, the passive voice can
sometimes sound vague (“Who or what ate that rabbit?”), or sound like someone is

speaking backwards.

Most sentences in English and Korean will be in active voice. Active voice is the most

common and clear way of speaking — and it's the most direct.

How to Use the Passive Voice

To change an active sentence in Korean to the passive voice, you only need to change the

active verb for a passive verb.

For example, instead of L} (“to eat”), we can use the passive verb “to be eaten” (H3|CH.

Here is how that would look:

AR E7|E MU0 L.
"The lion ate the rabbit.”

ENNZE (ALRHOA) BHE o R,
“The rabbit was eaten (by the lion).”

To specify who the subject is being affected by, use the particle oAl (or O] for inanimate
objects).

Although there are a lot of passive verbs in Korean, you can get a lot of mileage out of

learning only a few of the most common ones. Here is one of the most commonly used

passive verbs.
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E|Ct
to be okay,

n u n u

“to become, to function”

Since you're learning about passive verbs, you've most likely seen E|Ct used before many
times. This verb is the passive form of the regular active verb StCt (“to do”).

If an action verb uses SICt and the SICH can be separated (for example, &5 (&) StCt is
okay, while ZO0}SILH is not because SHEF can't be separated, and I|=StCt is not because
it's a descriptive verb), simply change the SICt into E|Ct to make it a passive verb. Here's an
example:

Z=H|(E) SICt > “to prepare”

Z=H|(7h =Tt > "to be prepared”

Ct =H|RO K.
‘| prepared it all.”

Ch E=HHA 2.

“It was all prepared.”

PN
AL
Xk
AL

A
A

2) StCt > “to start”

| 2
|ZH(O]) E|CF > “to be started”

TE2 8 A0 AIROR.

"Class started at 8 o'clock.”

TE2 8 A0 AIRHIO R,

"Class was started at 8 o'clock.”

0|38l(Z) 3ICt > “"to understand”
0|38l(7hH E|Ct > “"to be understood”
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=X E Olsi Mo R?

"Did you understand the homework?”

=Xt Ol5i =01 _?

"Was the homework understood?”

FE(2) SICt > "to order”
Py |
T =

(0]) E|C} > "to be ordered”

M7t =28 40| EA0 K.

“The food that | ordered arrived.”

F28 40| ZH 0L,

“The food that was ordered arrived.”

Unique Passive Verbs

Page 4 of 10

Not every action verb ends with S}C}, but Korean has some unique passive verbs that can

be used in place of regular action verbs.
HS|CH > “to be eaten.” This comes from S} (“to eat”).

M= K= HAN K.

= T1A

"l ate the cheese.”

HOl|A X=7F HRoR.

1 AN

“The cheese was eaten by me.”

MO|CH 5 "to be written,” “to be used.” This comes from 2L} (“to write,” “to use”).

R7 AT M o

"a book that | use often”
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ApE Mol

“a book that is used often”
HHCH - “to be changed.” This comes from HHELC} (“to change”).

H 842 HEA R,

“I changed my personality.”

M 840 BHRAOI K.

"My personality was changed.”

Ho|c}

HO|C} means “to be seen.” It comes from 2L} (“to see”). And EO|L} is used to mean that
someone is able to see something. So a better translation is “to be visible.” Here's an

example.

H0 d=0| 2t HO Q.
“Chul-so0's face is not seen.”
“Chul-so0's face is not visible.”

"l can’t see Chul-soo's face.”

An even more natural way to translate =2 O|C} is using active voice in English — “to be able

to see.” Here's another example:

7|0 20|= &olo .
“It's the house that is seen over there.”
“It's the house that is visible over there.”

“It's the house that you can see over there.”
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=o|Ct

=L2|Ct means “to be heard.” It comes from =L} (“to hear”). And =2|LCt is used to mean
that someone is able to hear something. So a better translation is “to be audible.” Here's an

example.

Hpo 54271 o 588,
“Chul-so0's voice is not heard.”
“Chul-so0's voice is not audible.”

"l can’t hear Chul-soo’s voice.”

An even more natural way to translate =2|C} is using active voice in English — “to be able

to hear.” Here's another example:

Sl =il
“Is it heard well?”
“Is it audible well?”

“Can you hear it well?”

Notes on HO|C} and &2|C}

Since EO|C} and =2|Ct are used when talking about things that you can or can't see and
hear, you might wonder if it's okay to instead just use these verbs:

A
= T ULk

“can see...”

mjn
mjo

% ot

“can hear..."
It's okay to use these forms instead, but know that these are active voice and are not

passive voice. Although 20O|C} and S2|Ct are passive verbs, they are both more commonly

used than their active forms. Here’'s an example of each form:
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a0l 2Bg E 4
o

Haof H=0f QF

=
"l can’t see Chul-soo’s face and | can’t hear his voice.”

2Lt

nm u

“to get,” “to receive”

Some active verbs can become passive verbs using 2fC} (“to get,” “to receive”).

7#%(%)

(2) AlIZICt > "to move (emotionally),

A E) SICF > “to love”
AH2HE) 2} S “to be loved”

Z4(2) SICt > "to respect”

Z4 () Bt > "to be respected”

HZ|Ct 5 “to throw away”

H2l(2) &Lt > "to be thrown away”

nou

to touch (emotionally)”

I > “to be moved (emotionally),” “to be touched (emotionally)”

Action Verb Stem + O}/0{/etc. + X|C}

For many other verbs, you can use this form to change active voice into passive voice.

Take a verb stem and conjugate it as if you were conjugating the 8 form. Instead of &,

attach X|Ct. Then conjugate this however you'd like. Here are some examples:

ZLCt > "to give”

FO{X[Ct > "to be given”
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O
O

LS CH > “to make”
S O] X|CF 5 “to be made”

LHR2 BHSOIT MAS MolR,

1O =2 A

"I bought a desk made of wood.”

™MSICH > "to decide (something),” “to set (something)”
i X|Ct > “to be decided,” “to be set”

ol T Emof THStole.
"We met on the decided date.”
ALCH > "to build”

X|O{X|IC} > “to be built”

1 Hof e X[o o8,
“That house was built quickly.”

THE} > "to break (something),” “to smash (something)”

TN X|ICH > “to be broken,” “to be smashed.” This is more commonly shortened to 7§ X|C}.

4Ol ZO{MA Ao R.
“The cup fell and broke.”

When to Use Passive Voice

What if you wanted to make the sentence, “I want to buy a book written in Korean,” but

didn't know passive voice? You might first try to make this sentence:

1=

N SEUE £ M2 oD Hoje,

“I want to buy a book (that someone wrote) in Korean.”
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This sentence makes sense, but is not passive. In our English example, we didn't need to
specify who wrote the sentence. Instead of using £ (“someone wrote”) we can use 22l

("written”) and avoid saying who wrote the book.

Whenever you are using an action verb (not a descriptive verb) to describe something, and
you want that meaning to be passive, | recommend using a passive verb. This is the one

situation where you will commonly hear passive verbs used in Korean.

Passive voice is perfect for saying that something happens to someone (or something)

without having to say who (or what) caused it to happen.

Final Notes

Passive voice and passive verbs take time to master. Feel free to speak using only active
voice until you feel more comfortable using passive voice. Koreans themselves don't use
passive verbs too often, and you won't be corrected for speaking in active voice instead of
passive voice. Active voice is still a correct way of speaking, and passive voice is simply

another tool.

It's not necessary to learn every passive verb. Just learn a few of the most common ones
right away, and the basic rules for how to use them. Through listening and speaking
practice you'll be able to master them. In fact, you'll even start recognizing passive verbs

that you've never heard before, simply by listening to how the verbs are being used.

Feel free to come back to review passive verbs again in the near future.
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Advanced Notes
“By:" Noun + Of 2|5 (A])

In addition to 0| (and Of for inanimate objects), you can also specify “by” with this form. This is less common
when speaking, but is used in writing.

HS0[7F AtXtof| oM S0,

“The monkey was eaten by the lion.”
More Passive Verbs
Here are just a few more commonly used passive verbs:

&0|Ct > "to be stacked,” “to be piled (up).” This comes from &L} (“to stack,” “to pile (up)”).
E7IC}t > “to be locked.” This comes from &L} (“to lock”).

21 X|Ct > “to disappear.” This comes from ALt (“to not exist”).

ZAX|Ct > “to be turned on.” This comes from Z{C} (“to turn on”).

THX|C} > “to be turned off.” This comes from I1C} (“to turn off").

Z2|C} > “to be opened.” This comes from Lt (“to open”).

EFSICE > “to be closed.” This comes from L} (“to close”).

LUE|Ct > “to be pushed.” This comes from L} (“to push”).

ZAX|CE > “to be pulled.” This comes from ZZ|C} (“to pull”).

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

— 2% ckZell E ¥
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Learn Korean Ep. 97: Korean Numbers Part 1 (Sino-Korean)

The first thing to know about Korean numbers is that there are actually two separate
number systems. For example, to count “1, 2, 3" you can either say ", O|, &" or "&}L}, &,
A" This lesson will cover the first of these two systems, which is called the Sino-Korean
number system. Sino means that it's from Chinese, and these numbers originally came from
Chinese characters (—, =, =, etc.). The second system we'll talk about in the next episode,

and those are Pure Korean numbers.

Fortunately learning two separate number systems isn't as complicated as it might sound. In
some ways learning two systems is simpler than learning only one. So let's learn the first 10

numbers in the Sino-Korean number system.

1-10

1> ¢
2> 0
3>
4 > A}
552
6> =
7> %
8>
9> ¢
10 > &

Here's the easy part. Once you know these 10 numbers, you can use them create any number up to
99. To do this, it only takes simple math. For example, to make the number 11, simply break apart
the two digits — 10 and 1.

The first digit is in the tens place, and is just 10, so we can say . The second digit is just 1, so we
can say &. & and & makes & ¥, and now we have 11.

Let's make 59. The first digit in the tens place is 50. To make 50 we need a 5 and a 10, so 2 and &.

R4l is 50. Then the next digit is just a 9, 7. So we put them together and get @& 7.
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Advanced Notes: In addition to these, the number for 0 in the Sino-Korean number system is &.
You'll only need to use & when the number itself is simply 0, and not when a 0 appears somewhere

in a number.

So let's review before we go further. Here are the numbers for 11 to 19.

11 -19

11 > e
Note that 11 is just & ¥, not Y& Y (one ten one). If the number is the same as the digit that it
represents (here 10 is in the 10s place), then you don't have to say 1 before it. This will be important

to know later as well for larger numbers.

12 > 40|
13 >4y
14 > A+
15 > Ae
16 > A

16 is pronounced “&=" (not A|&). This is due to sound change rules, and the fact that these
numbers come from Chinese.

Advanced Notes: The in-depth reason is because % is originally from a Chinese character that is pronounced in
Korean as & when not at the start of a word, so the & at the bottom of &/ and = at the from of & change to
become O +L. You can review sound change rules in my “Learn Hangul” series.

17 > 43

=]
18 > HEZ

18 can sound similar to a common Korean swear word, so be careful when pronouncing it. Make sure
to say 8 as = (using I as it's spelled) and not incorrectly as &.

19 >H7
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Practice #1

Practice reading these numbers on your own first. The answers are at the bottom.

29
35
42
51
66
77
84
99

Answers: O| A1, &A@, AFMO|, @4 S4F AME ZHMAL M
|

Note that &= in 66 is also pronounced as &5, even when another number comes in front

of it such as in this example.

Over 100

To go further we'll need to know the number for the 100s place. We can't just say &4 to make “10

10" equal 100. The number for 100 is 9.

HJQ

B as we learned before). To say 110 you can say 24 (100

(100 + 10 + 1).

So to say 100, you can just say 2 (not

ne

+ 10), and to say 111 you can say 94

Practice #2

Practice reading these numbers on your own first. The answers are at the bottom.

120
241
350
404
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590
600
777
819
963

Answers: 0|4, O[S AP &, AHHQ 4|, APHIAL QUATY|, Sl MSMANY, Tefy] RHSYA
Note that 404 is just AtE#AL Any time there’s no digit in a place (such as here with no digit in the

10s place), we can just ignore it.

Over 1,000

The counter for 1,000 is . For example, 1,234 is 0|84 AF A AL

Now, using & for 10, 2 for 100, and H for 1,000, we can count all the way to 9,999.

After 9,999 we can use the counter 2t (10,000). For example, 10,400 is ZHA}EH,

Practice #3

Practice reading these numbers on your own first. The answers are at the bottom.

1010
2300
5802
8687
12050
15000
20000
33100
54321
99999
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Answers: 4! O| M AHEH @ MItEHO| LM FEZIMA OtO|M 4] THQR M, O|Th AFDFARK EH

QUAHAHO|Y Y, PUTH

To 100,000 and Beyond

In Korean there’'s no counter for a hundred thousand. Instead, 2t becomes &2t (10 10 thousand).
This continues. A million is Bi2F (100 10 thousand) and ten million is &2 (1,000 10 thousand). This is

quite different from how numbers in English work.

You don't need to master Korean numbers overnight. In fact, practice with small numbers just to get
the hang of it. Through practicing Aow the number system works, you'll be better able to create
larger numbers. Practicing with larger numbers is just unnecessary and demotivating. Regardless, here

are some larger numbers to look at for reference.

100,000 > Aot
200,230 > O| A HO| = AR
410,000 > AR at

=
Note that 410,000 must be At T and not just At B because that would be 400 thousand (40 *

10,000).

401,000 > AR OHA
1,000,000 > s4ot
3,000,050 > fHEEe M
10,000,000 > H=ot
90,800,000 > FXITAGH

100,000,000 and More

Currently using &, 2, M, and Tt we can go up to 99,999,999. In order to go higher the next digit is
®, which is 100,000,000 (a hundred million). & works just like 2t, becoming &< (a billion), < (10

billion), and E < (100 billion).
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Of course there are digits even higher than < (such as = for a trillion), but those won't be necessary
for any sort of regular conversation (unless you're studying to become a financial analyst for a giant

company, in which case you know where the Donate button on my web site is).

When to Use Sino-Korean Numbers

This system is used in many situations, the most common being counting money. Specifically, Sino-
Korean numbers are used when counting Korean Won (&). At the time of this lesson, 1 US dollar is

worth approximately 1,000 &, but it fluctuates daily.
To count currency in Won, simply put the amount before & using Sino-Korean numbers.

So to say a thousand & (approximately $1), just say M&l. To say ten thousand & (approximately $10),

just say 2H.

Typical Korean yearly salaries will be expressed using increments of M2t (10s of thousands of

dollars — 10,000,000 ). Higher paying jobs will be expressed using - (100,000,000 & or higher).

Conclusion

You don't need to master these numbers overnight. Take the time to practice them, and
focus on smaller numbers when learning how the number system works. After time and with
practice you'll slowly get faster at both understanding and saying these numbers for

yourself.

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

5 o =

8+ NI
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Learn Korean Ep. 98: Korean Numbers Part 2 (Pure Korean)

In the last episode we learned about Sino-Korean numbers and how to use that system
when counting &. However, the Sino-Korean number system can't be used to count
everything. There are some things that the Sino-Korean system will be used for when
counting (such as & as we learned) and other things that the Pure Korean number system

will need to be used for.

For example, to count 500 Won we can just say 28 &l But to count 5 people or 5 monkeys
we can't simply say "QAIE" or "R A& 0]." In fact, saying "2 &=0|” would just mean “Oh,
monkey!” To count a larger variety of things, we'll need to also learn the Pure Korean

number system.

The next lesson will cover in more detail how to count using these two systems, so for now

let's first go over the Pure Korean number system.

1-10

chA

ol A

ol
=-d

N2 2 2 2B 2R 2

© N o U A W N
v

> o &

Note that 6 is just pronounced as “0{ &" due to sound change rules.
9 > Otz

10 >4

To make 11, it works just like in the Sino-Korean number system. We can look at the 10s digit and

see that it's just 10, so we can first say &. Then the next digit also has a 1, which is StLt. & StLt is

11. We can continue this to 19.

GO! Billy Korean



11 > g
12 > =
13 > ¢
14 >4
15 > ¢
16 > ¢
17 > g
18 > g
19 > g

StLf

éﬂ
A
ChA
o4

ol
=a=]

ol &
otz

=

Page 2 of 4

After 19 is where Pure Korean numbers differ from Sino-Korean numbers. In Sino-Korean numbers,

we could continue until 99 using the same 10 numbers, but in Pure Korean numbers each multiple of

10 has its own number. So each time we enter a new multiple of 10 (20, 30, 40, etc.) we'll need to

switch to that number instead. There is a similar concept in English (ten, twenty, thirty, etc.).

To say 21, first say 20 (A2), then 1 (StL}). So 2 & B}t is 21. Here are the rest of the numbers we'll

need to learn.

Wait. Before you memorize these, just take a moment to look them over.

10 > g

20 > A8
30 > ME
40 L=
50 >

60 > 0z
70 =
80 > Ol&
90 > ot
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This might seem like a lot of extra work, but fortunately (here’s the cool part) we don't really need 60
to 90 most of the time. And, you can probably get away with ignoring 50 too. Usually once a number
gets above 40 or 50, Koreans will just switch back to using the Sino-Korean number system — no
matter what they were counting. Basically, Pure Korean numbers are mainly only used from 1 up to

49 or 59.

To make things even simpler, once a number gets above 99, Koreans will on/y use Sino-Korean
numbers. This means that once you've learned the first 10 numbers, and the digits for 20, 30, 40, and

maybe 50, you've learned all of the Pure Korean number system (for a total of 13 or 14 words).
However I've included all of the digits anyway for reference, so that you can be aware of them. Older
Koreans will typically still use digits in Pure Korean above 50, but it depends on the person. Still,

above 99 everyone switches to Sino-Korean numbers.

Advanced Notes: There technically are numbers in the Pure Korean system for a hundred

(£2), a thousand (Z=£), and higher. However, these larger numbers are all archaic and have

not been used in a very long time. Most Koreans will not even be aware of these numbers.

Practice

Practice reading these Pure Korean numbers on your own. The answers are at the bottom.

15
23
35
38
41

Answers: & CtA, AF Ml ME O, ME o E, OF= StLt
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Conclusion

A good way to practice Korean numbers (both systems) is by walking around or climbing up
steps. Each time you take a step, count one number higher out loud. The more you practice,
the better you'll get at reciting and recognizing Korean numbers. As an added bonus, you

also won't have to worry about skipping leg day.

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 99: Korean Counters

The last two episodes covered Sino-Korean and Pure Korean numbers. Make sure you're

familiar with both of those systems before starting this episode.

As | mentioned when talking about Sino-Korean numbers, we can't simply count things by
randomly putting a number in front of the thing we want to count. For example, we can't
count 5 people by saying "2 A" In order to count things, we'll need to use things called
counters in Korean. Depending what we're counting (people, animals, cups, or pizza) we'll

need to use a different counter.

Won

Sino-Korean + ¥

We already covered how to count Won using Sino-Korean numbers (for example, 50 Won is

just 242y,
Counting different things will require using either Sino-Korean or Pure Korean numbers.

But before we jump in, let me clarify something. Every single noun in Korean won't have its
own unique counter. If you know the counter for counting animals, you can use that for
counting sheep or cows or monkeys. There is no separate monkey counter (not yet, at least).
Also, there aren't that many counters you'll need to memorize for most conversation — just a

few dozen or so.

Let's cover a few of the most common counters.

People

Pure Korean + ¥

To count people, use the Pure Korean number system and attach &. Note that & isn't used
by itself to mean “person,” it's only used together with Pure Korean numbers when counting.

Also, using Sino-Korean numbers with & might be understandable in some cases (everyone
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makes mistakes), but would sound strange and incorrect. Make sure to learn which number
system is used with each counter as you memorize them, to make sure you'll always be

understood.

So to say 1 person we'd use the Pure Korean number for 1 (StL}) and combine it with this
counter B and get ot ¥ - record scratch — But we learned that 1 is StLt, so let's talk about

what's happening here.

When the Pure Korean number 1 (StLt) is combined with a counter it changes to 2t So 1
person is ot & and not "StLE F." In fact, the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, and 20 also change when

they're used directly before a counter. Take a look.

1 St > B
2 = >F
3 A > A
4 94 >
20 2= > 2%

These changes aren't too severe (even if you forget these and pronounce them wrong, it
won't sound terribly wrong), but they're still important to know. This change is for both

pronunciation and when writing the numbers.
Also, note that this is on/y when these numbers come directly before a counter. For example,

20 people is 28 &, but 21 people is 2& ot ¥ (not 2F ot because 2= isn't directly in

front of the counter &).
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Practice
Before we go further, practice translating these examples. The answers are at the bottom.
1 person
3 people
6 people

10 people

Answers: oF &, Al &, 4K &, 2 B

Counting Above 40 or 50
As we learned in the previous lesson, Koreans will usually switch to Sino-Korean numbers (if they
weren't already using Sino-Korean numbers) once the number reaches 40 or 50. Also, Koreans will

always switch to Sino-Korean numbers for anything above 99.

So to say 50 people, you could either say 243, or #1 & if you'd like. And to say 100 people, it's

just 2 F,
Let's learn some more common counters.

Animals

Pure Korean + O}2]

Counting animals also uses the Pure Korean number system. This includes all types of animals.
To say 3 cows, it would be 2~ A| Of2[. Note that the animal you're counting comes first, if it's not

already clear that's what you're counting. For example, if someone asks “How many cows are there?”

then the appropriate reply would simply be Al OF2| (3 cows). If someone instead asks “What are
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those animals and how many are there?” then the appropriate reply would include 2 A OF2| to

clarify.

And the same applies when counting people. It's not necessary to specify that you're counting people
when using &, since ¥ is always only used for counting people. Saying Ab& CH4 & would be
unnecessarily repetitive, unless it wasn't clear that you were talking about a specific type of person —

for example, 2t= AFEF CHA B (5 Korean people). Most of the time you won't need to specify.

Whenever it's already clear what you're counting, there's no need to specify — whether you're

counting people, animals, or general things.

General Things

Pure Korean + 7}

You can use this counter when counting general things that either don't have their own separate

counter, or when counting things that you don’t know their counter.

To say 5 chairs, you can say (2|A}) CHA 7. Remember that saying 2|At is necessary whenever it's not
clear what you're counting. If someone asks “What's in that room?” then the appropriate reply might
include S|Xt CtA 7 (5 chairs), but if someone asks “How many chairs are there?” then the

appropriate reply would just use CH& 7i.

Here are a few examples of this counter.

3 hats > 22X M 7Y
2 pencils > dE F
5 computers > ZAFE CHA 74
1 window > &2 ot
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Age

Pure Korean + &

You can count someone’s age (such as saying your own age) with the counter &
For example, if you're 31 years old you can say X ME ot #0[0|2 (“I'm 31 years old.")
Here are some examples.

5 years old > Chd &
3yearsold > M &
15yearsold > @ CtA &

21 yearsold > A= o4&

Measurements

Sino-Korean

Many counters used for measuring things will use Sino-Korean numbers (but not all). A few common

examples are meters (O|E]), liters (2|E{), and degrees (k). Here are a few examples.

5 meters > 2 0H
8 liters > % 2|y
20 degrees >0ld &

Note that Korea uses Celsius (not Fahrenheit). In Celsius, water freezes at 0 degrees and boils at 100
degrees. Temperatures during the winter in Korea will often fall below 0, and during the summer
reach the high 30s (which feels like a sauna when combined with the humidity). If you can, |
recommend visiting Korea during the spring or fall because you'll more easily be able to enjoy

traveling outside.

GO! Billy Korean



Page 6 of 8

Flat ltems

Pure-Korean + &t

"Flat items” includes sheets of paper, as well as (interestingly) T-shirts. Here are a few

examples.

P
o
rot
0zt

1 sheet of paper
5 sheets of paper

20 sheets of paper
1,000 shirts

N N 2N
o oM ¢
el
i

o
[>

o 40 »x
ox ox

i
%
ra

Books

Pure-Korean + ¥

Books are counted with ®. Here are some examples.

1 book > Mok 3
5 books > M OM A
24 books S>MAS A

Advanced Notes

Counting one:

When counting 1 of any item, StLt will also often be used instead ©F 7. Both StLt and ©F 7 are acceptable.

Age above 40:

Usually when counting age (&) above 40 or 50, it's more common to switch to a different counter — All. The
counter Al is a bit more formal, and is used with Sino-Korean numbers. For example, to say a person is 50 years
old, you can say 24! Al. In addition, asking an older person their age is done with a completely different phrase.
Instead of asking LIO|7} {8 A B 272 you can ask HM 7t O{E A Z|M 27 The meanings are the same, but & Al

is a more polite way to say LI0| (a person's age in years).
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How many:

= (normally meaning "how many”) can also be used as a number before any counter. When used this way, it
means “a few.” For example, & HO| 2t0{Q (“A few people came.”). When used in a question, it simply retains its

original use as "how many.” For example, & 0| 2t0{Q7 ("How many people came?”).

Here are a few more common and useful counters.

Clothing: Pure Korean + &

Counting sets of clothing, such as suits, can be done with &.

(¥ o ¥ > 1 suit

Words: Pure Korean + OFC|

Individual words can be counted with OfC].

(&) ot OtE| = 1 word

Bottles: Pure Korean + &
(W)

[o:]
=
(=) M ¥ - 3 bottles of water

12

£ B > 12 bottles of beer

Mo

Long, thin items: Pure Korean + X%
() M XtZ > 3 pencils

(#) o X F > 1 knife

Pairs of socks or shoes: Pure Korean + Z&|

(&) & Z > 2 pairs of socks

(Algh st Zgl > 1 pair of shoes

Pizza: Pure Korean + It

("Xh A2 Ml B > 23 pizzas

Plates: Pure Korean + HA|

(B2 of5 EAl > 8 plates of fried rice

Cups: Pure Korean +

=

(2) 28 > 1 cup of water
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Trees: Pure Korean + &

(L) 3 32 > 1 tree

Appliances and Cars: Pure Korean + Cf
(AtSAh) F o > 2 cars

(AFE) € 4l tf > 14 computers

Pieces: Pure Korean + =2t

(4 st =2t - 1 piece of bread

(IR Hl =2 > 4 pieces of pizza

Times: Pure Korean + t

gt > once, one time
S H S twice, two times
g > ten times

BB > 100 times

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 100: St11 QIC} vs. 8l QLI (Verb States)

Before starting this lesson, first make sure that you're comfortable with both the Progressive
Tense and Passive speech. There are video lessons on both of these topics on my channel

and web site (as well as free PDFs) so check those out first.

For a quick review, the Progressive Tense is used to say that something is currently

happening or that you're currently doing something. Here's an example.

Xz otal lojg.

“I'm doing it now.”

Passive speech is used whenever the subject of a sentence is also the object of an action.

For example, in a regular (active) sentence we might say this:

BES0l= AHALE HRlofg.

“The monkey ate the lion.”

The same sentence made into passive voice might be this:

AREZE S O[O A HRHO K.

“The lion was eaten by the monkey.”

That's a seriously dangerous monkey, but back to the lesson. We can combine both the

Passive Tense and Passive voice together. Take this sentence for example:

Let's re-write this sentence using the Progressive Tense.

Me 22 B2 AU,

“I was closing the door.”

GO! Billy Korean



Page 2 of 5

Now let's re-write that sentence by changing it to passive voice. So the verb L} (“to close”)

will become E3|C} (“to be closed”).

=0 R,

“The door was closed.”

If any of this is confusing so far, re-watch the episodes on Progressive Tense and/or Passive

voice on my channel which cover these concepts in detail.

So what if we wanted to say something a bit different: “The door /s currently closed.” As in,
the door was closed (perhaps someone closed it), and it's still in the state of being closed.

To do that, we'll need a new form.

Action Verb Stem + 0{/O}/etc. Q!C}

To use it, take the verb stem of an action verb and conjugate it as if you were conjugating the 8

form. Then attach the verb AL} (“to exist”) and conjugate that.

We can use this form to say that something is in the state of having done something (or having
something done to it). For example, we can use this form with our previous example to say that the
door was closed, and that it's st/ in the state of being closed. More naturally, we would say “The

door is (still) closed.”

For our example, we can take E3|LC} (“to be closed” or “to get closed”) and conjugate it to &5 ULt
("to be closed” or “to be in the state of having been closed”). Now instead of saying that the door is
currently in the process of being closed, or that the door was closed, we can say that the door is

closed.
This form can therefore be used to show that something is still in the state of having done some

verb — and that verb can be either active or passive. It might sound like this form will rarely be used,

but it's actually quite common. Here's another example.
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Take the verb S} (“to sit down”). We can change it to the Progressive Tense by making it 211 QUCt
("to be in the process of sitting down"). If you use 211 ULt when talking about someone, it means
that person hasn't yet sat down but is in currently leaning backward and moving toward the chair. |
can't think of any real situation where you'd need to use %11 RUC} unless you're describing a sloth
taking a seat. Usually sitting down is a very quick process, so a person is either already sitting down

or standing.

If we want to say that someone has already sat down (meaning that they're in the state of having sat
down, and are still like that), then you can use this form: 20} UL} This means “to be sitting down,”

as in “someone has sat down, and is still in the state of having sat down. Here's an example.

H7H X710 gtor o,

“Chul-soo is sitting over there.”
Contrast this sentence with the Progressive Tense: E==7} X{7]0f 2t11 LO{ L. This sentence would
mean something like “Chul-soo is in the process of sitting down, but hasn’t yet sat down. | have no

idea why he's taking so long to sit down.”

Here are a few more common examples of this form.

ge|Ct - “"to open”
g ALt - “"to be open”
20| g3 A0,
“The window was open.”
1= > "to live"
20F ALE - "to be alive”

2|7t Ot % #0F QLof Ee| F0!

“The bug is still alive! Hurry and kill it!"
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M C} - "to stand"”
M ACH > "to be standing”
"ot MY Yol A glole.
“Chul-soo is standing next to Mr. Kim."
IO K| T > "to break”

THO{A UCH > “to be broken”

FEI7F O™ AX| gFote. MOfX|X| AN L.
“The glass isn't broken. It didn’t break.”

The above sentence uses both the new form and the regular past tense to show how they're different.

It also shows how you can make this form negative, by changing ACt into RAX| %Lt and conjugating
it.

AZO| [Tt - “"to become connected”

AZ0| &|0f ALt - “"to be connected.”

Mol A2 oK.

“The wires are connected.”

Advanced Notes:
AL} and AAICE
When using honorific speech, you can switch RACF with AIAICE You can review honorific speech on my channel

or web site (Learn Korean #93 and #94). Here's an example:

HEHHM X710l Stor AMIL.

“The teacher is sitting over there.”

Two more examples:

=Lt > "to lie down”
=9 ALt - "to be lying down”
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Ha7t 200 9/ Aoia.

“Chul-soo is lying on the sofa.”

1= > "to die”

=0] ACt > "to be dead”

AS07L 50 AN K.

“The monkey is dead.”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

JE—
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Learn Korean Ep. 101: More Than & Less Than

This lesson will cover a few useful adverbs that you can use to mean “more than” or “less

than.” Let's jump right in!

E - “more”

Here's a useful adverb — & ("more”). This adverb can be attached directly before a verb.

Let's take a look at two examples.

OFME O B #0f8.

| want to eat more vegetables.

E FMa.

Please give me more.
You can also use adverbs before other descriptive verbs (or adjectives). Here's an example:

oAr7E o A K.

Pizza is more delicious.

2 - “less”

The opposite of & is &, which means “less.” And you can use & in the same way as O, right before

an action verb or descriptive verb. Here are a few examples of &.

HNe +XE 2 ot g.

| like Suzy /ess.

X7t 2 ofi .

Suzy is less pretty.
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MAIZE2E O OfftH 2.

“Jessica is prettier.”

Literally this sentence above means Jessica is more pretty, but you can translate it more naturally as

“Jessica is prettier.”

Therefore T can also be used to add the meaning of “~er” to any descriptive verb. Here are a few

examples:

Z 10|23 means a big cake, and B 2 #|0|= means a bigger cake.

e 2 comes from AL} (“to be big").

= X} means a fast car, and & W2 X} means a faster car.

e HE comes from HFEL} (“to be fast”).

And

OF

2 % means a good house, and E| &2 & means a better house.

e Z2 comes from ELt ("to be good”).

Making Comparisons

But that's not all, we can also use & and & to make comparisons between two people or things. For
example, we can not only say that Jessica is prettier, but we can also use O to say that Jessica is

prettier than Suzy. Here's an example:

MAIZE7F =X 20t & Ol .

Jessica is prettier than Suzy.
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Noun + HLC} ()
This is the form we'll need to make comparisons between two people or things.

Take a noun that you want to compare someone or something else to, and attach £.C}. Then
optionally you can attach O if you want. If you choose not to attach O, by defaul/t this grammar
form will still mean “more than.” But if you wanted to say that something is /ess than something else,

then you have to include &. Here are a few examples:

Of =M|I7F O sHELHE o2,

This homework is more difficult than that homework.

Remember that when you're saying something is more than something else, the O is optional, but

I've added it here to make the sentence more clear.

=0] AfO|CHEL} & AN K.

Water is more delicious than soda.

You can also translate this sentence more naturally as just “Water tastes better than soda,” since Bt(Ol)

ALt (“to be delicious”) can also translate naturally as just “to taste good” or “to have a good flavor.”

X D77} ADT|HCH E HMNS.

Pork is less expensive than beef.

Ha7F GolEL 7171 H AH].

Chul-soo is taller than Yeong-hee.
Since 7|(7h) ALt means “to be tall,” | added 5 here directly /n front of the descriptive verb 3L} (“to

be big"). The word 7| literally means “stature” or "height.” Remember to use &l or & directly before

the action verb or descriptive verb.
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Advanced Notes:
A3 O: You can also use Z& (“a little”) in combination with & (“‘more”) or & (“less”) to mean “a little more” or

“a little less.” Here's an example:

BAE =8 H FML.

“Please give me a little more kimchi.”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

———

2, ThSoll E gk
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Learn Korean Ep. 102: Since doing (/- X| E|C})

This lesson will cover how to say “since doing.” For example, we'll learn how to say “It's

been three years since | began studying Korean.”

Action Verb Stem + 2/L X|

To use this form, take an action verb stem and attach & X| if it ends in a consonant or
attach L X| if it ends in a vowe/ (note the spacing). Verb stems ending in 2 will remove

that letter first. Here are a few examples.

Sict > ¢
%ct > e X
AfTES> A X

Action Verb Stem + 2/ X| [Time] + (Ol/7}) EIC}

After completing the previous step, here’s the full form we’ll need to know. To say how
much time has passed since you did the action, first say the time (such as a week, or a year,
etc.). Next, you can optionally add the Subject Marker (O|/7}), and finally conjugate E|C} to

the past tense (e.g. S0 2). Let's look at a few examples.

27} 2HeE X 9 HO| o K.
“It's been nine years since we met.”

More naturally - “We met nine years ago.”

=0 SFOH7| ARt X| 3 HO[ H0R.
“It's been three years since | began studying Korean.”

More naturally > “I've been studying Korean for three years.”
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ot 0 = X[ 10 70| & A Z0otQ.
“l think it's been ten months since | came to Korea.”

More naturally = “I think I've been in Korea for ten months.”

O 7|0 A &F X 22 o ?

“Has it been a long time since you lived here?”

More naturally > “Have you been living here for a long time?”

The adverb 22 means “a long time,” and you can use it with Z|C} to say that a lot of time

(or a long time) has passed.

Ol 2ol 2t X] 2 20| o Q.

“It's been two weeks since | went to the art museum.”

For more detail, the word X[ in this grammar form actually means “the time from when you
did something (or something happened) unti/ right now." The above sentence could also
therefore mean, "The time from when | went to the art museum until now has been (literally,

Ol 2 means ‘became’) two weeks.”

o g2tE & X 10| M,
“It's been 1 year since | watched this movie.”
More naturally = “I haven't seen this movie in 1 year.”

More literally > “The time since | saw the movie until now is 1 year.”

1 AR H2te O 3 X[ 10 H0| $HOj2.
“It's been 10 years since | haven't contacted with that friend.”
More naturally = “I haven't contacted that friend in 10 years.”
More literally = "The time since | didn't contact (no /onger contacted) with that friend has

been 10 years.”
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Azot K| LoLt Hoje?

"How long has it been since you got married?”

More naturally = "How long have you been married?”

More literally = “"How long is the time period since you got married until now?”
The adverb Z0OtL} means "how long,” and can be used with this form when asking

questions.

o 7|0 M &t X| 3H0| Hoja.
“It's been three years since | worked here.”
More naturally = “I've been working here for three years.”

More literally = "The time that's passed since | worked here until now is three years.”

=3 ¢t X+ 2 874 o,
“It's been over two months since I've swam.”
More literally > “The time that's passed since | swam until now is two months.”

The adverb @7 can be used with an amount of time to mean “more than” or “over.”

Instead, if you want to say that it hasn't even been one year, or that it's been “less than” an

amount of time, use the particle &=, and 2t E|C} instead. For example:

0170l M A X 1 HE O FH0jQ.
“| haven't been living here for even 1 year.”
More literally > “The time that's passed since | lived here until now is not even one year.”

This form can be made negative with 2t E|C} - “it has not been an amount of time."

"non "non

Together with the particle &= ("even,” "also,” “too”), it can mean "It has not even been an

amount of time since doing.”
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O] AtsAHE 4F X| &0 oF Hoje.

“It hasn't been that long since | bought this car.”

More literally = “The time that's passed since | bought this car has not been very long.”
The adverb 20t ("how much”) can be used with ¢t Z|C} together to mean “to not have

been very long’ or "to not have been much time.”

Advanced Notes
This form can at times be vague. Most of the time this form is used to say that you did something (or
something happened), and that action is still happening (or still under effect). For example, “01 7|0 A] st X|
3 30| S0 Q" could be understood to mean that you worked here three years ago but no longer work here. But
most of the time it will be used to mean that you've been working here for three years, and still work here this
day. This will be cleared up by the context in which this form is being used. For another example, “¢t=0{ &
SESH7| AEtst X| 3 H0| SH0{8" could be understood to mean that you started studying Korean three years
ago, but no longer do. However, most of the time this will be understood to mean that you started studying
Korean three years ago, and still study this day. Again, the context will make this clear, but most of the time it is

used to show that something has happened and still is happening.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

———

2 THSoll E g
)
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Learn Korean Ep. 103: Before and After

To say "before” and “after” in Korean, you'll need to know two very important words — ™
("before”) and 2 (“after”). These words can be used with both nouns and verbs. First, we'll

learn how to use these with verbs.

For example, we can use this form to make the sentences "I met my friend before seeing a

movie,” or "I met my friend after | met my teacher.”

BEFORE
Action Verb Stem + 7| F0j

Take an action verb stem and attach 7|, followed by T 0j.
Note that when using this form, whatever happens will come in the sentence before what
you're talking about. So in order to say "I met my friend before seeing a movie,” you'd first

say "before seeing a movie” followed by “I met my friend.”

FotE 27| ®o| TS RO K.

| met my friend before seeing a movie.

=13
=

mjo

I Hol &= A2AM .

Please wash your hands before eating.

Ab2] Hofl eh=0{E H SFot 402,

| want to study Korean more before | sleep.

S Lot7] ©ofl EAX[E ™o,

| did the dishes before | left the house.
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AFTER
Action Verb Stem + 2/ 0]

Take an action verb stem and attach = if it ends in a consonant or L if it ends in a vowel,

followed by 20
Note that verb stems ending with 2 (such as &L} will remove the 2 before using this

form.

ot

of

ACH > At
Just like with 0|, whatever happens will come in the sentence before what you're talking
about.
HddES 2 20 TFE TR0,

I met my friend after | met my teacher.

YstE 2 2o SHE HH 2.

| did the homework after seeing a movie.

=ESH 2of Hatoih R,

—_

Please call after you arrive.

HeS U2 2ol €K E ofa.

| did the dishes after | ate.
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BEFORE: Noun + 0|
AFTER: Noun + £0j

Both 0l and 0] can also be used with nouns, simply by placing them after the noun. The rest of
the sentence will follow just like before.

These are especially useful when talking about a date or a time.

<2l& thg F doj| e & Aofe.

We can meet before next week.

3Al 20 AFE HE B K.

| met my boss after 3 o'clock.
Advanced Notes:
When saying “after,” you might also find the words 0| or Et&0f| used in place of Z0i|. These words

can be used in the same way as &0 when used with verbs (not nouns) — their meaning when used

in this way is the same. Therefore the following three sentences have the same meaning.

=HE o 2o TS UK.
=XNE ¢ Fol TS o

=X & ¢ g &S TRo e,

| met my friend after | did the homework.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on
YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

JE——
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Learn Korean Ep. 104: “To End up Doing”

Although I've previously already done an episode about how to say “to end up doing,” the
form we'll learn in this episode is more commonly used, more versatile, and more useful in
general situations. For a review of the other form, 11 L}, check out “Learn Korean Ep. 75"
— that form is used in the past tense, when trying to expl/ain something, and for

unintentional situations.

The form we'll learn in this episode can be used to say that you ended up doing something
or that something ended up happening — meaning that you eventually did something or
that something eventually happened. For example, using this form you could say that you

"ended up” liking a book — perhaps you didn't at first, but eventually you came to like it.
Verb Stem + 7| &|C}

This form is most typically used with action verb stems. Take an action verb stem and attach

A, and then conjugate the verb T|C} however you'd like.

Mg

OH

OFSHA| A 2.
| ended up liking the book.
| eventually liked the book.

OfM| & 3 Al7HA| S&E Bt 0.

| ended up studying until 3 o'clock last night.

Olxt TS O{EA TLHA o2

How did you end up meeting your girlfriend?
OtO} 22 HFEHE AtA 2 Ao 8.

Maybe I'll end up buying a new computer.

I'll eventually buy a new computer.
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LSO €A & Ao,
You'll find out later.
Eventually you'll find out later.

You'll end up knowing later.
A E|CH (literally, “to end up knowing”) is a common expression that means “to find out.”

A o e,

| keep ending up eating it.

You might say that you “end up eating” something when talking about food that you might or might
not want to eat. Perhaps you wouldn't normally eat expired potato chips, but when sitting in front of
the TV at 3 o'clock in the morning you just end up eating the entire bag — intentionally or

unintentionally.

CEA] ZELEA| 2| RS Tl =M 2.
Please send my regards if you meet him again.

If you meet him again, say hi for me.

LE(E) TSILt (“to send one's regards”) is a common expression that means “to tell someone hello
h

i (for someone else).”

=0 HEA 27 HoR?
How did you end up coming to Korea?

What brought you to Korea?

ot 0| @A &|C} literally means “to end up coming to Korea,” but "What brought you to Korea” is a

more natural-sounding English translation in this sentence.

Hi7F OfmiA =2 SHA Hofa.

My stomach hurt so | ended up getting surgery.

GO! Billy Korean



Page 3 of 3

He #FE0UHM =02 7I2XA Hoa.

| ended up teaching Korean on YouTube.

Advanced Notes

i

You might be asking yourself, “What's the difference between saying X S5 20X =0
L2 XA 0| and saying M= SSE0A SHZ0{E 72X 027

Using ZF2X| A 0|2 can mean that what happened may have been either intentional or
unintentional (out of your control). If you were to use 7ZF2X0{ 8, it would mean that it was

completely your choice — “I taught.”

In addition, using the 7| ICt form has a few advantages. You can use this form to sound a bit more
polite or humble when explaining something that you've done. For example, saying that you did
something using StA 4012 (“I ended up doing...”) can sound less like bragging about it than simply
saying 012 ("l did...") - if it's something that could be seen as bragging to begin with. This is
because using Al E|Ct can also mean that what happened was out of your control — so saying St

O 2 sounds more like “whether | did it on purpose or not, it just ended up happening that way.”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

2 chZell E g
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Learn Korean Ep. 105: “To Start” and “To Stop”

Let's talk about how to say “"to start” and “to stop” doing something — specifically we'll learn

how to use this form together with verbs.

To Start
Action Verb Stem + 7|(&) A|ZH(2) S}

Take an action verb stem and attach 7|, optionally followed by the Object Marker . Then

conjugate the verb A|ZH(Z) SHE} [“to start”] to finish the sentence.

For example, “to start eating” would be H7| A|[ZH(Z) SILCt, from the verb HL} ["to eat”].

Here are some more examples:

oln] Y= H7| AIHAA L.

1 AN

| already started eating dinner.

LI FE ot=0{& B 7] A& AHojlg.

From tomorrow I'll start learning Korean.

OfM| £ & CIO|O{ES S| AIROR.
| started dieting from yesterday.

Xg AsAE BS7] A&t 402,

Now | want to start making a car.

To Stop
19 + Action Verb

Attach the adverb 12t directly before an action verb, and then conjugate it.

For example, “to stop eating” would be Z12t HLC} Here are some more examples:
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42 Hi22{H 10 Ha Hoje.

| want to stop eating because I'm too full.

JESHM 2.
Stop it.
Stop doing it.

U

In addition, ZL2FSICH can also be used by itself to mean “to stop doing.’

[H

Y20l ZLE 1BYOlR.

| stopped studying French.

Alternatively, 1 ZH=C} can be used in the same way as 1 2tStCE O BHEC} also means “to

stop,” but it can even be used to mean "to quit” depending on the context.

mga0f B 1BHH0R.

| stopped studying French.

22| O|H| 1T BHLte.
Let's stop meeting now.

We'll stop meeting from now.

CHE HAtSS AT 2M Q.
Stop looking at other guys.

Advanced Notes
Some beginners mistakenly use the verb ®3LC} (“to stop”) when trying to say “to stop” doing
something using a verb. B 3L} also means “to stop,” but it's only used when talking about motion or

operation (such as a machine).

To say “to stop” moving, use 3L},

7| X2 HEO K.
The train stopped.
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Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 106: Adverbs

An adverb is a word that describes a verb — how a verb happens, or in what way a verb is,

for example. Adverbs can also be used to describe other adverbs.
For example, in English you might run “quickly” or dance "happily.” Adverbs in English can

often end with “ly" but there are plenty that don't. In Korean, many adverbs end with “#|"

but there are also many that don't.
Descriptive Verb Stem + #|

To make an adverb in Korean from a descriptive verb, take the descriptive verb stem and

attach 7. Let's look at an example.

| arrived.

We can add an adverb to describe how we arrived. For example, we could use the descriptive verb

QHHSICH ["to be safe’] to say that we arrived safely at our destination.

HHBHA =AU Q.

| arrived safely.
Here's another example:

Na x1 A0 8.

I'm smiling now.

We can add an adverb to describe how we are smiling. For example, we could use the descriptive

verb WESICH ["to be happy”] to say that we're smiling happily.

Xz d=5tA 1 A0,

I'm smiling happily now.
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dAIE YA U= Ao,

| want to make the kimchi spicy.
WA comes from YL} [“to be spicy”].

Ha N = 2.

Chul-soo speaks quickly.

2 A comes from WFEC} [to be quick”].

Unique Korean Adverbs

Not all adverbs in Korean end with 7. For example, instead of iit=4| we could also say
2], and both mean “quickly.” In addition, 2| can also be used to mean “hurry up” or
“right away” when used together with a command. However, #E7| can only be used to

mean “quickly.”

M WE we| Toja,

Chul-soo speaks quickly.

dXIE H FA .

Please give me more kimchi.

O is another adverb that means “more.” Its opposite is &, meaning “less.”

L& S .

It's so delicious!

{2 is an adverb that means “too much,” but in casual usage it just means “so much.”
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Ne

rok

12 of

| speak Korean well.

i

5l a.

Z is a very common adverb that means “well,” such as to say that you do something well. It can also

be used to mean “often,” among other things.

o[of GOl HAofR.

| ate a lot already.

B0| means “a lot,” but is an adverb - it needs to be used directly before a verb. To say that there is

a lot of something, simply conjugate the descriptive verb ZLC} ["to be a lot"].

To Use #|?

Not all adverbs made with | will sound natural or be commonly used. For example, to say that

something moves slowly (from the descriptive verb MM 3ICH, use MH S| [“slowly”] — not MHSHA.

Many descriptive verbs ending with StC} can also become adverbs by changing StCt to 3| instead of
StA|. For example, 2HSICH [“to be safe”] can become either 2HHSHA| or 2t 8| — both mean “safely.”
However, the only way to know whether the 3| or StA| version is more commonly used for each
descriptive verb is by listening to how Koreans speak and learning each one separately. There are no

tricks to learning adverbs, and the best way is to learn them one at a time.

Advanced Notes

A commonly used adverb is X{0| A, which means “entertainingly” and comes from X{0|(Z}) QULCE. It

can be used to mean that you're doing something while enjoying it.

FotE MOIUAA EOR.

| enjoyed watching the movie.
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Another common adverb is B2, which means “deliciously” and comes from 3¢(O[) QULF. It

can be used to mean that you're eating something and enjoying it.

ofo|A3EE U HAA R,

| enjoyed (eating) the ice cream.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 107: OfL|11 vs & 11

OfL| 11 and &1 can both translate as “not,” and therefore are often confused — but each is

used in a different situation and the two words can’t be swapped.
OfL|1 and ¥ 11

OFL|11 comes from the descriptive verb OfL|C} [“to not be"]. It's the opposite of O|C} [“to
be"].

21 comes from the action verb 2L} ["to stop,” “to not do something”]. You'll often find
2Lt being used in the ~X| ZLC} form when telling someone “Don't (do something).” For

example, it's the same form used in the expression StX| OtA| R (“Don't do it.").
Example 1

Only one of these sentences is correct:

O|AH &1 OH FML.
O|A OfL{ 11 OH FA L.
Not this, give me that please.

Please give me that, not this.

21 comes from ZCt and means “don't do... but..." In the first sentence, 0|74 &1l means “don't do
this, but 17 FAM| & (“please give me that.”).” This sounds natural, because you're telling the other
person, "No, not this thing. Give me that.” Or it can be like saying, “Don’t do this, but give me that.”

The first sentence is correct.
OfL| 1 comes from OfL|C} and means “it's not, and...." So in this sentence 0|7{ OfL| 11 would mean

“It's not that, and....” This would be like telling someone, “It's not this. Give me that.” This would

sound awkward, because the two parts of the sentence sound unrelated.
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Example 2

Only one of these sentences is correct:

= AFFO| otL| 3 0= ALEo|of 2.
= AHE A 0|5 AFF0|0R.

I'm not British, but I'm American.
The first sentence means "l am not a British person,” because it uses OfL| 1 from OfL|C}.
The second sentence means “Don't a British person,” so unless you're asking for someone to hand

over a different person (... maybe your friend set you up on a blind date with a British person?), this

sentence is already wrong and sounds awkward.
Example 3

Both of these examples are correct.

=0| ofL| 11 AtO|CHO 2.
It's not water, it's soda.

It's soda, not water.
= TI AOICHE FAM &,

Don’'t give me water, give me soda.

Give me soda, not water.
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Conclusion

Here's another tip. Think of OtL|11 as meaning this: “You're wrong, it's not that.” And think

of ¥ as meaning this: “No, stop. Don't do that. Let's ignore that.”
Also, remember to use the Subject Marker (Ol/7}) together with OFL|C}, but not with 2L},

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 108: | hope, | wish

Disclaimer: Previously | made a lesson about how to say ‘should’ in Korean (episode 58 in
this series). The form we'll learn in this lesson will look slightly similar, but is not the same

form.
Verb Stem + (2)™ ZZic}

This form can be used to say that you "hope” or “wish” that something happens. Literally,
since this form uses the (2)™ form (“if" and “when") and ZZICt (“it would be good”) it

means "It would be good if (something happens).”

To use this form, take a verb stem (action verb or descriptive verb) and attach 2 if it ends

in a consonant, or attach & if it ends in a vowel. Then conjugate the verb ZZIC}, which

originally comes from ZC} meaning “to be good.” This could become £ 2, ZZ &0, or

Z 2, among many other possible conjugations. Here are some examples:

g 5t S0 8.
| hope you'll do it quickly.

Ct Z&|E S0 1.

| hope it all goes well.

Ct is an adverb that means “all.”

ChE 0 CHAl €5 & 5 A2 F20 8.

L{ oF o =708,

| hope tomorrow isn't hot.

Notice how E Lt becomes 2 ™. Verb stems ending with & will remove the & and add %

whenever using the (2)% form. Here's one more example of this.
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BA7h O H F40 K.

L. S M

| hope the kimchi is spicy.
Present Tense or Past Tense?

This form can be used with both present tense and past tense verb stems. For example, you
could use 2™ or 2™ from the verb 2L} Both the present tense and past tense verb

stems will have the same meaning, but using the past tense shows a bit more of a stronger
hope that it would happen.

@ 50| 2E F08.
g 50| e F K.

| hope that spring comes quickly.
NE EtFEH SN,

ME R 0.
| hope you'll help me.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on
YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 109: How to Use ~&

There are many grammar forms that use the & ending, and this lesson won't attempt to
cover all of them. This lesson will talk about the most commonly used ~& endings, how to

conjugate them, and what they mean.

Since ~ & can be used in so many ways, this lesson is most appropriate only for
intermediate (or advanced) Korean learners — it is not a topic that most beginners will be

able to use immediately.

Descriptive Verb Stem + &
One of the most common places to find © being used is after a descriptive verb stem.

Normally, when changing a descriptive verb to an adjective (to describe a noun), you'd
attach 2 or L after the verb stem, with some exceptions. For a refresher on how to do this,
check out episode 70 of this series. Here's an example using the verb %L} [“to be small"].

PN
Ay

rlo

x
=

a small house

But what if we wanted to say not that the house is small, but that the house was small (past tense).
For example, how could we say, “a house that was small?” Of course we could just rearrange the
sentence and say, &0| ZA0{ & ["The house was small.”], but doing this doesn't let us describe the
house more. If we could say “a house that was small,” then we could also say "/ bought a house that
was small and expanded it" or even say “The house that was small /s now gone.” We'll need to use

H to make the adjective into the past tense.

Past Tense Verb Stem + ©

To make a past tense adjective from a descriptive verb, take its past tense stem (this will always end

with # at the bottom of the last syllable) and attach ©. For ZC}, that would be ZFQULCH > ZHQE,

Atob &I
AN - HdJ

a house that was small
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Now we can say what we want, but to be fair speaking this way in Korean isn't always the most
natural way (or in English, for that matter). Make sure that if you're using a past tense adjective like
this that it's being used in an appropriate situation. Saying “There is a house that was small” could
sound very awkward, but saying “l bought a house that was small” sounds natural in both English

and Korean.

Past Tense Adjective + 2 ZC}

Once we've conjugated a past tense adjective with =, we can use it together with the 4 ZC} form
[“think"] to say that we think something was a certain way — we're no longer limited to thinking
about things in the present tense. Using & with the 2 ZC} form is extremely common, and natural.
Here's an example:

2ol ggle % 2ot

=] E
| think the kimbap is delicious.

A0l HAAEH A Zota.

=]
| think the kimbap was delicious.

Here are some more examples:

RHH0| o FHH X 2ota,

lﬁAI—

| think last year was colder.

A|E0| OF= oY H A ZHofe.
| think the test was very difficult.

0= AFROIAE A Zota.

| think they were American.

Although not an exception to the rules, O|C} ["to be"] becomes O|R{H after a consonant and % &

after a vowel.
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oo A A Zota.

| think | already did it.

Adjectives can also be made from action verbs. For a refresher on this concept, review episode 91 of
this series. Actives made this way can have one more important use — in addition to being usable

with 4 ZCt — and we'll talk about that use next.

Action Verb Stem + T

Take an action verb stem and attach . This gives the verb the meaning of “had done” or
“used to do.” In addition, this action verb stem can even be in the past tense; but whether
it's in the past tense or present tense, the meaning is mostly similar (with one small
exception we'll talk about). Here's an example of a regular present tense adjective, a present
tense adjective using H, and a past tense adjective using .

M7t Zotdte 842 HAN K.

~

| ate food that | like.

M7t ZoIE SA42 HAN Q.
M7t ZotstH Z412 HA Q.
| ate food that | had liked.
| ate food that | used to like.

Here are some more examples:

M7t JE Aol .
It's what | had wanted.

It's what | used to want.
O|lA €Yot LAE ME0e?

Is this the shirt you had worn every Sunday?

Is this the shirt you used to wear every Sunday?
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M7 Ao & To| ofX glole.
The house that | had lived in is now gone.

The house that | used to live in is now gone.

X7t CHU S stmof 2.
It's the school | had attended.

It's the school | used to attend.

Past Tense Action Verb Stem + E?

Present Tense Action Verb Stem + TE?

While both of these forms mean "had done” or "used to,” they're slightly unique.
Using a present tense action verb stem with & means that you used to do something, but also that

you may or may not still be doing that. To clarify, this doesn't mean it is something you're still doing,
but it could be.

Using a past tense action verb stem with Tl means that you used to do something, but that you are
no longer doing it.

Here's an example of each tense.

M7 ChL ™ otuol 2.
It's the school | used to attend (and it's possible that | might still attend it).

M7FEHRAE St o .

It's the school | used to attend (but | no longer go there).
When you don't specifically want or need to make this distinction, use either tense with H.

Advanced Notes
HH|(R) and CHEG|(R)

Here are two more common forms that use H.
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HH(R) can be added to the end of a sentence (specifically, to the end of a present tense verb
stem at the end of a sentence) to add the meaning of “expecting to hear a reply to your statement.”
In this way, using ~Z H|(2) at the end of a sentence is like asking a question, but without raising the

intonation at the end of your sentence or using a question mark.

1 E2HOHE B3 1ol 8.

I'm watching that drama.

1 EgforE 21 EO K.
I'm watching that drama (and what do you think of that?).

o2 d%xlIE ool K.

He likes spicy kimchi.

02 4XlE E0iotEHH K.

He likes spicy kimchi (but do you think differently?).

When used together with the Plain Form in quotations, B Cl|(2) becomes CHEHO|(R).

02 4XlE EOtetitl oK.

He says he likes spicy kimchi.

Of2 ZXIE FOretCtEHH K.

He says he likes spicy kimchi (and what do you think of that?).
Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 110: “Using” and “As” | (2)& and (2)EA]

The (2)= particle has several meanings, and this lesson will cover two of the most common

ones. We'll also discuss a similar particle, (2)ZA].
One of the meanings of (2)Z has been covered in a previous episode. (2)& can be used

to mean “toward” when used with a verb that shows movement (such as 7tC}, 2L}, etc.). To

learn about that usage, watch “Learn Korean Episode 68."
Noun + & “Using”

(2)E can be used to mean “using.” For example, it can be used to say “using a pencil.”
Depending on the sentence, the translation can change widely — from "by” to “with” to

"using” to “out of” to "for” and other ways.

To use it, take a noun and attach 2 & if it ends in a consonant or attach £ if it ends in a

vowel.
HOZ "with a pen”
X&SXHE “by car”
AZZ "with a pencil”
Note that nouns ending in 2 will also add = to the end.

The (2)= particle shows what sort of method, material, machine, tool, channel, or means by

which you do something. Here are some examples.

HYS LIRE BEYola.
| made a desk out of wood.
Since (2)= shows the means by which you do something, you can also think of this

sentence as meaning, “I made a desk using wood.”
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HEZCZ H MoHH HAA L.

| called Chul-soo on my cell phone.

Using (2)& here shows that the cell phone is the means by which you made a phone call
ol Yz HLYFM K.

Please send it by email.

In this sentence, email is the method of sending something.

HS7|2 21K Tk Aol R.

| want to go to Korea by plane.

Here, the plane is the machine (vehicle) that you'll take to get to Korea.

oz F0[E o8,

| folded the paper with my hands.
In this sentence, you're using your hands to fold the paper.

ot=0lz 248 & A08.
| can explain it in Korean.

Here, the Korean language (2t=0{) is the method by which you're explaining something.
2oo FRE MER =0/ S Hi?L A0 K.
I'm learning Korean through Billy’s YouTube channel.
However, the 2= particle can also be used in a few other ways too. Let's talk about one
more.

Noun + @& “As”

The (2)= particle can also mean "as” (also “as it is,” “for,” or "in the role of"). For example,

you could say "l got a car as a gift,” or "l was hired as a teacher.” Here are some examples
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O|H MEZ HAON.
| got this as a present.
(Or...) I got this for a present.
B4 NE TR 4L,
| think of Chul-soo as a friend.
(Or...) | think of Chul-soo in the role of a friend.
OfX MEez TXtE HANK.
Yesterday | ate pizza for dinner.
(Or...) Yesterday, | ate pizza as dinner.
2HOIZE 202 FA K.
Please give me the steak rare.
(Or...) Please give me the steak as rare.
O[A 2tX|2 A0 K?
Do you have this in a large?
(Or...) Do you have this as a large?
dddez 18R,
| was hired as a teacher.

Before going further, | should specify that this (2)& particle can only be used to mean “as”
when it's modifying (affecting or describing) a verb. It cannot be used when the noun (used

before 2 =) is what you're talking about in a sentence.

For example, if the sentence is about you “as a teacher,” then you could not use MM Ho =
to say “As a teacher.” Starting a sentence with M 222, followed by talking about your

experiences as a teacher, would be grammatically incorrect (and sound awkward).
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Again, the (2)& particle can only be used when it's modifying a verb. Therefore, you could
be hired as a teacher, work as a teacher, or do anything as a teacher using the (2)&
particle. But you couldnt use the (2)Z particle to say something like “As a teacher, you
shouldn’t do that.” To say that, you'll need a different particle.

Noun + (2)2A]

To say "as a teacher” or "as a person who likes languages” or “as a friend” when that's what
your sentence is about, use the particle (2)ZA]. It works the same way as (2)&, just with
M added to the end - but it is used whenever it is not modifying (affecting or describing) a

verb.

The (2)EAX particle is used to show in what capacity or position that you're doing
something (for example, what job you have or what your rank is). You can think of it as

meaning "in the capacity of” or "“in the position of.”

However, be careful as this particle is not too commonly used in spoken Korean as it sounds
a tad formal; it's good to know, but it can sound awkward when used on its own. Here are

two examples.

10

i
Ol

Otst= MEH2 2 M ot=0= DFH ofE X Bota.
As a person who likes languages, Korean isn't that difficult.
(Or...) In the capacity/position of a person who likes languages, Korean isn't that difficult.
T2 XM St= 2l CHEFA SHX| O
I'm saying this as a friend, but don’t do multi-level marketing.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

R
i
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Learn Korean Ep. 111: Colors

The Korean word for “color” is A or A7ZZ4 — either is fine.

In order to properly learn about colors in Korean, we first have to talk about nouns,

adjectives, and even verbs.
Colors in English

English colors are simple; colors can be used in a sentence as both an adjective (describing

a noun) and as a noun (like an object or a "thing”).
For example, “red” can be used as an adjective ("red car”) or a noun ("l like red.”)

If you learn the name of a color in English, you can use it anywhere — and there’s only one

word to memorize. "Red” is just “red.” “Dark red” is just “dark red.”
Color Verbs in Korean

Some colors you'll find in Korean are nouns, while others are actually verbs (you'll see those

verbs conjugated into adjectives too).

First, let's look at a color that's a verb — specifically, a descriptive verb (a verb that is used to

describe something).
U 2'C} means “to be red,” and it's a (descriptive) verb.

Since it's a verb, if we want to say “red car” then we'll need to get the adjective "red.” To do

that we can conjugate 2fCt as W7t — this is now an adjective.

wzk Xt

"red car”
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Or we can make it into a complete sentence by conjugating O|LC} (“to be") at the end.

w7k X0l K.

“It's a red car."

But here, some people may wonder “Can | just learn 2t instead of #&'Ct?” No, because

you might not always want to conjugate &Lt as 7k You might want to use it as an

adjective (ZF), but other times you might want to use it at the end of a sentence to

describe something that you're talking about.

For example, instead of just saying &7t X} (“red car”), you might want to say this.

X7 woe.

“The car is red.”

Or you might want to conjugate '#2IC} to the past tense (among other conjugations).

K7L AR,

“The car was red.”
2fC} conjugates in the 82 form as ¥ 71(&). Note this conjugation — color descriptive verbs
will end with & when conjugating, and verbs with & will add the vowel sound H to the

end when conjugating the 8 form (such as in %71 R).

Because it depends on how you want to use it, it's important to learn the original

descriptive verb for each color.

Color Nouns in Korean

Not all colors in Korean are descriptive verbs, and many are just nouns (which are easier to

use and don't need to conjugate).

ZEM means “green” and it's a noun. Here's an example.

GO! Billy Korean



Page 3 of 6

=EME ForlR.

“I like green.”

Color nouns in Korean can also be used as adjectives, or at the end of sentences, but

without any changes or conjugating.

=M K

“green car”

Ap7F ==A0[0 2.

“The car is green.”

Common Colors in Korean

Let's learn some of the most common colors in Korean. If a definition starts with “to be” or
ends with ~C} you can know that it's a descriptive verb and will (probably) need to be
conjugated. If a word ends with A then you can know that it's a noun, and can be used as-

is.

2Lt "to be red”
ZEM "green”

o2 "to be blue”
T2 "orange”

T2t “to be yellow”
HatA “purple”

SIYLC} "to be white”

2| M “gray”

ZM “brown”
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In Korean there can also be more than one way to say each color. | don’t mean “"blue,” “light blue,”

and "dark blue.” | mean “blue” as a noun, adjective, or descriptive verb.

You can make another form for each descriptive verb color by taking the verb and conjugating it to
an adjective, and then attaching  — now you have a noun form of the descriptive verb which can be

used anywhere.

For example, Z'C} can become %7t (which is only an adjective), or 7t (which is a noun). 7

can therefore be used as a noun, or as an adjective as we've learned.

“I don't like red.”

We can also use 7t just like EZt, since 7t is a noun — both ways are natural and common.

Some of you might be wondering “Can we change every descriptive verb into a noun by adding 4,
and just ignore the original descriptive verb form? These seem much easier to work with.” Yes, you

can do that when making your own sentences, and this is useful especially if you're still a beginner.
It's also less stressful if you're learning about colors for your first time. And best of all, you won't be

incorrect.

However, you will still see and hear all of the forms used (#2fCt, 27t W7t and others), so you
should still be aware the descriptive verb forms exist and know how to use them — even if you don't
use them yourself yet. This way, if someone says I}2{l & you can know that it came from Lt L},

without having to memorize a new conjugation separately for every descriptive verb color.
Example Sentences
Tht AjZF o= ot 2.
“The blue bird is very pretty.”
Aol HE|7} ol 2.

"My hair is black.”
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M= ek He[7t Fote.
“I like black hair.”

Al MO 2.

OF

[OFM E| A X

[E |

i

“I want to buy a white T-shirt.”
L2 gor2| 7t 5 02 AN K.

“There are 5 yellow chicks.”

o

50| &

ont

Ol &Wle.

rir

“The monkey's butt is red.”

2| ot &2 1 slofe.

4o

n

"My mom's hands are small and white.
£2M JHE %1 Yoja.

“I'm looking for a green bag.”

For the color black, there are a few options. 7} L} (“to be black”) conjugates to 772t or 77HZHA — this
is often used for natural things such as animals (black cat) or nature (black sky). Z°3* (“black”) is
another possibility — this is often used for inanimate black things (black car). However, both colors are

used commonly for any situation, so learn both.

Conclusion

This is not a complete list of all the colors in Korean — there are more words for each color,
and more colors. Hopefully this will give you a good introduction to how colors work, so

you can learn new ones on your own more easily.
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If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 112: Irregular Verbs

When Korean learners think of “irregular verb” conjugations, many (perhaps most) people
first think of verb stems ending with H.

For example, here are 8 form present tense conjugations of verb stems ending with .
=Lt ("to be cold”) > T8
=L (“to be beautiful,” “to be nice”) > 122
2Lt ("to wear”) > 202

Although all verb stems ending with & might appear irregular at first glance, the majority

follow regular rules.

Verb Stems Ending with =

If an action verb stem ends with &, attach OF(R) if the last vowel is | or . Or, attach

01(8) if the last vowel is anything else. This is exactly like conjugating most verbs in Korean.
ECt ("to catch”) > Fota
Lt ("to fold") > TolR

If a descriptive verb stem ends with &, remove the & and attach %. This will become
/(&) in the present tense, HOI(R) in the past tense, and & 0| & in the future tense
(among other forms).

BICH ("to be hot) > H¥Q
But with any rule, there are exceptions. Here are the most common ones.
=Lt (“to bake”) > T2
=Lt ("to lie down”) > £
=Lt ("to help”) > =2t

&Lt ("to pick up”) > T8
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&Lt (“to be beautiful,” “to be nice”) > 12tQ

Of these, &Lt and &Lt are not commonly used by themselves, so you only need to focus

on the remaining three exceptions.

Verb Stems Ending with &

—_

For these verbs, remove the & and attach the sound H.

2} ("to be so”) > 12l
TFLCH ("to be black”) = 7o &

However, SIZLt (“to be white”) becomes SFOH 2 — this is because SF0F combines with the

H sound to become S}O0Y.

Verb Stems Ending with =

Whenever a verb stem ending with 2 is followed by L, &, or A, remove the 2. Otherwise,

keep the =.

For example, ZLC} (“to be long”) becomes 7! (L) as an adjective, Z L|C} (&) in the L|Ct

form, and 7| M & (A) in the honorific form.
Verb Stems Ending with &
Some verb stems ending with = are irregular, while others are not.
For the irregular ones, the & will change to become =.
ECt ("to listen”) > E0{Q
ALt ("to walk”) > A0l
While other verbs will conjugate normally.

AICt (“to believe”) > RO
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2T} ("to receive”) > HHOtR
Here are the most common irregular verbs ending in .
=Lt (“to listen”) > 208
ALt ("to walk”) > 202
THELCE (“to realize”) > THEOLR
ML} ("to load”) > Ao
=Lt (“to ask”) > 208
Verb Stems Ending with A
For most verbs that end with A, remove the A.
ZCh ("to get better,” “to be preferable”) > LIOIR
For other verbs, conjugate them normally.
2Lt (“to smile,” "to laugh”) > 20{2
MICH ("to wash”) > Aoja
Here are the most common exceptions to learn.
Lt ("to get better,” "to be preferable”) > Ltot2
AL} (“to build”) > X018
2Lt ("to swell")y > 20|
QIC} (“to connect”) > 0|01 &

ALt ("to stir) > Ho{a

GO! Billy Korean
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Verb Stems Ending with £

For these verbs stems, remove the — vowel at the bottom. Then copy the 2 to the bottom

of the previous syllable. Finally, attach OF(&) or 0{(2) as usual.

For example, the verb stem of 2E2L} (“to not know”) is 2. Removing — we get 2 2.
Copying 2 to the bottom of the previous syllable gives us &= 2. Attaching OH(R) - since &

has - — gives us =22t8.

For another example, the verb stem of 2L} (“to sing”) is FZ. Removing — we get £ 2.
Copying 2 to the bottom of the previous syllable gives us = 2. Attaching 0{(2) - since &

doesn't have } or - - gives us 22 8.

An exception if the verb 2L} (“to follow”), which becomes It2t2 without copying the =.

Verb Stems Ending with —

For these verbs, most of the time we simply remove —. Then we replace it with O} &) or

0{(R) as usual.

For example, the verb stem of 7|B8C} (“to be happy”) is 7|%. Removing — we get 7|um,

Attaching O{(8) - since 7| doesn't have | or - — gives us 7|t 8.

For another example, the verb stem of 1L} (“to be hungry”) is 11X, Removing — we get

A . Attaching OH(R) - since 21 has - — gives us It Q.
Here are two common exceptions.
FICH ("to lock”) > &7tR
EFC} ("to soak”) > E7tR

Keep in mind that these two verbs are often conjugated /ncorrectly as HE and HHEA.
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Common Irregular Verbs
Here are a few more common irregular verbs.

O|C} (“to be") conjugates to 0|02 when used after a consonant, and 0|2 when used after

a vowel.
SICH (“to do”) conjugates to S K.

LT} ("to become”) conjugates to =8, although occasionally in writing it can also become

Zo .

Conclusion

Most verbs are regular, and once you learn the rules (and the few exceptions) you can

conjugate any verb in Korean.

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 113: (2)L} OtLt and EXl “No Matter”

Both (2)Lt OFLt and At are intermediate level grammar forms, and are not recommended

for beginners. They have similar translations, but work differently and have different rules.
Action Verb Stem + (2)L} OtC}

This grammar form is used to show that the result of something (an action verb) does not

matter — no matter what you do.

Some possible ways to translate it are “It would be a waste of time (to do verb),” or “You

shouldn’t bother (doing verb),” or “It's no use (to do verb).”

To use this form, take an action verb stem and attach 2L} OfL} if it ends in a consonant, or
attach Lt OfLt if it ends in a vowel.

For example, StCH would become StLt OFLt, and $4EF would become {2 Lt OfLt,

Note that this form is only used with positive action verbs — not with negative verbs (such
as ones using 2t or X| 2L} This is because the meaning would sound awkward; therefore,
ot StLt OfLt would be like saying “It would be a waste of time to not do...” or “It's no use

to not do...” and would be incorrect.

Here are some examples.

Ofxtm| X7t 1 mtE|of ZfLt Ot OFF = 25 Ao K.

Either way, even if | go to the party nobody will know.

This example means that even if | go, nobody will know whether | went or not. Therefore, |
shouldn't bother going, or it's no use going, or it would just be a waste of time for me to

go to the party.
O Me QloL} oLt £20| 9F E Ao,

Even if you read that book it won't be helpful.
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The most common way to use this form is when followed by O|C} (“to be") — here as 0 2. It
does not need to be followed by a complete sentence. When used in this way, it has the
meaning of "Don’t bother doing (verb),” or “It's no use to do (verb),” or “There's no point to
do (verb).” The next grammar form ZtX} can also be used in this way, although it is less
common than with (2)Lt OfL},

A S StLf OpLtol 2.

It doesn’t make a difference if you do that.

ol EM0= R4S ALt OfLI0| 2.

It's no use using an umbrella in this weather.

You might say this sentence if it's raining so much that using an umbrella wouldn’t make
any difference — "it's useless” to use an umbrella.

Verb Stem + (O/0{/etc.) &X}

This grammar form is also used to show that something does not matter. And it's used to
say that something is a waste of time, no matter what you do or no matter what something
is (when used with descriptive verbs).

To use this form, take a verb (action verb or descriptive verb) and conjugate it to the &

form as usual — then attach 2tX}.
For example, SFCF would become 8l At and 21Tt would become 20 2tX},

This form originally comes from the regular 2.Ct grammar form (meaning “to try,” or “to do
[and see how it goes]”). Therefore, Slif BtX} literally means “Even if you do...," and 240 %X}

literally means “Even if you read....”

For another example, let's use the descriptive verb BtRUCt (“to be delicious”) — ZtQU0] 2}

literally means “Even if it's delicious....”
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Here are some examples.

Xa 7t Bx == 70 K.

Even if you go now, you'll be late.

Note that =L} (“to be late”) is often conjugated in the past tense to mean that you're late
for something — here it's == 0K (literally, “You will/would have been late.”) and not
== 70la.

In addition, the 2tX} form is commonly used together with the ZdO|C} future tense form.
This usage is for assuming that something would have happened, and means “Even if | had

done (verb), something will happen.”

M g2 g2l of 24 28 H/AE Aol

Even if | organize my room, it'll get dirty right away.

HIW 22 OBt |2 O LER.

It doesn't make a difference if | wear expensive clothes, because nobody can tell.

E|(7}) LICF means that something is apparent or obvious, or that something is easy to

notice, or easy to tell.

HAZE SEQUOY BEAL EOtLE SERAZ0 K72

Even if the potatoes taste good, | mean, how good could they be?
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Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 114: C}A|TD] “As you...”

This lesson will talk about the grammar ending CFA|L], as well as the form CHA|II| S}C},
Action Verb Stem + CtA| 1]

You can use this form to say “as you do something,” or “as you do (verb).” However, this

form does not mean “as” as in “while” - for that, use (2)® A or ¢t among other forms.

An example of this form would be saying “As you know...” or “As you see...,” but it has a few

more uses too.

To use this form, attach it directly to an action verb stem — this can either be in the present

tense or the past tense.

For example, SICH in the present tense with this form would become SICHA|L, and in the
past tense would become {CHA|D].

Here are some examples.

YLHAID] O] Wi7h &F HFEOF.

As you know, this is the computer | bought.

SAIEAID] D207 MELH O AR K.

As you can see, the cat got bigger than me.

In this example CHA|T] is used with the honorific form of 2Lt (“to see”), here as 2 A|C}.

= ACHAID] 22| 2 lofe.

As you've heard, we're dating.
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In this example CFA|L| is used with the past tense form of &L} (“to listen”), here as = AL

Note that PFLICH (“to meet”) is also used between couples to refer to “dating.” This is

because if two people are “meeting” regularly then they are “seeing each other.”

MO FUCIA|D] BTS = HYE Q17|7F BTt

As | told you last time, BTS is really popular.

"nou

In this example CFA|T] is used with the past tense form of ZSHEL (“to say,” “to speak,” “to

tell”), here as &AL},
Action Verb Stem + C}A|IG| SfC}
CFAIT] can also be used together with StCH (“to do”), but has a different meaning.

When used in this way, it means “almost” or “nearly” doing something on purpose or

unintentionally.

However, note that this is not the same as the ¥ StCH grammar form, which is used when
you almost or nearly do something unintentionally. For example, #3}C} could be used if
you almost fell down, since that would be unintentional. For more examples of #3S}LC,

check out “Learn Korean Ep. 41."

CFAITZ] SECH is often used together with the adverb 42| (“almost,” “nearly”), which adds

emphasis to the meaning of “almost” or "nearly” in the sentence.

Here are some examples.

L5 Bi7F DOpA 2 Q125 SAMA Cf HEPA D] 9Hofe.

| was so hungry that | almost ate two servings completely by myself.
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ots0h2 2&S O 2 SiChAD] oK.

For a while | almost exercised every day.

RE2 H[7} H&F BO| &b Ao FOZF QUATEAID] St A0 K.

Lately it's raining so much that I'm almost only staying at home.

ALt ("to exist”) can also translate as “to stay” when talking about where you're located.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 115: C} 25l “Extreme”

C} 25l is an intermediate level grammar form, so | only recommend learning it if you can

already hold a full conversation (but don't let me tell you what to do).

It's used to show that something is extreme, but its translation can vary depending on the

sentence it's used in.

Present Tense Verb Stem + C} 25|

Ct 23} is used to show that what comes before it is extreme (an action or a situation) or an
extreme amount, and therefore can't go on any longer or can't maintain something any
longer. The key to understanding this form is that it's only used when talking about

extremes.

To use this form, take a present tense verb stem and attach CI &5l, then complete the
rest of the sentence. Cf 23} is a sentence connector, and therefore isn't used at the end of

a sentence by itself.

Note that a present tense verb stem with Cf will appear the exact same as a regular

unconjugated verb.
For example, SICt (“to do”) will become St} 26H, and L} (“to eat”) will become HLF 6.

Here are some example sentences.

| was so happy that | cried.

When used with a descriptive verb you can think of the Ct &3l form as having a similar

"nou

meaning as the adverb 5 (“so much,” "too,” “too much”) with the grammar form ~A{
(showing a cause and effect). Here, saying @=5ICF 3| is like saying L& Y-S A -
"because | am too happy...." Therefore, saying &5 5}Ct 6| means that you were so happy,

that it was extreme, and that you couldn’t go on any longer (so you cried).
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Zi01E 2|&3]= 010l
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| couldn’t stand looking at the kids torturing the ants, so | yelled at them.

When used with an action verb you can think of the Ct &3l form as meaning that you can

no longer do that verb, or that it's impossible to keep doing that verb — because it is
extreme.

O] Atg2 {7 ECt 2ol 0] ofmte.

This candy is so sweet, my mouth hurts.

Here, 2Lt &35l means that the candy is sweet — to an extreme amount — and that you can

no longer keep eating it and your mouth even hurts.

T2lE TR el ot S U0 K.

| couldn’t stand the extreme cold, so | went on a trip abroad.

Here, &CH2 3 means that you can no longer endure the cold, and that it's extreme — so

much that you left the country to go on a trip abroad. Note that it's written without a space.

= A

HiZF DZCh R 7|2 A 20t

I'm so hungry, | think I'm going to faint.

Here, Bl 7} DLt 23l means that you're so (extremely) hungry and it can't go on any
longer, so you think you're going to faint.
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ANPE0|Z A ZHZ 3 MRCH 28l CF 20| FH|7t £|0f HFH O K. | stayed up all night
with my friends studying for tests (and we can’t stay up any longer), and we all became

zombies.

Here, 2H(2) M<Ct (“to stay up all night”) with Ct 25}l means that you can no longer keep
staying up — since you stayed up all night — and that staying awake all night was extreme.

Therefore, you became a sleep deprived zombie.

0|22 ¢t=0 2E=S SFolCt ol & H2= FOf LIxto K.

| was studying difficult Korean grammar (and | couldn’t any longer), and | ran outside my

house.

Here, 3% 5ICH 23 means you studied an extreme amount, and were no longer able to

keep studying. Therefore, you ran outside of your mouth.

O A= PCES Aol O ZiCt 28l O[X= 7| A &CHA|L] ot loje.

That friend goes to the internet café so much, nearly every day, and now he's almost living

there.

Here, 7FCt 238l means that your friend goes to the internet café so much, that it's extreme
— so extreme that it can't continue any longer. In fact, it's like he's almost living there. For a
review of CHA|I| SICt (here, as AT CHA|I| St11 0| R), check out “Learn Korean Ep. 114."

This doesn’t mean that your friend is unable to go the internet café anymore, but just that

they're going there so much that it's an extreme amount.
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Advanced Notes
Here are some tips for more advanced learners.
1) This CF &3l form is originally from CHZH &£5H0 - or EHZ}) 23l in more modern usage.

That means the literal meaning of this form is Verb + CHZ}), or “while (doing verb)”
something interrupted (doing verb). This CHZ}) form is also used as another way to say
"while” — literally, “while something (A) happens, something else (B) interrupts A, therefore A

doesn’t complete.)

Therefore, you can think of CF &3l as literally meaning “while something happens or while
something is a certain way, something else interrupts that, and it can no longer continue
(23l ‘can't’).” So ELHRBH can become “while enduring, something interrupts the act of

enduring, and (I) can no longer do it anymore (£3dl)... therefore...."

2) Also note that this form is most often Ct =3l, but you might also come across £t &%t
(as an adjective) when it's attached to an action verb and comes before a noun. This usage
is much less common. It can be used this way when describing a noun, and has the same

meaning.

3) And finally, with 24ZH&) SIC} (“to think”), you can use either 4 Zt8}Ch 26} or just A4 ZHCH

23}l — both are natural and correct.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 116: BFHO|| “On the Other Hand”

HHHO| is an intermediate level grammar form that can be used to show contrast — similar to
the expression “on the other hand.” It can be used with verbs in both the present tense and
the past tense.

Present Tense:

Action Verb Stem + = HHH(0f))

Descriptive Verb Stem + 2/ Bt (0f)

This grammar form is similar to the expression “on the other hand.” It's used to contrast two

statements or sentences that are different from each other.

You can think of it as meaning "While A is true, on the other hand... B.” Or you can think of
it as meaning “On one hand A, and on the other hand B.”

Literally, 2™ comes from Chinese characters (&) and means “"opposing side(s)" —
therefore this form is literally like saying "on the opposing side of” the sentence that it's

used with.

To use it, take a verb (action verb or descriptive verb) and conjugate it into an adjective.

Then attach BF™(0fl) and finish the sentence — while 0f| is optional, it's most often used.

For action verbs in the present tense, attach = B0, And for descriptive verbs in the
present tense, attach = BtHO0f| or L BtHO|| depending on the verb conjugation. Remember

that certain descriptive verbs have their own unique conjugation rules; for example, &L} will

become & HHHQ.

Here are two example sentences.

X7t Qe[ & St WH 24X E 2 oia.

My friend cooks well, but on the other hand he can't do the dishes.
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You can also think of this sentence as translating, “On one hand my friend cooks well, but
on the other hand he can’t do the dishes.”

ZOLX|7F 7 of 2 ghHo| 20| Bio| iMe.

The puppy is so pretty, but on the other hand she sheds a lot.

Saying E(O[) WtX|C} literally means that “fur comes off” and is how to say that something
"sheds fur.”

Past Tense:

Action Verb Stem + 2/ HtH(0])

Descriptive Verb Stem + s BHH 0f))

For action verbs in the past tense, attach 2 EtHO|| or L BHHO||. And for descriptive verbs

in the past tense, attach MG BHHO|| after first conjugating the verb as usual; for example,
=L} will become F=ZIE HHHO.

Here are some more example sentences using this grammar form.

o 97t 20| 25

mjo
ro

gHHO| 20 HF0| =0,

Chul-soo and Yung-hee exercised together, but on the other hand only Chul-soo gained

weight.

Note that &2 2 HtHO|| uses the past tense, so “exercised.”
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M ol= A @S ol Sorste EHE Zot= A I0] 8lol K.
Jeremy likes games a lot, but on the other hand there’s no game he's good at.
BEHO| H-o S22 X7t o I A0 Q.

AL
=5

FIO

AR} B

rir

Chul-soo has a lot of friends, but on the other hand his brother has only one friend.

Note that B2 is the present tense, since BL} (“to be many”) is a descriptive verb.

LS 1=

Hof| 7}A40] ELOf HIXtOIR.

o o
1 SAHS AU

That restaurant was delicious, but on the other hand the price was very expensive.

UARAE. To make the past

OFRACH (“to be delicious”) becomes a past tense adjective as B =T
OFRA0), then attach mE

A AN

tense using descriptive verbs, first conjugate the verb as normal (

to the end (SHQARAED.

A
2=

=a2|7h 2 gHH 20| Hojg.

=

rr

Chul-soo has a loud voice, but on the other hand he doesn’t talk much.

Literally, Z(0[) ®C} means “to have few words.”

Mol HECHOl= 24 20| Bote. "HHO| Sa) BiCHof= 20| Rote.

The west coast beach has a lot of mud flats. On the other hand, the east coast beach has a

lot of cliffs.
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Just like in this example you can even use 2O by itself at the start of a sentence, as long

as there’s a context before B0 so it can show contrast.

Advanced Notes

"nou

Another similar form is Bl (“opposing,” “going against”). The Bl form is used following
the 2/L O form. This 2/ O form is made by first conjugating a verb (action or
descriptive) to an adjective, and then adding a space. This Gl means “event” or “case” and is

not the same as the Ol form which is used without a space and contrasts sentences.
For example, S}C} would become dt= | £Hl, and H Lt would become &= | 2t

Therefore ot= H| Y3l would literally mean “opposing or going against the event/case of
(verb),” whether that be an action verb or a descriptive verb. It's used in this way to mean

“on the other hand,” similarly to 20|, but with a few important differences.

Unlike BFHO|, B must come after a verb (it can't start a sentence) and must be followed
by a second statement. In addition, Bt} shows a stronger contrast than 20| and is only
used when both statements are directly connected — not to say two separate facts that

simply contrast each other. And finally, 23l is less common than BFHHO.

Here's an example sentence.

1 ot=0f =¢0| Otz o2 H| el <HdS0A 17[7}F Biot.
That Korean class is very difficult, but on the other hand it's popular with the students.
Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 117: Bring and Take

“Bring” and "take” can translate to several different verbs in Korean. For example, you might
want to say "bring me those sunglasses,” "bring this present with you to school,” or "bring
your older brother with you to the party.” Each of these would use a different verb for
"bring” (or "take”).

“to take” = 7}X{7}tC}
“to bring” = 7}X L}

7t 7t and 7FN 2EF both come from the verb Z7FX|CH (“to have”) — 7+X|LC} is used

specifically when what you have is on your person (such as something in your pocket).
HEES 7HA L AN K.
| have a cell phone.

Zt™7tCt comes from ZFX|CH and ZHCF (“to go”), and literally means “to have something on

your person, and go somewhere else.” Or more naturally, “to take.”
FihE 7HH7HM 2.
Bring an umbrella (with you).
Literally, the above example would mean “take an umbrella, and go.”

7t 2Lt comes from ZHX|CH and 2Lt (“to come”), and literally means “to have something
on your person, and come here.” Since it uses 2L}, it's only used when the motion is

coming toward the speaker.
A= 792N 8.

Bring it (here) now.
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“to not bring” = 2t 7} C}

Saying that you didn’t bring something (or take something somewhere) is a common way to
say that you “forgot (to bring) something.”

Of, O|&!I M= o 7hHzoal

1

Dang it! | forgot the present!

Literally this just means that you didn't bring the present (here).
k™ 7ICE = 7}X| 2 ZIC}
1ML} = 7}X|12 2LC}

ZHX| 2 ZHEF and Z7FX| 2 2LCF have the same meaning as 7t 7tCtH and 7t 2L only a bit
longer. Feel free to use either.

ZFX|CF = ZEC}
7F™ZiCt = Z¢X|0 ZCt = ZE3 J1Ch
7}Mect = 7}x|1 @Ct = 21 2}

ZHX|E} can also be shortened to just Z Ll so this means the combinations 211 7}C} and

Zt11 @L} are also possible (and common).
However, all of these verbs are only for taking and bringing things that are on your person.

In order to say "bring” or “take” with a person or an animal you'll need a different verb.
“to take” = O|2{7}C}
“to bring” = O|2{ L}

For people and animals, use Ol2{7}C} and G2 2Lt These work the same way as 7t 7+Cf
and 7tMCt.

7S Hztoa.
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| brought my friend (somewhere).

1ok

71 otulof nYOolE HHBH K.

Someone brought a cat to school.
Hi2q7tct = G232 7tCt
H2{2Ct = gj2|1 2C}

You can also use 2|1 7tCt and O|2]|22 2Lt in the same manner as O|2{7tCt and
Ol 2{ 2C}. Either set is fine.

ALt FCt
ZCt EC|Ct

ZtCtH =L} is another way to “bring” something, and is a combination of ZC} (7HX|CH and

ZFL} ("to give”). It literally means “to get something, and give it to someone else.”
You can use #Ct =L} whenever you're bringing something to give to someone else.
HES L FA 8.
Bring me a pencil.
When using humble speech, L} can become EZ|C}t ("to give”).
HEHN 425 A0 ERO Q.
| brought a present to the teacher.

Advanced Notes

When speaking with honorifics, you can also use 2 A|LC} instead of G| 2|Ct for people (not

animals). This shows extra respect toward that person.

This will become 2M7tC} and 2 M 2L}, although you might also find 2 A[Z 7tCt and
QA|D @rC}

GO! Billy Korean



Page 4 of 4

If you're less comfortable using honorifics, you can think of these words as more formal

versions of O|2{7}C} and |21 2Lt — similar to saying “to escort someone.”
Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 118: How to Say “My”
“My" is more than just one word in Korean — we'll need several words to properly say "my."
X 9]
Lto|

First, to say “my” we need to say “I" or "me” — use X| or Lt depending on who you're
speaking to.
With close friends who are the same age as you or younger, use L.

With everyone else, use .

Then attach the possessive marker 2| — this works like an apostrophe in English — directly

after X or L.
X 9] and Lt2| both mean "my.”
ol &2 M Q.
Lto| &2 I3l
My hands are clean.

Most often X 2| and L+2| are shortened in regular conversation to just X (X 2]) and L{

(Lk2l).

H £2 R L.

My hands are clean.

However, X 2| (X) and Lt2| (L§) should only be used when you're talking about something
that you actually own, or something that’'s your property. They should not be used when

talking about people (such as family members) or animals (such as pets).

Saying X2| &’ (literally, “my younger sibling”) would sound like you were saying “my

younger sibling and not yours,” and would be unnatural.
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=

non

To say “my” when talking about a person or an animal, use 2| (“we,” “us”) instead.

22| SMe YD L=3a.

rlo
[t

My younger sibling is cute and smart.

2] ZOtX| L7 of 2 zx?

My dog is so pretty, huh?

In addition to %2/, you can also use 22| & (“our house”) and 2| 1l (“our school”) -
among other options — to emphasize that something belongs to your entire family or your

entire school.

| recommend using 2| & (instead of just %2|) before pets, since it's more commonly
used. This adds more emphasis that the pet belongs to your whole house (your family), and

not only to you.
FEf & D0[7F M MY TS HOQ,

My cat eats trash every day.

22 &

o

0| O|F2 EA0 .

My monkey's name is Charles.
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X 3| is the humble version of <2|. Or, if you're not familiar with politeness levels such as
humble speech, just know that X 3| is a more polite way to say ?2|. It can be used in the

same way as %2/, and pairs together with other polite speech endings.

X3 OfHX|= H7|AM 5t A M K.
Our father is working there too.
Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 119: X{(£) “In the State Of”

Before we start the lesson, | want to give you a tip to understanding the meaning and
usage of Xi(&); as much as possible, try to focus on the /itera/ meaning of the sentences
used here. Understanding what this form literally means will help you to be able to use it

accurately, and therefore naturally in your own sentences.

Action Verb Stem + 2/ (&)

X means “just as it is, in its current state.” It's used for describing the state of someone or
something. Specifically, it's used to describe the state of action (with an action verb) that

someone or something is currently in.

For example, someone can be in the state of wearing glasses, or the state of lying down.
Something could be in the state of being open or closed. This form can work with many

action verbs.

You could say that you simply sat down, or you could say that you're in the state of having
sat down — the latter simply describes your current state (you are seated right now), while

the former is only expressing an action that happens (you sat down sometime in the pas?).

To make this form, conjugate an action verb into the past tense adjective form. This will
most often mean just taking an action verb stem and attaching 2 after a consonant or L
after a vowel. Note that some verbs have their own conjugation rules, as usual. Then attach
*H(2) - the 2 is optional

stk > 8 1(2)
2Ct > e (@)

az

rlo

AEF QHOl 2 XE HEU0.
He fell asleep (while) seated in front of the table.

Literally this sentence means “In the state of having sat in front of the table, he fell asleep.”

Or more naturally, "He sat down in front of the table, and /n that state he fell asleep.”
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This form will often translate in English as “while” or “when,” but its meaning is different
from other forms such as (2)% and &2}, among others. The (2)™A{ and &2t forms show
that two actions are happening at the same time as each other, but X{(£) is not doing that
- X{(&) is simply describing something’s state and does not emphasize when something

happens.
O 3= =2 A2 MEE & == A0 8.

| can do this much with my eyes closed.

Literally this means “I can also do it in the state of, | closed my eyes.” Or more literally, “I

closed my eyes, and also in that state | can do it.”

Stgd 22 €0 22 M2 ARE ol HE FR.

It's too cold if you take a shower with the door open.

M| S Z2|X] &2 xH= SHofl LIUGEL Z7]0of 2R K.

| went outside without drying my hair and | caught a cold.

FE AFFOl A MZES QF 2 M2 A7 S H2[2 7te.

The next door neighbor keeps throwing out the garbage without a shirt on.

OtFAE BB M= Aot & glojg.

You can't go on living without knowing anything.
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EE AR B2 Mz HSU0 K.

mjo

| fell asleep without taking off my makeup.

X (2) is most commonly used in writing and in formal speech - it's less common in casual
or everyday speech. Instead, use other forms (such as the ~Af or ~11 endings) for casual
and everyday speech. These forms do not work exactly like X{(£), so you will have to pick
the most appropriate one based on the situation. When you want to express “with” or
"without” doing an action, ~1! will be common. When you want to express that something

happens right after doing something (“while”), ~Al will be common.

| fell asleep without taking off my makeup.

Or literally, "I didn't take off my makeup, and (then) | fell asleep.”

AlE
=1 =

HO
2
52
(@]
>
ikl
ﬂJII'I
3Q
ie)
fo

a2

rlo

He fell asleep (while) seated in front of the table.

Or literally, "He sat in front of the table, and (immediately) fell asleep.”
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Also one final thing. Note that ~7}Ct and ~2LC} action verbs will not use X{(£) - this is
because X{(£) is used to describe a state of action. X{(£) is not used to describe the state

of something moving somewhere.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on
YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 120: O}/0{/etc. 7|C} & 2L}

7tC}F ("to go”) and 2L} (“to come”) can have two different meanings when attached to
conjugated action verbs. It can be used to show the direction of a motion, and it can also

be used to show a continuing action.

Action Verb Stem + O}/0{/etc. 7}C}

Action Verb Stem + O}/0{/etc. 2L}

To use the first form (beginner level), conjugate an action verb as usual and then instead of
attaching 8, attach 7}Ct or 2L},

Conjugating an action verb followed by another action verb means “to do the first verb,
then do the next verb.” In this case with ZtCt and 2L}, it means “to do the first verb, then

go somewhere else (7tC}) or come to where the speaker is (2CF)."

For example, 2L} (“to walk”) is only used for walking /n general — you can use this verb to

say that you like walking in general.

| like walking (in general).

g Z2A0 8.

| walked fast.

The above example would mean just that you walked fast, and doesn’t specify where you

were going.
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ZO{7}Ct comes from Z Lt and 7tCF and means “to walk somewhere else” Literally it means

“to walk, and go somewhere (Z}C}H)."

STU7ER| 20§01 8.

| walked to school.

ZO{ 2Lt comes from AL} and 2Lt and means “to walk here (to where the speaker is).”

Literally it means "to walk, and come.”

StulO|AM S E 20308,

| walked here from school.

You'll see this form used all over the place, and there are too many verbs to cover in this
single lesson. But here are just a few: 0 7ICt and =0{ 2L} are used for entering places,
Z2}7tCH and 22F2L are used for getting on vehicles and going up the stairs, =O07}FC}
and =O0t2L} are used when returning to somewhere else or to here, 7t 7tC} and 7 2CF
are used for taking something, or bringing something somewhere, and A} Z7tC} and At 2Lt
are used for buying something and going somewhere. L{247}C} and L2 2Lt (from L 2| CH
are used when going up or down somewhere such as stairs, Z0t7tC} and & OF2L} (from
&CH are used when you're going somewhere or coming to look for something, Ol 2{7}Ct
and O3 2L} (from H|2|CH are used when taking or bringing someone somewhere,
MOJZFEE and M OJ 2L} (from M CH are used when washing something and going or coming,
HO7ICE and B 2L} (from T L are used when picking something up and going
somewhere with it, 20{7}Ct and E20{2LC} (from &L} are used when you're dragging or

bringing someone somewhere, and... well, you get the idea.
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One more example of this is CtL|EF (“to attend,” “to commute,” “to go somewhere
regularly”). CHA2M 2 (from CHLCF and 2LCH is a common phrase that means “commute
and come back” and is how you can say bye to someone who's going to work or school,
and who'll come back later in the day. In this way, it's kind of like saying “Take care!”

Action Verb Stem + O}/0{/etc. 7}C}

This form can have one additional (intermediate level) usage.

Using a conjugated action verb in this way with 7t} can show that an action continues on
into the future. Note that there is a space added before attaching 7tC} or 2Lt in this form.

Z SICH = “to do something well”

Z 8l 7tC} = “to do something well, and continue to do it well into the future”

SMO0

A St A st

| 7t 4

mjo

SZECHE of 7t AR,

My younger sibling is living her exchange student lifestyle better than | thought.

Literally, the above sentence means that my younger sibling is doing their exchange student
life better than | thought.

Z &0t = “to go well”

& 5 7ICt = "to go well, and continue to go well into the future”

2ol & =i 7tLte?

Is your work going well?

Literally this is asking “Is your work going well, and will it continue to go well?” It implies

that you're also asking whether it'll be okay in the future too.
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Aol Ct 3o 7t A0 K.

I'm almost finished eating.

=AF et ™ HOF 7t o,

I'm gradually getting more like my boyfriend.

o2t AAGE L ol =0 7t AN K.

I'm only staying at home, and as a result I'm sleeping more.
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Literally this example would mean that your sleep is increasing, and continues to increase.

Action Verb Stem + O}/0{/etc. 2L}

Using this form with 2L} shows instead that the action, which started in the past, continues

on from the past and still continues now.
ALt = "to live”

A0} 2L} = "to live (in the past), and continue to live until now”

Sh=0M 5 & [HEE &0 202,

I've lived in Korea since | was five years old.

Literally this means that you lived in Korea in the past, and have continued to live in Korea

since you were five, and still do live in Korea now.
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Chetmof 7t gAF &7 42 720 >of 2o K.

I've believed (continually) that once | go to college I'll get a boyfriend.

3E HEEH A

it

S5 2goR g5 21 9oja.

I've been (continually) working as the leader of the volunteering club from 3 years ago.

dAES2 St =

Ajm
mjo

ORA[ R =0

oty

OfTIC: £0 Z0fR.

Hr

Those people have been fooling people, saying that if you drink the special water your

vision will improve.

Three of the most common verbs used in this way are StCh, & Ct and E|C} — master these
three first.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on
YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

———
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Learn Korean Ep. 121: “And then” ~A{

There is more than one ~A{ form. The most basic ~A{ form is one used to mean "because,”
and connects sentences that show a cause and effect. The ~Af form in this lesson is
different, and is an intermediate level grammar form. This ~A] form conjugates the same
way as the ~Af form which means “because,” but it has a different usage. Make sure to

learn how to use ~A{ to mean "because” before starting this lesson.

Action Verb Stem + O}/0{/etc. + A

Conjugate an action verb as usual, and attach A{.
After this form, finish the sentence using another action verb.

This form means that the second action (whatever comes after this ~A{ form), happens

immediately after the first action.
In this way, the ~A{ form is used to show that these two actions are related to each other.
Let's compare the ~A{ form with the ~1@ form.
EAfEo| 7ta FE TR K.
"I went to the library, and | met a friend.”

Using the ~11 form means that you simply did two things — going to the library and
meeting a friend.

Perhaps you went to the library and studied, and then called a friend from the library, and

met the friend outside.
Or perhaps you went to the library, and met a friend there.
Or perhaps you went to the library, then went to a café and met a friend.

The ~11 form does not specify where any of those actions happened, nor does it show that
those actions are related in any way — it simply connects multiple actions, like using “and” in

English.
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Now let's look at that same sentence using the ~A] form instead.
EA 0 7t EFE TR R,
“I went to the library, and | met a friend.”
Although the English translation is the same, this sentence has a different meaning.

Since meeting a friend is now happening right after going to the library, these two actions

are related.

This means that you went to the library, and met a friend there; you met a friend at the

library.

Therefore, the ~Af form will not be used for making general lists of things that you did (or

will do), since it shows that the actions are related to each other.

In fact, whenever the two actions are related (one happens right after the other), it will

sound more natural to use ~A] instead of ~1l.
Also, no matter the tense of the final action verb, this ~A| form only conjugates as normal.
This means that 7tCt (“to go”) should always become 7tA{ with this form (not Z£O0{ A{).
To change the tense of the sentence, simply change the tense of the final action verb.
Here are some more examples of this ~A{ form.
ol 7tM 28 HAO K. “| went home and ate (a meal).”
Here, you're not just going home, and then leaving to go eat.

In this sentence, you're eating a meal at your house. This is because immediately after you

go home, you eat a meal. So you must be also eating it at your house.
WO 7tM =HEES MO K.
“I went to the department store and bought makeup.”

This means that you bought makeup at the department store, not just that you went to the

department store and bought makeup (perhaps somewhere else).
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TS TLEA o7 2.
“I met my friend and talked.”

Here, you're meeting a friend and talking with them — not just meeting a friend and talking

with someone else.
A2 & TSOM HUEHN ERO Q.
“I made a cake and gave it to the teacher.”
In this sentence we're making a cake, and then giving that very cake to the teacher.

To summarize, this ~A{ form is used to show that two actions are related to each other.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

———
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Learn Korean Ep. 122: ~71} B} “Worrying”

This lesson will cover the intermediate grammar form ~7F 2f, which is used to express that

you're worried about something.

Verb Stem + (2/=2) + 7 H}
This form is conjugated the same as the regular ~7 form, with 2} added to the end.
Take a verb stem and attach 2 if it ends in a consonant. or attach 2 if it ends in a vowe!
This verb stem can be in the present tense or past tense (SICt can become &7t or & 27H).
Then follow this form with B} (from the verb ELC} “to see”).

You might also find other conjugations of this verb, such as EU|(R)2H2), EtM, etc,

depending on how it's being used.

This form is used whenever you want to explain that the reason you did (or do) something

is because you were worried.
You can think of this form as meaning "because | was/am worried...."

For example, using this form you could say "l don't even want to use my new cell phone

because I'm worried it'll get scratched.”

This form is used in the middle of a sentence — the reason will come first, followed by this

form, and then what you did out of worry.

This form can also be followed by verbs that show worrying, such as Z4%(2) S}tCf ["to

worry“] and others.

Alternatively, you can also use this form at the end of a sentence by itself; just use 2t2

when speaking politely.

Let's look at some example sentences.
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=4 0| Bt0] SlS7t Bt A0 .
"I was worried the food wouldn't taste good.”

Literally, you can think of this sentence as meaning “I'm worried, out of worry that the food

won't taste good.”

Aol EO{E7} & o] SRR,

“| studied hard because | was worried I'd fail the test.”

O37F 02 42 £ Ha7t 2 dHAESE A Ho 2.

"I bought Mark a hamburger because | was worried he wouldn’t be able to eat spicy food.”

M2 A HEZO| 7|70 Z7F 2t 20 H X[ fotR.

“I don't even want to use my new cell phone because I'm worried it'll get scratched.”

Advanced Notes

This ~7t B} form has one more usage. It can also be used to express that the speaker (you)

is thinking of doing something, but isn't sure.
This is because you can also think of it as a combination of ~77}&), meaning “Shall I/you...."
In this way, it can also translate as “I'm thinking about (doing action verb)...."
e 27t g
“I'm thinking about going.”

This ~7t 2} form is interchangeable with the ~7t "8 ZISICE or ~7F SEEF form, which also

means that you're thinking about doing something.
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Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 123: ~O}/0{/etc. StCI & A O StC}

This grammar form is an intermediate level concept. Before starting this lesson, make sure

you first have a comfortable understanding of the ~1 &/ C} grammar form.

Action Verb Stem + 1 410{ SIC}

Before we learn the entire form, let's look at one of its most common uses.
Take the stem of an action verb and attach 11, followed by % 0{ S}C},

This form looks a lot like the ~11 4Tt form, but there are some differences.

uln

The regular ~11 4T} form can be used to say that “I" or “you” want to do something.

7t HojQ.
“I want to go.”
However, there is an important exception to keep in mind when using the ~11 2/ C} form.

The ~11 %2!C} form cannot be used when speaking in the 3™ person. Here is a quick review
of this.

nou n

15t person: “I,” “me

2" person: "you”

non nou non

3" person: "he,” “she,” “they,” “Chul-so0,” "another person,” etc.

This means that the ~1 %! C} form cannot be used to say that “he” or “she” or “they” or

anyone else wants to do something — instead the ~11 2 0 S}C} form should be used.

This means that the following sentence is incorrect.

A
2=

7tn AR

rr

“Chul-soo wants to go.”

Although this makes sense, it is not the correct way to speak. Instead, use the ~11 20 StC}

form.
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“Chul-soo wants to go.”

Why? In Korean it's thought that you can never know 100% what a 3 person wants or
feels.

Using ~11 2 Ct means that you are 100% sure (or simply directly asking someone) that
someone wants to do something. When used with a 3™ person, it would mean that you

were 100% sure of that person’s wants.

However, unless you had a way to know 100% what another person wants, then you should

use ~11 A0 SICt to express what that person wants to do.

Of course, if you do know 100% what a 3™ person wants or feels, you're free to use ~I1l
2L} For example, this would be fine if you're an author of a book, and the 3™ person is a

character in your story.

This applies to any grammar form that shows what someone else wants or feels, including

(2)2{11 StC} and (2/2)2l 2. Those forms can also only be used in the 15t and 2™ person.

Next let's look at how else this form can be used.

Descriptive Verb Stem + Of/0{/etc. + S|IC}
Conjugate a descriptive verb as normal, and attach StC}.
The form ~11 4 0f S}C} originally comes from this construction (& CF > &0 SO,

Note that although there is no space before StCt in this form, ~11 4 0] SIC} is an exception

and uses a space.

You can use this form to talk about a 3" person’s wants or feelings — even if you are not
100% sure of them.

For example, you can say that you're sad (15 person or 2" person) with the verb SILC,

However, if you wanted to say that someone else is sad (3™ person), use the verb SI{S|IC}.
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HaE 20l Q.
“Chulsoo is sad.”

By using this form (which uses StCH meaning “to do”), it changes the descriptive verb into

an action verb.

Literally, this form means “to do (descriptive verb),” but you can think of it like meaning “to

"non

feel (descriptive verb),” “to seem sad,” or “to behave outwardly as if (descriptive verb).”
Therefore, you can think of SIH3}LC} as meaning “to be sad,” “to feel sad,” or “to act sad.”

That is how this form can be used to make assumptions about a 3™ person’s wants or

feelings.
Let's look at a few example sentences.
O3 W= HXIE 3ol 21 0 8 8.

“Mark also wants to try (eating) kimchi.”

M W7} 50| 7| 8.

“Jackson is very happy.”

Ot0|= FAMA L.

“The child was afraid.”

In addition, because this form changes a descriptive verb into an action verb, the resulting

verb can also be used in a few new ways.

For example, this new action verb can be used in the Progressive Tense (~10 AL}
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X2 M= =0 5t AN Q.
“Ji-min is having a hard time.”
2l =Lt means “to be difficult” or “to have trouble.”

Or, this new action verb can even be used to make a negative command (~X| ZLC}).

SHSHA] OFM 2.

ﬂll

“Don't be sad.”

It would be incorrect to use L} to make a negative command, since it is a descriptive

verb. However, £IH3}LC} is technically an action verb.

In addition, although this form can be used in the 3" person, it's also okay to use it in the

15t person or 2" person. This usage is much less common, but makes sense.
Advanced Notes

Note about ~1 4 C}: The regular ~11 2/ C} form should only be used when you are 100%
sure of what someone else wants to do. However, there is another case where you could
use this form. For example, if you directly asked & == if he wants to eat pizza, he might
reply U, Z[XtE H1 A 0{Q. Then, you can be 100% sure he wants to do that, so you could

tell another friend that B M= IXIE H1 402, In this case, you can be 100% sure.

Note about ZC} and #C}: The common action verbs ZO0}SCL (“to like”) and &4 O{SIC}H ("to

dislike”) originally come from this same form.
Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 124: ~7{'d “Let alone”

This grammar form is advanced level, so | recommend learning it after you have a good
understanding of the basics including conjugating verbs, using adverbs, and making full

conversations.
Noun + (/=) + HY

Take a noun and attach 2 if it ends in a consonant, or = if it ends in a vowel Then attach

71 4. There are no spaces.
For example, & will become &271'd, and &t will become Stul=7'E.

Let's look at this form using A and B, with A being the noun and B being whatever comes

after this form.
A (2/5)7'8 B
Both A and B have a low chance of happening.
B is something even more basic than A, and has a very low chance of happening.

Also, the noun that comes after it (B) is even more basic than A, and has an even lower

chance of happening.

This form is used to express that both A and B will not likely, but B is even more basic than

A and won't happen either.
Therefore, because B (something basic) won't happen, A definitely will not happen.

In English, we can express the same sort of thing with the expression “let alone” or "forget”

or "never mind (that).”
This is most often used in negative sentences, but does not have to be.

This form can also be used with action verbs using the nominalization form ~7|.

Action Verb Stem + 7| =74

Take the stem of an action verb and attach 7| =71'&. The rest works the same.
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Let's look at some example sentences using the (2/=)71'd form.

2 ZH=7E ¥ AlgE =5 |0 R,

"Forget beef ribs. | don't even have the money to buy bread.”

>

=F0| &7l=7dE gt ' A 2ot =S,

—

0

“I'm sorry because | think | was only a disturbance, let alone being helpful.”

Atg27d 70| of ot2| = oF Eelnt.

“I can't even see one ant, let alone a person.”

L

ol YOI HALHY FYE S % 2HR.

Il

"Forget finding a job. With these grades | think even graduating will be difficult.”

O

FXt=71'8

rot

2 2 X N

r

“Forget Hanja. | can't even write Hangul.”

Advanced Notes

"mon

This form is often used together with the adverb 23|2{ (“on the contrary,” “contrary to

what you thought/expect”), as well as the particle Z=X} (“even”).

This form is interchangeable with the form ~(2/&) ZASED [with nouns] or ~7|=
JIAFSED [with action verbs] — however, ~(2/=)71'3 and ~7|=71d are much more

commonly used.
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Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 125: Saying “Each” Using 0] &

The particle 0 and % are often used together to mean “each.” Let's talk about each of

them in detail.

Noun + Of

The particle 9] (in addition to being used to mean “to/at/in” a location) can also be used

u_n

after a noun to mean “each,” or “per,” or "a.

For example, to say "l eat ten grapefruits each day” or “ten grapefruits per day” or “ten

grapefruits a day.”

However you translate it in English is up to you, but it can be used in this way after any sort

of countable noun — not only things like grapefruits, but also #/me, or money.

SFRO| 2 AlZt SFol 8.

‘I study 2 hours each/per/a day.”

Ot27t== & 7H0 3 H #0[of .

“It's 3,000 Won for 2 avocados.”

" n

In this sentence above, translating it as "each” or "per” or "a” don't really fit, since it's for

two avocados. So literally, “each two avocados,” if it helps to think of it like this.

You can even flip the sentence around, and put the amount first, and get a similar meaning.

For example, instead of saying “3,000 Won for 2 avocados, you could say this.
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OlE7t== 38 30| & 7HE & = A% a.

“You can buy two avocados for 3,000 Won."

So when the particle 0 is used like this, “for" will also sometimes be a good way to

translate it.

Just keep in mind that how you translate this is up to you, and that the meaning in Korean

doesn't change. Here's one more example.

“It's 1,000 Won each time.”

Or literally the above sentence can also be “It's 1,000 Won for one time.”

Counter Noun +

M is often used together with the particle Of. It can also attach onto the end of a word -
usually this will be a counter word (for example, A|Zt "hour,” 7l for objects or things, &

“person,” et cetera).

A will often attach onto the end of whatever counter word is used together with the
particle Of. This means you'll often find sentences that use O after a noun, followed by a

counter noun somewhere in the sentence that ends with 2!,

M also means “each.” And it's usually optional.

Attaching % onto the end of a counter word adds emphasis to the meaning of “each” in

the sentence.
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Although it's optional, | recommend it whenever possible because it really makes the

meaning of “each” stronger and therefore clearer.

To better understand why, remember that the particle O is already used for other things in
Korean (such as "to/at/in” a location), so to make it really clear that you mean “each,” and

not something else | recommend attaching % whenever possible.

For example, here's one of our sentences from earlier, with 4 added.

SFRO| 2 A|ZHY S23H K.

"I study 2 hours each day.”

Attaching 2 emphasizes that meaning of “each.” So instead of just “2 hours a day,” it feels

more like "2 hours each and every day.” The overall meaning is still the same as before, but

the nuance changes.

Here are a few more examples.

30 =0f o A &2 MM,

“Wash your hands once each 30 minutes.”

While this sentence would also work without %, adding it makes it clear you mean every 30

minutes.
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AZ A0 B B A 9 ok|Q?

“How many books do you read each week?”

DS E o[ZFA 374% Eotg.
"We sell mackerel like this, 3 each.”
Using & Without Of
A can also be used in sentences that do not use the particle Ofl, and still mean “each.”

When you do this, & still adds the meaning of “each” or “every,” although without
specifying how often or what it's for (which is what the particle 0l would specify). Here's a

quick example.

TH X010 K.

“They’re 10,000 Won each.”

You can also do this after an amount of time. When doing this, what 2 does is adds the
feeling that something is happening multiple times over some period of time. The specific

amount of time is unknown without adding 0.

O] of2 CHA 71 HOfof &g,

" have to take five of this medicine.”
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Here in this sentence above, we can assume that it's five, every time they take it — so they're

taking five, multiple times over some unknown period of time.

e

rok

A I 20 7.

“I go to the dermatologist every one time?”

Remember that the action is happening multiple times over some period of time, so you

can instead translate this as “I go to the dermatologist every once in a while."

In summary, you can attach # after a counter noun to add the meaning of “each.”
3N & 7+BM

You might also see % attached onto certain adverbs, like =& or 7I&. This adds more
emphasis to these words, like attaching the feeling of “each” to their meaning. You can

simply memorize these two words as-is.

Z = means “a little” and == means "little by little” or “gradually.”

Z3M oD Yloja.

“I'm learning little by little.”

This meaning is different than without using 4.
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Zg D AN K.

“I'm learning a little.”

7tE means “sometimes,” and 7F2% means “sometimes (but not often).”
got= 784 HE R,
"l watch movies sometimes.”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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Learn Korean Ep. 126: ~7|+& SiCt & ~7| & StC}

The ~7| verb ending (which can be used with both Action Verbs and Descriptive Verbs) is
commonly used with various grammar forms. For a quick example of our form today, if you

want to say that you like kimchi, you could say this:
BAIE Forl .
“I 'like kimchi.”

We can add the ~7| verb ending to this verb (Z0}5IL}), along with the Topic Marker &,
which by itself can add emphasis, in order to add emphasis to that verb (e.g. “I do like
kimchi.”).

A%

i
oA

Otst?| = sl a.

rr

“I do like kimchi.”

While the overall meaning of these two sentences is the same, this one using the ~7|&
ending emphasizes the verb (ZO0}SILC}), and also adds more contrast to the sentence. For

example...

aA

i
OHM

Otst7|= oSFX|2h 2t

Blofg.

rr

AL
T

rr
mn

“| do like kimchi, but | can't make it."

The ~7| verb ending has a few uses like this, and we'll cover the most common ones in this

lesson.

Verb Stem + 7| &= S}LC}

—

To use this form, take a verb stem and attach 7|, followed by =. This can also be further
shortened to 7! in everyday conversations. Then add the verb S}C} and conjugate it. No

other tenses are used to make this form.
StCt - St7|+= or St

HL} > H7|= or H
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This form is used to emphasize the verb, and adds contrast to the sentence. You can think
of this feeling as if the speaker is admitting something to the listener, but perhaps not fully

admitting it and are still holding back some information. Here are two examples in English.
“| like kimchi.” vs “I /ike kimchi.”
“The weather is cold.” vs “The weather /s cold.”

Because of this feeling, the ~7|= StC} form is commonly used to show contrast. The
speaker is admitting something, but this implies there might be something else to the story.

This adds contrast to the sentence. Here's an example.
RA7|= SHAI T HIMR.
"It does taste good (I'll admit), but it's expensive.”

The /iteral meaning of this form is simply the regular ~7| ending, which transforms a verb
into a noun, combined with the Topic Marker . For example, Bt 7| (from Bt JALCH means
"being delicious/tasty,” and BtQ 7| literally means “As for being delicious/tasty...."” The
SHC} at the end can be thought of as simply meaning “it is” or “it does” or “they are,”
depending on the verb that's being used. So we can look at this sentence literally as
meaning, "As for being delicious/tasty, it is (I'll admit), but it's expensive.” Here are two more

examples.
oh= AFRO|ZI SFX|2F D2 S48 2 X HOje.
"Although they are a Korean, they can't eat spicy food well.”
o= 0f 20 AZ! othl OFE oh=0f o ZHEol K.

“I'am interested in Korea, but | haven't been to Korea yet.”

Verb Stem + 7| &= S}C}

To use this form, take a verb stem and attach 7|, followed by the particle '= meaning “even”

or “also.” Then add the verb StC} and conjugate it.
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This form works in the same exact way as 7|, only its meaning is different because instead
of adding emphasis, it shows that a verb also, or evenis, or also or even happens. Just like
the ~7|= form, it can be used with both Action Verbs and Descriptive Verbs. Here are two
examples.

M7t et=0 ddEolof .

“l am a Korean teacher.”
M7t et=0 MU EHO[7| = siK.
“| also am a Korean teacher.”

In this sentence, we're not just saying “l too, among other people, am also a Korean
teacher.” We could do that simply by saying X, and not this form. Here, we're saying that

“In addition to other things that | am, | a/so am a Korean teacher.” Here's another example.
Mz 828 2.
“I cook well.”
Mz 228 o= ofig.
‘' also cook well.”

Again, in this sentence we're not saying that other people cook well, and | cook well too —
we could do that using X &. This sentence means that | can cook well, in addition to other
things. For example, “not only am | a Korean teacher, but | can also cook well.” Just a little

humble brag, and back to the lesson.
Here's another example of how this form is different than just the regular particle k.
Hr N £E55.
"Chul-soo0 is also smart (in addition to other people who are smart).”
He Me S5\ 6ia.

“Chul-soo0 is also smart (in addition to his other many talents).”
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And here's one more example.
Me g I =208 27| = 3 e,
"When I'm bored, | also watch dramas (in addition to doing other things).”

ADVANCED NOTES

You might also find the form ~7|= (or ~Z!) used at the end of a sentence without the verb StCt. While the

literal meaning is the same as before, this form has a different usage.
Verb Stem + 7|=(8)

To use this form, take a verb stem and attach ~7|+ like before (or ~Z!), followed by 2. The & at the end can
be removed when speaking casually. This form is used to express that you disagree with what someone has told
you. It's used at the end of a sentence on its own. To use it, repeat the same verb that the other person used,
attaching this form. Most often this form will be used simply with one verb on its own, and not after a full

sentence (e.g. 27|12, not EM7t B7|E=82).

Note that this form is different than the single word StZ! (originally from 3}7|), which is used at the beginning

of a sentence and means “now that | think about it" when the speaker is considering something.

otz & Wl ohxl.

i

“Now that | think about it, it is a bit spicy, huh.”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

JE—
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Learn Korean Ep. 127: £0|C} & }FO|C} “Only”

There are many ways to translate “only” depending on the context, as well as many ways to
use each of them. Before starting this lesson, make sure you're already familiar with using
the particles 2t and 0.

Noun + 2£0|LC}

To make this form, attach £ directly after a noun (without a space), and then conjugate
O|C}.

This form #0|C} is used to add more emphasis to the meaning of “only” after a noun. You

can think of 20|C} in this way as meaning “To be nothing but (noun).”

Note that you wouldn’t simply emphasize a short sentence that only contained one noun
and ; there should be a real reason why you're emphasizing something within a sentence

— so think longer sentences, and not shorter ones when using this form. Here's an example.

o
=

ofm
=2
)
r|r

X271 #0[0] K.
“The only thing at all that's in my pencil case is an eraser.”

Simply saying X|7H#0|0}| K, while grammatically correct, sounds awkward by itself. This is

because there’s no reason to be emphasizing the eraser on its own.
Here are two more examples.
LE|ofA g2 A2 AlZHEO[0 .
“The only thing that we have left is time, and nothing else.”
=HE Cf ot A E4E0[AN K.

“It was only Chul-soo, and nobody else, who did all of the homework.”

GO! Billy Korean



Page 2 of 4

Verb Stem + (&/2) #0|LC}

To make this form, take a verb stem and attach < if it ends in a consonant or 2 if it ends

in a vowel Remember that some verbs also have different conjugation rules (e.g. &C} will
become &). This verb stem can also be in the past tense (e.g. StEF can become & or ).
Finally add a space followed by #, and conjugate O|C}.

This form ££0|LC} is also used to add more emphasis to the meaning of “only” in the
sentence; you can think of this meaning as similar to the feeling of the adverb 1,
meaning "“just” or “only.” By using the form #0|L}, the speaker is saying that there's only

one option to choose from (Action Verbs), or only one way fo be (Descriptive Verbs).
X Z|CHE #OICt,
“All 1 do is wait (and nothing else).”

1K ("only") is an adverb, and means that you're not doing anything else, except only

whatever verb that comes after it.
MNe =2 Uz 23S #o0a.
“All | said was just what | had heard.”
HE 2 XA O #olo|.
“I couldn't sleep, so all I am is tired.”

In addition, sentences using this £ 0|C} form can also use the particle T (after a noun) to

add even more emphasis. Here's just one example.

=0l R FO| =X e =20t & #0[0|Q.

k>

“All | have is just a rough guess of how many customers will come (here).”

There's one more thing you should know about this form when it's used with the verb O|C}.

This will become & #0|LC}, and is attached directly after a noun.
?2l= 7Y #oloa.

"We are only friends.”
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2 #0|Ct can be used in a negative way, almost as if you're complaining about something
being nothing more than a noun. It's similar to saying 15 before the noun. 1'ef X702

("We're just friends, and not a couple or anything else besides friends.").

So if you wanted to say that a noun is “only” something, and you don't want it to sound
negative or like you're complaining about it, just use ¥ 0|} instead, or even just use the

adverb 1. Here's an example.
LY 7F @ot= A 4 0|of.
“All that | want is you (and no one else).”
Verb Stem + (&/=2) I O|LC}

To use this form, take a verb stem and attach & or 2 as usual. Then add [}, and

conjugate O|C}.

The [}E0|Ct form has the same meaning and usage as #0|LCt, but sounds more formal —

and is therefore less commonly used.

In addition, while the literal meaning and usage of this form is the same as #O0|L}, it tends
to get used in formal situations where the speaker is expressing their emotions about
something (including hope, regret, surprise, etc.). For example, you might express something
like “I only feel grateful/sorry” (e.g. ZtAFE} S I L|C}).

Besides this, it is interchangeable in any sentence with £20|C} when used with a verb.
o[Z2 2X} Ct }CHL =2t= IS0l K.

"l have nothing but surprise to find out that you did all of this by yourself.”
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ADVANCED NOTES
o3

22| can also optionally be added to a sentence (along with the particle 2t) to add further emphasis to a
sentence that contains the meaning of “only.” This adds emphasis to the meaning of “only” right in the
beginning of the sentence (before using another form such as #0|C} or & 0|CH), and means “solely” or “only

one (and no other).”
O|d @A H= MEHO| & 4= A= LYL|CH
“This is something that only Chul-soo and no one else can do.”

In addition, you might find & used on its own without O|C}. This can happen in the middle of a sentence (when
a thought is incomplete), but not at the end of a sentence. The meaning of this form is the same, without the
“to be" meaning that O|C} adds. Keep an eye open for it, but know that it will still use O|C} at the end of a

sentence.

o} o
[t

0l

oju

OtF AL =k,

HE

]

"I don't know anything besides only their name.”
Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

P

GO! Billy Korean



Page 1 of 3

Learn Korean Ep. 128: &9l|(A]) “Through”

The grammar form we'll learn about in this lesson is &3li(Al), which is an intermediate level

grammar form and means “through” — both literally and figuratively.
&0l (M) comes from the Action Verb &35}t meaning “to go through” or “to pass through.”

&l (M) therefore literally means “going through” or “passing through” whatever noun it's
used after.

Noun + [S/&] Soll(M)

To use it, attach the Object Marker after a noun — whatever it is that you're going or
passing through — and then add S3l(A).

Note that the Al in &3ll(A) is optional — it can be used as S5i{A] or S3l.
In English, "through” can have several different uses.

» You can learn something “through” something else...
» You can go “through” a tunnel...

» You can meet someone “through” a person...

S3H(A) can be used for any of these meanings, whether that's a /iteral or figurative
meaning.

Let's look at some examples.

X

rr

HE SoiM et=0{ S HI O K.

“I learned Korean through a book.”

M7t &28 SdlilM 20t S0 K.

“The bird flew in through the window.”
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dEs SoiM 22 2 BO| B = K.

"I learned many new things through camping.”

_|Ok

P 5 S A0 Chsl S A0 K.

"I heard about that through a school friend.”

Note that while &3l(A) means “through,” it's often not the most commonly used

expression.

This is because &3l(Al) has a bit of a formal sound, and is less commonly used in everyday
conversations. While it's useful to know, and is used, it might be better to use different

forms instead for regular conversations (such as with friends and acquaintances).

For example, instead of saying "I learned it through a book,” you could say “I learned it

using a book.”
This can be done using the particle (2)&, which means “using.”
HE SoHM > 2=
Or, instead of saying "I heard it through a friend,” you could say "I heard it from a friend.”
This can be done using the particle 0| (M) or 2HE|(A), which mean “from.”
HFE SoiM > TS|

For more information, check out my channel for additional lessons which go more in-depth

about these forms and more.

Advanced Notes
Action Verb Stem + (S/0) + 22M

Instead of a noun, you can also express “through” by using a verb.
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For example, you can say “through” doing or "by way of" doing something.

To use this form, attach & after an Action Verb stem that ends with a consonant, or attach O if the stem ends

with a vowel. Then attach 22 M, and finish the sentence.

Note that this form 2 2M cannot be used to mean physically going “through” something — it can only be used

to mean “through” doing something.
Like &3l(A), 22M sounds a bit formal, more like a written style. As a result, 2E2M is less commonly used.
M2 QS OBM BT YAIS HiR0lR,
“I'learned Korean history through reading books.”

Also for one note, since this form uses the (£/03) ending, that means that this form is technically using 2=Z 4/
directly after a noun. However, Noun + 2 Z#{ is not commonly used — instead, simply use & 3f(Al) when using

a noun.
Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

' — 2u TEZoll E Yt
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Learn Korean Ep. 129: ~&, ~3tL}, ~7™ “Oh my!”

In this lesson you'll learn several forms that all have the same overall usage — to mean that

you've just realized something.

The forms that you'll learn are ~7(2), ~7Lt, ~7H (&), and ~7EL.
Descriptive Verb Stem + w(2)

Action Verb Stem + =7(8)

The way to use ~(8) will depend on whether you're using a Descriptive Verb or an Action
Verb.

For Descriptive Verbs, take the stem and attach ~, or ~T 2 when speaking politely.
For Action Verbs, take the stem and attach = or = 8.

Note that the & is only attached when using Action Verbs, and also only when the Action

Verb is used in the Present Tense.
For all other tenses, simply use ~(8) regardless of the type of verb.

Also note that if the Action Verb stem ends with 2, remove it before attaching = (this is

the same thing that happens when using any grammar form that starts with L).
B > BEZ®)
SICt > Jt=T(R)

Again, this form is used to show that you've realized something — whether you personally

experienced it, or for just something that you realized because you heard it.

Since this form shows that you've realized something, you can translate it in the following

ways:
> "Oh.."
> "l see..”
> "So (then)..."
> "l didn't realize...”
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iyl

opH

"Oh, | see.”

NAT L.

" see (that) it tastes good.”

Hs0|t LIROM EoX|=Z 8.
“So monkeys do fall from trees.”

This expression is used to mean that even a master can make mistakes.

Descriptive Verb Stem + L}

Action Verb Stem + =FL}

The form ~TL} is used in the same way as ~T (&), but without the 8 - it also has the
same meaning as .

Again, only add the & when using an Action Verb stem that’s in the present tense.

Note that since there is no 8 at the end, ~TL} is only used in casual speech — such as in

regular conversations with your close friends.

In addition, ~7tLt is more commonly used than ~m (&) when it can be. Therefore |

recommend using ~TLt instead of ~m whenever you're speaking casually.

dgFLH

"Oh, | see!”

ECof =0 2ETLH
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"Oh, it's finally snowing!”

YB|E QO| bpmLY,
"Oh, | see Yung-hee is also very busy.”

Descriptive Verb Stem + T+ (2)

Action Verb Stem + =7+H(8)

For beginners, ~m(2) and ~TL} are the most standard ways to express that you've realized
something. But there are also two more ways you might hear, which are more for

intermediate level learners.

~7™ is an older style version of ~ — in fact, ~o originally comes from ~7H.

The usage is the same as ~7(2) or ~L}.

Note that 7 is casual speech, but you might also see T2 for more polite speech.
However, since ~T2(8) is an older style of ~7(8&), it is not commonly used nowadays.

You may occasionally see it in novels, or used among older Koreans.

13

"Oh, | see!”

Descriptive Verb Stem + T2t

Action Verb Stem + =8t

Technically ~72F is an incorrect version of ~7+H; it should be avoided when writing essays,
news articles, or when you want to show that you have a perfect understanding of Korean

grammar.
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However, ~7+2F is more commonly used than ~7™, and you might encounter it often.

In addition, ~7+ZF can have a more playful and casual feel, and can almost sound sarcastic

at times.

Note that if you're going to use ~T2F only use ~T2F - don't use ~T+2t8, which sounds

like a dialect.

JE48h

"Oh, | seel!”

Advanced Notes
~H(R) & Using O
You may also see some of these forms combined with H.

5 appears in many grammar forms, and means something that happened in the Past Tense, and something that

you personally have experienced or heard — it's used for conveying your own experiences from the past.
You may find & used in verb endings such as ~ClT(8), ~Cl 7L, ~E 73, or ~E 72

These are used to express something that you realized, but that happened in the past, and that you have

personal experience with (you experienced or heard about it personally).
Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

GO! Billy Korean



